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6th Sunday after Epiphany   •  February 17, 2019

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Then he looked up at his disciples and 
said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 

yours is the kingdom of God.” 

– Luke 6:20
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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WELCOME      Nathan Oney

PRELUDE     Adagio Molto from Sonata No. 3 (Alexandre Guilmant)                    Ty Woodward, Organ

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #546 United Methodist Hymnal — The Church’s One Foundation 

*CALL TO WORSHIP         Kendra Gorlitsky, Lay Lector
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord.
We shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out deep roots by the stream.
Baptized and freed, grounded in love—
Let us worship God!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
 “He is like a tree, a tree planted by streams of water.”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Nathan Oney
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Tricia Guerrero is with the Confirmation Class today in the Education 
Building.
—Flowers: Given to the glory of God, from donations to the First UMC 
Flower Fund. Please consider a gift to the Flower Fund, which will be 
used for Sundays such as today when flowers have not been ordered.  
—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.
—Next Sunday: Nathan Oney will preach. 

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank.  In February, 
please bring canned tuna. You may leave items in the bin located outside 
the Sanctuary.
—Pennies for Haiti: Bring spare change (or cash!) to the Pennies for Haiti 
fundraiser to help support the First UMC Haiti Mission Team.  Today and 
next Sunday, 11 a.m. after worship in Simkins Hall.
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Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL   Luke 6:17-26 (Pew Bible page 64, N.T.) Kendra Gorlitsky
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

SERMON    “Plain Words on the Plain” Rev. Patricia Farris

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Kendra Gorlitsky
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to Children’s Church in the Chapel.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney 
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM          The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
 He Comes to Us (Jane Marshall)
He comes to us as one unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside He came, He came to those 
men who knew Him not. He speaks to us, He speaks the same word:  “Follow! Follow thou me!” and sets 
us to the tasks which He has to fulfill for our time.  He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether 
they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they shall 
pass through in His fellowship, and, as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience 
who He is.  (Text by Albert Schweitzer)

*HYMN    #2155 TFWS — Blest Are They  

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Farris

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE       Psalm 19 (Benedetto Marcello) Ty Woodward
INVITATION TO PRAYER     #2283 TFWS  — For All the Saints        

 LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Nathan Oney

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Nathan Oney                                                                             
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY          The Chancel Choir
Hallelujah Chorus from Christ on the Mount of Olives (Ludwig van Beethoven)
Hallelujah, unto God’s almighty Son. Praise the Lord, ye bright angelic choirs, in holy songs of joy. 
Man, proclaim His grace and glory, Hallelujah unto God’s almighty son. Praise the Lord in 
holy songs of joy.

*RESPONSE  #94  UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Nathan Oney
Holy One, bless and multiply these gifts we give as tokens of our trust in you.  
Use them to bless the poor, feed the hungry, and comfort those who weep; in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019
February 17, 2019                 

Communion Servers
Each month when communion is offered in church, 
members of the Communion Server Ministry take 
communion out to those who cannot be present 
during the service. This service is available to 
anyone in the congregation, not just those who are 
homebound or in a care facility long-term; anyone 
who is laid up and unable to come for any reason 
is welcome to join us this way.  If you are interested 
in becoming a communion server, please contact 
one of the clergy or the church office.

Health Ministry Council
Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council 
works to promote wellness in individuals, the church, 
and the community.  The council supports the mission 
of First UMC, plans and implements programs 
and activities that promote physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being and healing, and serves as an 
advocate for health and safety concerns.  For more 
information about the Council, or to volunteer, call 
the church office (310) 393-8258.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of February we are collecting canned tuna.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, in 
St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a report from 
the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the 
Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was authorized by General 
Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.

The insert in our January Sentinel newsletter prepared by Jack Fry, one of our lay members of our 
Annual Conference, provides a helpful overview.  Copies are available at the Hospitality Table.

I am serving as one of our eight delegates from the California-Pacific Conference.  Our inclusive 
ministry here at First UMC provides a wonderful model of being affirming of all God’s children even in 
the midst of differing points of view.  Our vital ministry is a witness to our community and larger church.

