FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Rev. Patricia Farris and Tricia Guerrero are on vacation today.
—Flowers: “Remembering Evalynn Lloyd Edgar and Harold Buzz Wedin
with love.” From Caprice & Allan Walker.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be on
your mind! We're here to serve you.
—Stop by the Fireside Room and the Narthex to view the print work of
John August Swanson during this Advent season.

MISSIONS

—Next Sunday: Epiphany Sunday; Holy Communion; Rev. Larry Young
will preach.
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please bring nutritional bars: protein, granola, energy or breakfast
bars. You may leave items in the bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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God has made everything suitable for
its time and has put a sense of past and
future into our minds…
– Ecclesiastes 3:11a

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Nathan Oney

All Through the Night (arr. Dale Wood)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #220 United Methodist Hymnal — Angels from the Realms of Glory
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Leslie Nordby, Lay Lector
O God, Searcher of our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us
for your own.
We come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to enter anew into covenant
with you,
Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in mercy,
for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to
save us, peace and love he gave us. Ideo [therefore] Gloria in excelsis deo!”

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			

Nathan Oney

		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Dot Plukas

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

#217 UMH — Away in a Manger (verse 3)

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
As the congregation sings, the children may return to their seats for Family Sunday. Children remain
with their families for congregational worship for when there is no Sunday school. Worship packets for
children can be found with the ushers.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		
Nathan Oney
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 		
Let us give thanks for all God’s mercies.					
O God, our Covenant Friend,
you have been gracious to us through all the years of our lives.
We thank you for your loving care,
which has filled our days and brought us to this time and place.
We praise your holy name, O God.
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And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord.
Let us pray:

Nathan Oney

O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without reservation.
If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright.
O mighty God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant
Friend.
And I, through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant.
So be it.
And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 				
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director

THE OFFERTORY

I Ponder (Craig Courtney)

Rev. Larry Young

The heavens are silent, the wise men have gone, the flurries of angels have finished their song. The
shepherds have long since returned to their sheep, the stable is empty, the star fast asleep. I ponder the
wonders I carry inside: a star bright as diamonds, an ebony sky, the shepherd who cradles a little white
lamb, the wise man who offers the gold in his hand. That Bethlehem evening is far, far away from the
world where I live, the world of today. I pause and I ponder, a miracle starts, the Savior is born once
again in my heart. I ponder the wonders I carry inside: the thunder of wings from the angels on high,
the sight of the manger, the scent of the hay, the Child smiling up at the creatures He made.

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology

You have given us life and reason,			
and set us in a world filled with your glory.
You have comforted us with family and friends,
and ministered to us through the hands of our sisters and brothers.
We praise your holy name, O God.

Leslie Nordby

You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you,		
and have given us your peace.
You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus.
You have given us a place in the fellowship of your Spirit
and the witness of your Church.
We praise your holy name, O God.

Nathan Oney

You have been our light in darkness		
and a rock of strength in adversity and temptation.
You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys

Leslie Nordby

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

Rev. Young

With all reverence, may the covenant we make this day always be a reminder of
the holy agreement between us and God, our Covenant Friend. In this New Year,
may we live as those pledged to God in our every word, thought and deed. In
Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HYMN #246 UMH — Joy to the World
*BENEDICTION				
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Good King Wenceslas (arr. Robert MacDonald)

Nathan Oney
Ty Woodward

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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and the all–sufficient reward in all our labors.
We praise your holy name, O God.
You remembered us when we forgot you.		
You followed us even when we tried to flee from you.
You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you.
For all your patience and overflowing grace.
We praise your holy name, O God.

Rev. Young

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

THE LESSON Revelation 21:1-6a (Pew Bible page 259, N.T.)
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Leslie Nordby

HOMILY

Nathan Oney

“Shine Light! Recommitment and Renewal in the New Year”
HYMN #606 UMH — Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine

LITANY OF COVENANT RENEWAL 			
Brothers and sisters in Christ,			
the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God.
Through baptism, we have entered this life
and have been admitted into the new covenant
		of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator.

Rev. Young

On the one side, God promises to give us new life in Christ,		
the Source and Perfecter of our faith.
On the other side, we are pledged
to live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ,
who loved us and gave himself for us.

Rev. Young

Today we meet, as the generations before us have met,
to renew the covenant that binds us to God.
Let us make this covenant of God our own.
Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.		
Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him.
Christ has many services to be done.
Some are more easy and honorable,
others are more difficult.
Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests,
others are contrary to both.

