
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

      17th Sunday in Kingdomtide  •  September 16, 2018

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

W O R S H I P

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—Flowers: Given to the glory of God, from donations to the First UMC 
Flower Fund. Please consider a gift to the Flower Fund, which will be 
used for Sundays such as today when flowers have not been ordered.   

—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.

—Stop by the Fireside Room after worship to see First UMC member 
Allan Walker’s Summertime solo exhibition.  Allan has brought back a 
few photographs he displayed here almost 10 years ago, along with 
several new pieces.  

—Next Sunday: Baptism; Blessing of the Crucifers & Acolytes; 
Rev. Patricia Farris will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In September, 
please bring Macaroni & Cheese and other packaged dinners. You 
may leave items in the bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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 W E  G A T H E R

WELCOME      Dara I’Anson 

PRELUDE   Allegro from Trio Sonata No. 1 in E-flat (J. S. Bach)  Ty Woodward, Organ

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #139 United Methodist Hymnal — Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Andrew Buxton
God is always nearer than our next breath.
We gather to become more aware of God’s presence.
Knowledge of God fills our hearts with joy and peace.
We see God’s abundance in our world. 
Give us grace to learn and grow in God’s love,
That we may show kindness, live peace and walk in the way of justice.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Almighty God, God of our fathers immortal. Mighty art Thou, the Lord of Lords!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Cooper Nessel
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

Resident Bishop
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

p.farris@santamonicaumc.org

Director of Children & Youth Ministry
Tricia Guerrero

t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org

Pastoral Associate
Nathan Oney

n.oney@santamonicaumc.org

Business Administrator
Christina Eddy

c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org

Congregation Care Associate
Anne Premer

a.premer@santamonicaumc.org

Preschool Director
Batsheva Spector

b.spector@santamonicaumc.org

Assistant to the Preschool Director
Dane Rold

d.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Music Director
Dr. James Smith

Organist
Ty Woodward

Lead Coordinator 
Sarah Rold

s.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Membership and Facilities 
Coordinator

David Penson
d.penson@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Director
Tina Gage

t.gage@santamonicaumc.org

Ministries & Communications 
Coordinator 

Shalimar Carducci
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org

Head Custodian
Javier Espinoza

"Whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name welcomes me..."

–Mark 9:37a  



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Ron Theile
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

 I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to Children's Church in the Chapel and Room 206.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney 
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM           The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director
  O Jesus, I Have Promised (Howard Helvey)

O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; be Thou forever near me, my Master and my 
Friend: I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt 
be my guide. O let me hear Thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the storms of passion, the 
murmurs of selfwill; O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak, and make me listen, Thou 
Guardian of my soul. O Jesus, Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee, that where Thou art in glory 
there shall Thy servant be; and Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; O give me grace to 
follow, my Master and my Friend. Amen.

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

THE GOSPEL   Mark 9:30-37  (Pew Bible page 45, N.T.) John Buxton 
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

SERMON     “Fear and Greatness”  Tricia Guerrero
*HYMN   #2175 TFWS — Together We Serve

*BENEDICTION   Tricia Guerrero

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE     Fanfare  (Jacques Lemons)         Ty Woodward
INVITATION TO PRAYER     #2171  TFWS  — Make Me a Channel of Your Peace (verses 1, 2)       

 LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Nathan Oney

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHORAL RESPONSE

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Annika Dodd                                                                             
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY           The Chancel Choir
 Rejoice, the Lord Is King (arr. Mack Wilberg)
Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore! Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph 
evermore:  lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  The Lord, the Savior 
reigns, the God of truth and love; when He had purged our stains, He took his seat above: lift up your 
heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o'er earth and 
heav'n; the keys of death and hell to Christ the Lord are giv'n. Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!  Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord and Judge shall come and take his 
servants up to their eternal home:  lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
Amen!

*RESPONSE   #94 UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Annika Dodd 
Gracious God, Giver of Life, as we bring our gifts to you, we are reminded of all 
the ways that you nourish and provide for us. Open our eyes, our ears and our 
hearts to perceive the life of generosity to which you’ve called us and for which 
you created us. We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

September 16, 2018   

 LOVING GOD WITH OUR MINDS
First UMC Membership

Membership is a celebration of the fact that 
someone belongs to our faith community in 
connection and commitment.  Our belonging 
promotes service to and with each other, values 
mutual care, and develops meaningful and 
supportive relationships.  Becoming a member 
of First UMC is an act of publicly entering into 
a relationship with our faith community.  The 
church offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of 
belonging to one another.  At First UMC, we belong 
to God and to one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of 
First UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 
For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer 
to the back of the Order of Worship, or call the 
church office.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of September we are collecting Macaroni & 
Cheese, and other packaged dinners.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org.