I ask you to keep me and our UMC in prayer through these next couple weeks.  May God’s Spirit 
ground us in love and hope, blowing a new, creative wind of unity and purpose.  Our mission remains:  
“To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”

– Rev. Patricia Farris

LOOKING FORWARD

Perspectives on Common Sense Gun Safety and Reform  
All are invited to attend this timely 3-part panel, organized by First UMC church member Ken Rasmussen.  
The program is designed to provide information and different perspectives.  Grab your Coffee Hour snacks 
beforehand and join the discussion in the Fireside Room.  There will be a time for questions.  

Speakers include:

• Amy Phillips & Stacey Killinger (Moms Demand Action) will give an overview of 
their organization and speak about their priorities on the state and national level.

• Karl Richter (Be Smart) will discuss a program that teaches safe ownership and 
storage of firearms to reduce teen and child suicide and unintentional shootings. 

• Suzanne Verge (President of LA Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence)   As long-time member of the organization, Suzanne will discuss the 
gun violence prevention movement, Brady’s legislative priorities, and how her group 
operates.

Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
February Theme: Family Wisdom
Sunday School today: Children’s Church in the Chapel 
Children’s Church is a space for children to learn 
about God and God’s loving activity in the 
world through music, fun, and laughter with the 
leaderships of Janet Searfoss and Jamie Jones. 
The children practice in preparation for special 
Sundays such as Children’s Sabbath, Christmas Eve, 
Palm Sunday and other events.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 - 8:30 p.m. UMYF Meeting tonight, 
Youth Lounge & Simkins Hall

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday   10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday    5 p.m.    simple church 
simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Children’s Church
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH 
Wednesday, February 20
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, WR
Saturday, February 23
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, February 24 - Faith in Action
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Alcove

Pennies for Haiti
The 2019 Haiti Work Team is preparing for their 
mission trip in March.  Each team member covers 
their own travel expenses; therefore, 100% of 
all donations raised will make a direct impact on 
Haiti, such as purchasing site building materials, 
employing Haitian laborers, and more.   Continuing 
today is the Pennies for Haiti fundraiser - bring your 
spare change, cash or checks, and place them in the 
Pennies for Haiti buckets in church or during Coffee 
Hour in the hall.  You may also give online: www.
santamonicaumc.org/haiti, or send checks by mail to 
First UMC Santa Monica, 1008 11 St. Santa Monica, 
CA 90403.  Memo: Haiti Work Team.
Today and next Sunday, February 24, 11 a.m. after 
worship in Simkins Hall.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
Take advantage of the Health Ministry Council’s free 
blood pressure screenings, held on the third Sunday 
of the month.  No charge.  
Today, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Walk the Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the third 
Sunday of the month, with the last walk at 4:30 p.m.  
Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then stay for the 
contemplative simple church service in the Chapel at 
5 p.m.  Take an hour for yourself in this “device-free” 
zone.  Every step a prayer.
Today, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

CAST Auditions - Canceled
Due to scheduling and staffing conflicts, the CAST 
Spring season has been canceled. 

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
February’s book is: Together at the Table:  Diversity 
Without Division in The United Methodist Church  by 
Karen P. Oliveto.  
Karen Oliveto was elected bishop 
of The UMC by the Western 
Jurisdicction in 2016.  She is the 
first openly LGBTQ bishop in The 
UMC.  This book tells her story 
and shares her theology of church, 
family, and community.  Bishop 
Oliveto dedicates this book to her 
mom– “for always making sure there was room 
for one more at the table.”  This grounds her 
understanding and experience of Holy Communion 
and points the way to a church that can embrace 
diversity without division.  Bring your questions, 
your concerns, your hopes for the church.  Our Book 
Studies are a safe place to explore, discuss, and 
ponder, around the table of God’s love.  Come, 
even if you haven’t read the book!
Today, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

DanceFit!
First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy 
interval workout set to upbeat music, featuring 
choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You 
don’t need to be a great dancer to feel welcome in 
DanceFit!  The class is designed for multiple levels, 
including beginners.”  Wear comfortable clothes 
and shoes, and bring a towel.  Water will be 
available.  No charge but donations appreciated.  
Kids are welcome.  Tell your friends!  
Saturday, February 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