Nathan Oney
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In some we may please Christ and please ourselves.
But there are other works where we cannot please Christ
except by denying ourselves.
It is necessary, therefore,
that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ.
Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray:		

Nathan Oney

Let me be your servant, under your command.
I will no longer be my own.
I will give up myself to your will in all things.
Lord, make me what you will.
I put myself fully into your hands:
put me to doing, put me to suffering,
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
let me be full, let me be empty,
let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and with a willing heart
give all to your pleasure and disposal.
To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions:		

Rev. Young

First, set apart some time, more than once,		
to be spent alone before the Lord;
in seeking earnestly God’s gracious acceptance of you;
in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant;
in searching your hearts
whether you have already freely given your life to Christ.

Rev. Young

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence.		
Third, claim God’s covenant,			
rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength,
so you can keep your promise.
Fourth, resolve to be faithful.		
You have given to the Lord your hearts,
you have opened your mouths to the Lord,
and you have dedicated yourself to God.
With God’s power, never go back.

Nathan Oney
Rev. Young

Nathan Oney
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And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord.
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God has made everything suitable for
its time and has put a sense of past and
future into our minds…
– Ecclesiastes 3:11a

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Nathan Oney

All Through the Night (arr. Dale Wood)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #220 United Methodist Hymnal — Angels from the Realms of Glory
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Leslie Nordby, Lay Lector
O God, Searcher of our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed us
for your own.
We come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to enter anew into covenant
with you,
Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in mercy,
for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to
save us, peace and love he gave us. Ideo [therefore] Gloria in excelsis deo!”

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			

Nathan Oney

		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Shareringers

UMCOR Wildfire Response

UMCOR is actively engaged in California in
response to previous wildfires and we anticipate
supporting both conferences as they identify and
respond to the needs of the populations affected
by the current wildfires. UMCOR stands ready to
support the response of the conferences with relief
kits, Early Response Teams, and funding. For more
info, go to:
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/newsstories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-currentdisasters-around-the-world

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of January we are collecting nutritional and
other granola bars.

The Shareringers is a group of mostly retired, but
active people. We meet monthly for a Friday
potluck dinner with a speaker in the Fireside Room.
We alternate religious programs with travel, book
sharing, and topics-of-current programs. Also,
we have an outing each month, such as museum
tours, barbecues and picnics, game nights, theatre
outings, restaurant dining, and craft making. We
are a caring, sharing group and welcome new
members! For more information, call the church
office: 310.393.8258.

FOCUS ON

COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE

December 30, 2018			

			

Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men
try to navigate the stresses and complexities of this
modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a
place for community, prayer and fellowship through
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your
schedule permits.
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

LOOKING FORWARD
Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
Come one, come all to our January Book Study on January 27 after worship in the
Fireside Room. Our January and February books have been chosen to help prepare
us for the Special Session of the General Conference of the UMC to take place in
St. Louis in February. As a global church, we are wrestling with questions of how to
remain united for mission and ministry given different perspectives on human sexuality.
Our January book is Embracing the Wideness: The Shared Convictions of The
United Methodist Church. The author, Bishop Ken Carter, is currently President of the UM Council
of Bishops and one of the three convenors of the Commission on the Way Forward which has presented
legislation to the General Conference.
Come for what promises to be a lively discussion! Carter’s book is an accessible introduction to the
theology and polity of the UMC. Books are available for sale in the church office and at the Sunday
Hospitality Table.

Sunday, January 27, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Starting in the mid-1750’s, Methodist people observed a Watch Night or Covenant
Service. While we normally think of New Year’s as a time of making resolutions, today’s
Covenant Service invites us to renew our covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our
Covenant Friend.” Following the short homily, we will enter into a time of congregational
prayers and covenant renewal led by our pastors. This is a deeply prayerful service, and it is
our hope that it will be a true time of reflection and commitment as we begin a new year as
disciples of Jesus Christ.
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WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church speaker: Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Covenant Renewal Service • Family Sunday
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship, S
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
December 31 - January 1 - Church campus closed
Saturday, January 5
2 p.m. Dennis Marquand Memorial/Reception, S/SH
Sunday, January 6 - Epiphany Sunday • Holy
Communion
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship, S
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
The Children’s Ministry provides Sunday School
classes, family programming and events throughout
the year. Every third Sunday of the month,
the children gather in the Chapel for song and
movement, snacks and crafts, as they explore what
the heart of worship is all about. On the fourth
Sunday of the month, the children put their Faith in
Action by working together during Sunday School
to perform a loving act of service.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ
centered environment where youth explore and
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach
and spirituality.
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JANUARY FELLOWSHIP / COMMUNITY
Open Space January Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an
intentional, inclusive, open-minded group that invites
all to spark deep conversation and find spiritual
meaning in a safe and diverse environment. Our
January Gathering will center around food and
conversation with the topic: Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and
your ‘No’ be ‘No,’ Intention and Commitment in the
New Year.
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew
Works. (FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)
January Mid-Week Recital
The first mid-week recital of 2019 features Mark
Robson, piano. These monthly concerts are free and
open to the public and perfect for your lunch break.
A short reception with the artist immediately follows.
All are welcome.
Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m.,
in the Sanctuary
January Messy Church Meet-Up
Instead of our traditional Messy Church in the Chapel
and Simkins Hall, we will have an off-site, casual
meet-up at Virginia Park.
Saturday, January 12, between 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
DanceFit
Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Wear
comfortable clothes and shoes, and bring a towel.
Sponsored by the Health Ministry Council, the class is
a great way to start your weekend. No charge.
Saturday, January 12 & 26, 10 - 11 a.m. Room 300
Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on
baptism and on our own baptismal experience. During
this worship we will also recognize and install the new
Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday, January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.