SPECIAL CONCERT

Every year Senior Minister Rev. Patricia Farris selects a collection of 
books that make up the Loving God with Our Minds Book Study series. 
The books are chosen because they are thought-provoking, controversial, 
and illuminating. The goal is to grow our minds as we deepen our faith. 

The 2018/2019 Book Study season begins with Barking to the Choir: 
The Power of Radical Kinship, by Gregory Boyle. 

“Only love gets fists to open.” Father Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy 
Industries, gets right to the heart of the matter in examining the current 
climate of escalating hate and violence.  Drawn from his own experiences, Fr. Boyle points to the 
inherent value and goodness in every person.  It’s not about winning the argument or demonizing anyone, 
he maintains.  It’s about love and “believing that love never fails.  It doesn’t.”  The book is available at the 
Hospitality Table, in the church office, and on Amazon.  Read, bring something to share for the potluck 
lunch, and join in a spirited and hope-filled discussion.

AND – if you can name three books from our very first Book Study year in 2001, let us know.  The 
first reader to get their titles in will get a free copy of Barking to the Choir as your prize!  
Call the church office with your answers, or stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table.  

www. santamonicaumc.org/farrislibrary

Next Sunday, September 23, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Pick up this season’s 
bookmark in the narthex!



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
September Sunday School
Theme: Jesus’ Family
This Sunday: Jesus Creates a Family

September Youth Ministry 
6 - 9 p.m. UMYF Kick-off, gather in Simkins Hall 
for potluck.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday  10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday  5 p.m.                        simple church

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship returns, 
Youth Lounge  
Wednesday, September 19
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Friday, September 21 - Deadline to submit 
artwork for Animal Art Exhibit
Saturday, September 22 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
Sunday, September 23 - Baptism • Blessing of 
the Acolytes & Crucifers  
11 a.m. Acolyte/Crucifer Training, S
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Book 
Study/Potluck, FR

First UMC takes the safety of the children 
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe 
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment 
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all 
of our children, youth, and adults.

Ralphs Community Contribution Program
Ralphs will donate up to 4% of all purchases to First 
UMC, at no extra cost to you!  This year, First UMC 
has a new vendor number that must be linked to 
your account.  Navigating the Ralph’s website can 
be a challenge, so we’ve included instructions on 
our website to help you sign up for the Community 
Rewards Program. Go to www.santamonicaumc.
org/ralphs. Thank you for your support. If you need 
assistance with the sign-up, please call or stop by the 
church office.

Animal Art Exhibit: Deadline to Submit this Week
First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art 
community exhibit in the Fireside Room this fall. 
Our theme this year: Creatures of  the Sea.  We 
are looking for paintings, sketches, photographs, 
carvings, etc.  Artists will need to fill out a submission 
form for each art piece (form available online www.
santamonicaumc.org/firesideroomart, or in the 
church office.) Selected submissions should be ready 
for hanging/displaying, brought to the church office 
no later than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.  Artists 
are invited to attend the opening which is right after 
the annual Blessing of the Animals service at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, October 6.  Contact Shalimar Carducci 
in the church office: 310-393.8258 x 113, or: 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org to sign up or 
for questions.

Blessing of the Animals
All pets large and small are welcome for the 
annual Blessing of the Animals.  Come early at 
9:30 a.m. for refreshments, and bring a photo for 
the In Loving Memory board to honor your pet. 
Blessings begin at 10 a.m.  Pick up a pet tag, and 
be sure to visit the photo booth. You may also bring 
new pet food and supplies to donate to local animal 
shelters. 
Saturday, October 6, 10 a.m., in the Courtyard 

simple church special speaker: Rev. Patricia Farris

First UMC & Preschool Fall Festival
Stay after church October 7 for the First UMC Fall 
Festival as both the church and Preschool celebrate 
a new year together, and also celebrate the 70th 
Anniversary of the First UMC Preschool. There will 
be delicious food, a bounce house, slide, photo 
booth, games and a Chili Cook-Off, so don’t miss 
the celebration!  
Sunday, October 7, 11 a.m. in the Courtyard

On the Website
Many church events are captured by church 
member Allan Walker and other members.  To view 
those photos visit the Photo Gallery page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/photos.  If you have 
photos from church events you would like to share 
please email them to: photo@santamonicaumc.org, 
or call the church office. 