Girl Scouts Cookie Sales
If you missed the Girl Scouts Cookie Sales after 
Youth/Scout Sunday, here’s another chance to 
support the Girl Scouts and pick up a box(s) of 
delicious cookies.
Sunday, February 24, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place–our local transitional housing 
program for families with young children. The 
simple church community has worked diligently 
over the last few years to foster relationships with 
the staff and residents and to provide a monthly 
night of fun and food. First UMC volunteers engage 
in activities that create lasting impact and joy.  If 
you would like to be a part of this meaningful 
mission, please contact the church office (310) 
393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.org. 
You can help by cooking or donating a meal, side, 
salad, or dessert or by volunteering to lead a craft 
or other fun activity for the kids.  
Thursday, February 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place   
(1020 12th St. SM)

Save the Date: Ash 
Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday begins 
the season of Lent - a time 
of introspection and self-
examination of our lives 
and relationship with God. The ritual of the ashes 
represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause 
to remember our physical limits in contrast to the 
infinity of God.  Here at First UMC, we offer two 
Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel.  The ashes 
used for the services come from the burned palms 
of last year’s Palm Sunday Service.  We invite you 
to this intimate and reflective service that marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season. 
Ash Wednesday: March 6, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., 
in the Chapel
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simple church tonight - reflections by Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today - Children’s Church
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR
3 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH 
Wednesday, February 20
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, WR
Saturday, February 23
10 a.m. DanceFit!, Room 300
Sunday, February 24 - Faith in Action
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti, SH
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Alcove

Pennies for Haiti
The 2019 Haiti Work Team is preparing for their 
mission trip in March.  Each team member covers 
their own travel expenses; therefore, 100% of 
all donations raised will make a direct impact on 
Haiti, such as purchasing site building materials, 
employing Haitian laborers, and more.   Continuing 
today is the Pennies for Haiti fundraiser - bring your 
spare change, cash or checks, and place them in the 
Pennies for Haiti buckets in church or during Coffee 
Hour in the hall.  You may also give online: www.
santamonicaumc.org/haiti, or send checks by mail to 
First UMC Santa Monica, 1008 11 St. Santa Monica, 
CA 90403.  Memo: Haiti Work Team.
Today and next Sunday, February 24, 11 a.m. after 
worship in Simkins Hall.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
Take advantage of the Health Ministry Council’s free 
blood pressure screenings, held on the third Sunday 
of the month.  No charge.  
Today, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Walk the Labyrinth 
The Labyrinth is open from 3 - 5 p.m. on the third 
Sunday of the month, with the last walk at 4:30 p.m.  
Enjoy the meditative Labyrinth, then stay for the 
contemplative simple church service in the Chapel at 
5 p.m.  Take an hour for yourself in this “device-free” 
zone.  Every step a prayer.
Today, 3 - 5 p.m. in Simkins Hall

CAST Auditions - Canceled
Due to scheduling and staffing conflicts, the CAST 
Spring season has been canceled. 

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth explore and 
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to 
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving 
community. This is a place of acceptance, 
outreach and spirituality.

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
February’s book is: Together at the Table:  Diversity 
Without Division in The United Methodist Church  by 
Karen P. Oliveto.  
Karen Oliveto was elected bishop 
of The UMC by the Western 
Jurisdicction in 2016.  She is the 
first openly LGBTQ bishop in The 
UMC.  This book tells her story 
and shares her theology of church, 
family, and community.  Bishop 
Oliveto dedicates this book to her 
mom– “for always making sure there was room 
for one more at the table.”  This grounds her 
understanding and experience of Holy Communion 
and points the way to a church that can embrace 
diversity without division.  Bring your questions, 
your concerns, your hopes for the church.  Our Book 
Studies are a safe place to explore, discuss, and 
ponder, around the table of God’s love.  Come, 
even if you haven’t read the book!
Today, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

DanceFit!
First UMC member Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  
“DanceFit is inspired by Zumba, a high-energy 
interval workout set to upbeat music, featuring 
choreographed dance tailored for fitness. You 
don’t need to be a great dancer to feel welcome in 
DanceFit!  The class is designed for multiple levels, 
including beginners.”  Wear comfortable clothes 
and shoes, and bring a towel.  Water will be 
available.  No charge but donations appreciated.  
Kids are welcome.  Tell your friends!  
Saturday, February 23, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300