To view the First UMC calendar of events, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/upcoming-events
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)
simple supper
simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck.
Sharing a meal has always been a holy act of
hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason to
make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and
enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and
we will celebrate with those who are present.
Sunday, January 13, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room
Family Place Community Meal
Going on its third year, simple church hosts the
monthly potluck Community Meal with Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Attending the potluck not only provides
a delicious meal for the families and allows the
parents an evening free from cooking dinner but is a
way for all who attend to be a part of a warm and
accepting community. Invite your friends and join the
next potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing:
meal@santamonicaumc.org or call the church
office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, January 24, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

Youth/Scout Sunday
Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to
preaching the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions
of service to the community while transforming the
lives of the youths.
Sunday, January 27, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall

John August Swanson - Advent Art

First UMC is pleased to display the print work of
John August Swanson in the Fireside Room and the
Narthex during this Advent season.

2018 Pledge Contributions Due

The end of the year is here. To finalize your 2018
Pledge Contributions, you may:
• Give at worship service today.
• If you are paying in early January for the 2018
year, be sure to date your check 2018 and mark your
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements have been mailed. Email Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) if you did not
receive yours or have questions.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in
our community and around the world.

Details from two prints that are displayed
in the Fireside Room and Narthex

Please contact the church office and speak with
one of the First UMC pastors if you would like
information about baptism or church membership.
310.393.8258.
email: info@santamonicaumc.org
First UMC’s ministerial team also offers pastoral
care. Please let us know if we can help you.
310.393.8258 x 114

www.santamonicaumc.org
Facebook & Instagram: @santamonicaumc
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WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
simple church speaker: Nathan Oney

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Covenant Renewal Service • Family Sunday
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship, S
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
December 31 - January 1 - Church campus closed
Saturday, January 5
2 p.m. Dennis Marquand Memorial/Reception, S/SH
Sunday, January 6 - Epiphany Sunday • Holy
Communion
10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship, S
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
The Children’s Ministry provides Sunday School
classes, family programming and events throughout
the year. Every third Sunday of the month,
the children gather in the Chapel for song and
movement, snacks and crafts, as they explore what
the heart of worship is all about. On the fourth
Sunday of the month, the children put their Faith in
Action by working together during Sunday School
to perform a loving act of service.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ
centered environment where youth explore and
grow in their faith. Activities are designed to
nurture relationships and build a strong, loving
community. This is a place of acceptance, outreach
and spirituality.
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JANUARY FELLOWSHIP / COMMUNITY
Open Space January Gathering
Open Space is a new ministry for young adults – an
intentional, inclusive, open-minded group that invites
all to spark deep conversation and find spiritual
meaning in a safe and diverse environment. Our
January Gathering will center around food and
conversation with the topic: Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and
your ‘No’ be ‘No,’ Intention and Commitment in the
New Year.
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m. at Santa Monica Brew
Works. (FB & IG:@openspacesantamonica)
January Mid-Week Recital
The first mid-week recital of 2019 features Mark
Robson, piano. These monthly concerts are free and
open to the public and perfect for your lunch break.
A short reception with the artist immediately follows.
All are welcome.
Wednesday, January 9, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m.,
in the Sanctuary
January Messy Church Meet-Up
Instead of our traditional Messy Church in the Chapel
and Simkins Hall, we will have an off-site, casual
meet-up at Virginia Park.
Saturday, January 12, between 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
DanceFit
Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Wear
comfortable clothes and shoes, and bring a towel.
Sponsored by the Health Ministry Council, the class is
a great way to start your weekend. No charge.
Saturday, January 12 & 26, 10 - 11 a.m. Room 300
Baptismal Renewal & Installation of Lay Leaders
Baptismal Renewal is a special time of reflection on
baptism and on our own baptismal experience. During
this worship we will also recognize and install the new
Church Leadership for 2019.
Sunday, January 13, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.