Walk the Labyrinth - Today
The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins Hall floor of First 
UMC is a replica of the Chartres Labyrinth laid in the 
cathedral around 1220 CE.  Walking the Labyrinth is an 
ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds and 
open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.  If you’ve 
never been before, there are printed instructions to help 
with your walking meditation. Take an hour for yourself 
in this “device-free” zone. Every step a prayer.
Today, 2:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall

DanceFit!
DanceFit is back for the Fall!  First UMC member 
Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  “DanceFit is inspired 
by Zumba, a high-energy interval workout set to upbeat 
music, featuring choreographed dance tailored for fitness. 
What if I can’t dance? You don’t need to be a great 
dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed 
for multiple levels, including beginners. We emphasize 
moving to the music and having fun regardless of your 
fitness level.” (No charge.)  Wear comfortable shoes and 
bring water.
Saturday, September 22, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300 
(*note room change)

YSP Report Back
Thirteen youth and five adults traveled to Slidell, 
Louisiana, this summer to repair homes of those in need.  
First UMC will host a YSP Report Back & Luncheon 
after worship to hear stories from the team about their 
experiences.  All are welcome!  No charge.   
Sunday, September 30, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Blessing w the Animals

Free Flu Vaccine!

First UMC has the privilege of hosting one of 
the first flu vaccination clinics this season to be 
provided by the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health.  This gives us the opportunity 
to both keep ourselves healthy and help keep 
our community healthy.  So, mark your calendar, 
tell your friends and neighbors, and join us in 
Simkins Hall to get your free flu vaccine!  No 
appointments necessary.
Wednesday, October 17, 9 - 11:30 a.m. 
in Simkins Hall
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for potluck.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday  10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday  5 p.m.                        simple church

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
2:30 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
6 p.m. United Methodist Youth Fellowship returns, 
Youth Lounge  
Wednesday, September 19
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Friday, September 21 - Deadline to submit 
artwork for Animal Art Exhibit
Saturday, September 22 
10 a.m. DanceFit, Room 300
Sunday, September 23 - Baptism • Blessing of 
the Acolytes & Crucifers  
11 a.m. Acolyte/Crucifer Training, S
11:30 a.m. Loving God with Our Minds Book 
Study/Potluck, FR

First UMC takes the safety of the children 
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe 
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment 
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all 
of our children, youth, and adults.

Ralphs Community Contribution Program
Ralphs will donate up to 4% of all purchases to First 
UMC, at no extra cost to you!  This year, First UMC 
has a new vendor number that must be linked to 
your account.  Navigating the Ralph’s website can 
be a challenge, so we’ve included instructions on 
our website to help you sign up for the Community 
Rewards Program. Go to www.santamonicaumc.
org/ralphs. Thank you for your support. If you need 
assistance with the sign-up, please call or stop by the 
church office.

Animal Art Exhibit: Deadline to Submit this Week
First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art 
community exhibit in the Fireside Room this fall. 
Our theme this year: Creatures of  the Sea.  We 
are looking for paintings, sketches, photographs, 
carvings, etc.  Artists will need to fill out a submission 
form for each art piece (form available online www.
santamonicaumc.org/firesideroomart, or in the 
church office.) Selected submissions should be ready 
for hanging/displaying, brought to the church office 
no later than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.  Artists 
are invited to attend the opening which is right after 
the annual Blessing of the Animals service at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, October 6.  Contact Shalimar Carducci 
in the church office: 310-393.8258 x 113, or: 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org to sign up or 
for questions.