Girl Scouts Cookie Sales
If you missed the Girl Scouts Cookie Sales after 
Youth/Scout Sunday, here’s another chance to 
support the Girl Scouts and pick up a box(s) of 
delicious cookies.
Sunday, February 24, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Family Place Community Meal
Community Meal is a committed partnership 
between First UMC and Upward Bound House’s 
Family Place–our local transitional housing 
program for families with young children. The 
simple church community has worked diligently 
over the last few years to foster relationships with 
the staff and residents and to provide a monthly 
night of fun and food. First UMC volunteers engage 
in activities that create lasting impact and joy.  If 
you would like to be a part of this meaningful 
mission, please contact the church office (310) 
393-8258, or email meal@santamonicaumc.org. 
You can help by cooking or donating a meal, side, 
salad, or dessert or by volunteering to lead a craft 
or other fun activity for the kids.  
Thursday, February 28, 5:30 p.m. Family Place   
(1020 12th St. SM)

Save the Date: Ash 
Wednesday Services
Ash Wednesday begins 
the season of Lent - a time 
of introspection and self-
examination of our lives 
and relationship with God. The ritual of the ashes 
represent a visual reminder of the day as we pause 
to remember our physical limits in contrast to the 
infinity of God.  Here at First UMC, we offer two 
Ash Wednesday services in the Chapel.  The ashes 
used for the services come from the burned palms 
of last year’s Palm Sunday Service.  We invite you 
to this intimate and reflective service that marks the 
beginning of the Lenten season. 
Ash Wednesday: March 6, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., 
in the Chapel
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019
February 17, 2019                 

Communion Servers
Each month when communion is offered in church, 
members of the Communion Server Ministry take 
communion out to those who cannot be present 
during the service. This service is available to 
anyone in the congregation, not just those who are 
homebound or in a care facility long-term; anyone 
who is laid up and unable to come for any reason 
is welcome to join us this way.  If you are interested 
in becoming a communion server, please contact 
one of the clergy or the church office.

Health Ministry Council
Through God’s love, the Health Ministry Council 
works to promote wellness in individuals, the church, 
and the community.  The council supports the mission 
of First UMC, plans and implements programs 
and activities that promote physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being and healing, and serves as an 
advocate for health and safety concerns.  For more 
information about the Council, or to volunteer, call 
the church office (310) 393-8258.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of February we are collecting canned tuna.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org

For more information on these events, or to learn 
about our ministries and missions, go to 

www.santamonicaumc.org.

The Council of Bishops has called a Special Session of the General 
Conference of The United Methodist Church to be held February 23-26, in 
St. Louis, Missouri. The purpose will be to receive and act on a report from 
the Commission on a Way Forward based on the recommendations of the 
Council of Bishops. The 32-member Commission was authorized by General 
Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church.

The insert in our January Sentinel newsletter prepared by Jack Fry, one of our lay members of our 
Annual Conference, provides a helpful overview.  Copies are available at the Hospitality Table.

I am serving as one of our eight delegates from the California-Pacific Conference.  Our inclusive 
ministry here at First UMC provides a wonderful model of being affirming of all God’s children even in 
the midst of differing points of view.  Our vital ministry is a witness to our community and larger church.

I ask you to keep me and our UMC in prayer through these next couple weeks.  May God’s Spirit 
ground us in love and hope, blowing a new, creative wind of unity and purpose.  Our mission remains:  
“To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”

– Rev. Patricia Farris

LOOKING FORWARD

Perspectives on Common Sense Gun Safety and Reform  
All are invited to attend this timely 3-part panel, organized by First UMC church member Ken Rasmussen.  
The program is designed to provide information and different perspectives.  Grab your Coffee Hour snacks 
beforehand and join the discussion in the Fireside Room.  There will be a time for questions.  

Speakers include:

• Amy Phillips & Stacey Killinger (Moms Demand Action) will give an overview of 
their organization and speak about their priorities on the state and national level.

• Karl Richter (Be Smart) will discuss a program that teaches safe ownership and 
storage of firearms to reduce teen and child suicide and unintentional shootings. 

• Suzanne Verge (President of LA Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence)   As long-time member of the organization, Suzanne will discuss the 
gun violence prevention movement, Brady’s legislative priorities, and how her group 
operates.

Sunday, March 3, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room
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