To view the First UMC calendar of events, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/upcoming-events
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)
simple supper
simple supper is a simple church monthly potluck.
Sharing a meal has always been a holy act of
hospitality and of fellowship, and there is no reason to
make it complicated; bring a dish to share, eat, and
enjoy. There is no need to RSVP, all are welcome, and
we will celebrate with those who are present.
Sunday, January 13, 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room
Family Place Community Meal
Going on its third year, simple church hosts the
monthly potluck Community Meal with Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Attending the potluck not only provides
a delicious meal for the families and allows the
parents an evening free from cooking dinner but is a
way for all who attend to be a part of a warm and
accepting community. Invite your friends and join the
next potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing:
meal@santamonicaumc.org or call the church
office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, January 24, 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

Youth/Scout Sunday
Come enjoy the annual Youth/Scout Sunday service.
The youth of First UMC have the opportunity to
lead the Sunday service, from reading scripture to
preaching the sermons they have written. This day
also celebrates the Scouting Ministries (Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts) and their long-standing traditions
of service to the community while transforming the
lives of the youths.
Sunday, January 27, Sanctuary Worship 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast 7 a.m. - 1 p.m., Simkins Hall

John August Swanson - Advent Art

First UMC is pleased to display the print work of
John August Swanson in the Fireside Room and the
Narthex during this Advent season.

2018 Pledge Contributions Due

The end of the year is here. To finalize your 2018
Pledge Contributions, you may:
• Give at worship service today.
• If you are paying in early January for the 2018
year, be sure to date your check 2018 and mark your
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements have been mailed. Email Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) if you did not
receive yours or have questions.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in
our community and around the world.

Details from two prints that are displayed
in the Fireside Room and Narthex

Please contact the church office and speak with
one of the First UMC pastors if you would like
information about baptism or church membership.
310.393.8258.
email: info@santamonicaumc.org
First UMC’s ministerial team also offers pastoral
care. Please let us know if we can help you.
310.393.8258 x 114

www.santamonicaumc.org
Facebook & Instagram: @santamonicaumc

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Shareringers

UMCOR Wildfire Response

UMCOR is actively engaged in California in
response to previous wildfires and we anticipate
supporting both conferences as they identify and
respond to the needs of the populations affected
by the current wildfires. UMCOR stands ready to
support the response of the conferences with relief
kits, Early Response Teams, and funding. For more
info, go to:
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/resources/newsstories/2018/august/umcor-responds-to-currentdisasters-around-the-world

Westside Food Bank

Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the
month of January we are collecting nutritional and
other granola bars.

The Shareringers is a group of mostly retired, but
active people. We meet monthly for a Friday
potluck dinner with a speaker in the Fireside Room.
We alternate religious programs with travel, book
sharing, and topics-of-current programs. Also,
we have an outing each month, such as museum
tours, barbecues and picnics, game nights, theatre
outings, restaurant dining, and craft making. We
are a caring, sharing group and welcome new
members! For more information, call the church
office: 310.393.8258.

FOCUS ON

COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE

December 30, 2018			

			

Men’s Breakfast

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study is a weekly meeting
where men of all ages and generations gather to
ground themselves in the Holy Scripture. As men
try to navigate the stresses and complexities of this
modern world and daily life, Men’s Breakfast is a
place for community, prayer and fellowship through
the sharing of God’s Holy word. Come by as your
schedule permits.
Tuesdays: 7 a.m., Fireside Room

LOOKING FORWARD
Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
Come one, come all to our January Book Study on January 27 after worship in the
Fireside Room. Our January and February books have been chosen to help prepare
us for the Special Session of the General Conference of the UMC to take place in
St. Louis in February. As a global church, we are wrestling with questions of how to
remain united for mission and ministry given different perspectives on human sexuality.
Our January book is Embracing the Wideness: The Shared Convictions of The
United Methodist Church. The author, Bishop Ken Carter, is currently President of the UM Council
of Bishops and one of the three convenors of the Commission on the Way Forward which has presented
legislation to the General Conference.
Come for what promises to be a lively discussion! Carter’s book is an accessible introduction to the
theology and polity of the UMC. Books are available for sale in the church office and at the Sunday
Hospitality Table.

Sunday, January 27, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Starting in the mid-1750’s, Methodist people observed a Watch Night or Covenant
Service. While we normally think of New Year’s as a time of making resolutions, today’s
Covenant Service invites us to renew our covenant with God, whom Wesley called “Our
Covenant Friend.” Following the short homily, we will enter into a time of congregational
prayers and covenant renewal led by our pastors. This is a deeply prayerful service, and it is
our hope that it will be a true time of reflection and commitment as we begin a new year as
disciples of Jesus Christ.

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