Blessing of the Animals
All pets large and small are welcome for the 
annual Blessing of the Animals.  Come early at 
9:30 a.m. for refreshments, and bring a photo for 
the In Loving Memory board to honor your pet. 
Blessings begin at 10 a.m.  Pick up a pet tag, and 
be sure to visit the photo booth. You may also bring 
new pet food and supplies to donate to local animal 
shelters. 
Saturday, October 6, 10 a.m., in the Courtyard 

simple church special speaker: Rev. Patricia Farris

First UMC & Preschool Fall Festival
Stay after church October 7 for the First UMC Fall 
Festival as both the church and Preschool celebrate 
a new year together, and also celebrate the 70th 
Anniversary of the First UMC Preschool. There will 
be delicious food, a bounce house, slide, photo 
booth, games and a Chili Cook-Off, so don’t miss 
the celebration!  
Sunday, October 7, 11 a.m. in the Courtyard

On the Website
Many church events are captured by church 
member Allan Walker and other members.  To view 
those photos visit the Photo Gallery page:
www.santamonicaumc.org/photos.  If you have 
photos from church events you would like to share 
please email them to: photo@santamonicaumc.org, 
or call the church office. 

Walk the Labyrinth - Today
The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins Hall floor of First 
UMC is a replica of the Chartres Labyrinth laid in the 
cathedral around 1220 CE.  Walking the Labyrinth is an 
ancient spiritual practice, a way to quiet our minds and 
open our spirits to the presence of the Holy.  If you’ve 
never been before, there are printed instructions to help 
with your walking meditation. Take an hour for yourself 
in this “device-free” zone. Every step a prayer.
Today, 2:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall

DanceFit!
DanceFit is back for the Fall!  First UMC member 
Whitney Hagan leads DanceFit:  “DanceFit is inspired 
by Zumba, a high-energy interval workout set to upbeat 
music, featuring choreographed dance tailored for fitness. 
What if I can’t dance? You don’t need to be a great 
dancer to feel welcome in DanceFit! The class is designed 
for multiple levels, including beginners. We emphasize 
moving to the music and having fun regardless of your 
fitness level.” (No charge.)  Wear comfortable shoes and 
bring water.
Saturday, September 22, 10 - 11 a.m. in Room 300 
(*note room change)

YSP Report Back
Thirteen youth and five adults traveled to Slidell, 
Louisiana, this summer to repair homes of those in need.  
First UMC will host a YSP Report Back & Luncheon 
after worship to hear stories from the team about their 
experiences.  All are welcome!  No charge.   
Sunday, September 30, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Blessing w the Animals

Free Flu Vaccine!

First UMC has the privilege of hosting one of 
the first flu vaccination clinics this season to be 
provided by the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health.  This gives us the opportunity 
to both keep ourselves healthy and help keep 
our community healthy.  So, mark your calendar, 
tell your friends and neighbors, and join us in 
Simkins Hall to get your free flu vaccine!  No 
appointments necessary.
Wednesday, October 17, 9 - 11:30 a.m. 
in Simkins Hall



F I R ST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403

www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

September 16, 2018   

 LOVING GOD WITH OUR MINDS
First UMC Membership

Membership is a celebration of the fact that 
someone belongs to our faith community in 
connection and commitment.  Our belonging 
promotes service to and with each other, values 
mutual care, and develops meaningful and 
supportive relationships.  Becoming a member 
of First UMC is an act of publicly entering into 
a relationship with our faith community.  The 
church offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of 
belonging to one another.  At First UMC, we belong 
to God and to one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of 
First UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 
For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer 
to the back of the Order of Worship, or call the 
church office.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of September we are collecting Macaroni & 
Cheese, and other packaged dinners.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org.

SPECIAL CONCERT

Every year Senior Minister Rev. Patricia Farris selects a collection of 
books that make up the Loving God with Our Minds Book Study series. 
The books are chosen because they are thought-provoking, controversial, 
and illuminating. The goal is to grow our minds as we deepen our faith. 

The 2018/2019 Book Study season begins with Barking to the Choir: 
The Power of Radical Kinship, by Gregory Boyle. 

“Only love gets fists to open.” Father Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy 
Industries, gets right to the heart of the matter in examining the current 
climate of escalating hate and violence.  Drawn from his own experiences, Fr. Boyle points to the 
inherent value and goodness in every person.  It’s not about winning the argument or demonizing anyone, 
he maintains.  It’s about love and “believing that love never fails.  It doesn’t.”  The book is available at the 
Hospitality Table, in the church office, and on Amazon.  Read, bring something to share for the potluck 
lunch, and join in a spirited and hope-filled discussion.

AND – if you can name three books from our very first Book Study year in 2001, let us know.  The 
first reader to get their titles in will get a free copy of Barking to the Choir as your prize!  
Call the church office with your answers, or stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table.  

www. santamonicaumc.org/farrislibrary

Next Sunday, September 23, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Pick up this season’s 
bookmark in the narthex!
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