
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

      14th Sunday in Kingdomtide  •  August 26, 2018

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

W O R S H I P

F I RST  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I ST  C H U R C H  o f   SA N TA  M O N I CA
1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously. 
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to 
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth, 
and adults.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—Rev. Farris is in Washington, D.C., attending a meeting of the United 
Methodist Committee on Faith and Order.  She returns Wednesday 
evening.

—Flowers: "Given with thanks to God for his loving care and guidance 
and for the support of our church family as we celebrate August 
wedding anniversaries: Second anniversary of Kimberly Yarris and Peter 
Roney, and our 60th wedding anniversary."  From Herb and Mary Lois 
Roney. 

—During the summer months the Chancel Choir is singing some of their 
favorite anthems from the prior year.  We hope they are your favorites 
also.

—To request prayers, fill in a Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card and place 
it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be 
on your mind!  We’re here to serve you.

—Next Sunday: Holy Communion; Nathan Oney will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In September, 
please bring Macaroni & Cheese and other packaged dinners. You 
may leave items in the bin located outside the Sanctuary.
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WELCOME      Nathan Oney 

PRELUDE     Allegretto from Sonata No. 4 (Felix Mendelssohn) Ty Woodward, Organ

 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN     #577 United Methodist Hymnal — God of Grace and God of Glory  

*CALL TO WORSHIP          Jon Sarley, Lay Lector
O God, you are the source of our strength and the ground of our hope.    
In you we find power and guidance for the journey of life.    
Open now our hearts and minds to receive a full measure of your grace.   
Empower us to become more the people you intend us to be.  Amen!

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving Thee whom we adore. Amen and Amen!”

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST    Tricia Guerrero
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

Resident Bishop
Bishop Grant J. Hagiya

West District Superintendent
Rev. Mark M. Nakagawa

Senior Minister
Rev. Patricia Farris

p.farris@santamonicaumc.org

Director of Children & Youth Ministry
Tricia Guerrero

t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org

Pastoral Associate
Nathan Oney

n.oney@santamonicaumc.org

Business Administrator
Christina Eddy

c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org

Congregation Care Associate
Anne Premer

a.premer@santamonicaumc.org

Preschool Director
Batsheva Spector

b.spector@santamonicaumc.org

Assistant to the Preschool Director
Dane Rold

d.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Music Director
Dr. James Smith

Organist
Ty Woodward

Lead Coordinator 
Sarah Rold

s.rold@santamonicaumc.org

Membership and Facilities 
Coordinator

David Penson
d.penson@santamonicaumc.org

Communications Director
Tina Gage

t.gage@santamonicaumc.org

Ministries & Communications 
Coordinator 

Shalimar Carducci
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org

Head Custodian
Javier Espinoza

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his power. 

– Ephesians 6:10



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  G O  F O R T H  T O  S E R V E

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   Tricia Guerrero
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

 I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE    Nathan Oney 
We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 

  Thanks be to God!

 W E  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

ANTHEM           The Chancel Choir /Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Be Thou My Vision (Craig Courtney)
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart: naught be all else to me, save that thou art. Thou my best thought 
by day or by night, waking or sleeping thy presence my light. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: thou and thou only first in my heart. High king of heaven, my 
treasure thou art.  High king of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’ns 
Sun!  Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

THE LESSON   Ephesians 6:10-20   (Pew Bible page 195, N.T.) Jon Sarley 
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

SERMON     “Shaping Up”  Rev. Larry Young *HYMN    #513 UMH — Soldiers of Christ, Arise

*BENEDICTION   Rev. Young 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

 POSTLUDE      Trumpet Voluntary in E-flat (David N. Johnson)          Ty Woodward
INVITATION TO PRAYER     #142 UMH  — If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee  (verses 1 & 2)        

 LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD    Tricia Guerrero

SILENT PRAYER  &  PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES     Nathan Oney                                                                             
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in 
the offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY           The Chancel Choir
We Believe (Dan Forrest)
We believe in God Supreme, ever present, never seen; God most high, who reigns above; Father nigh, 
whose name is Love. We whose prayers to God ascend praise creation’s source and end. We rejoice 
in Jesus Christ God’s own Son, our sacrifice; very God, yet virgin born; sinless, yet for sinners torn. We 
whom Jesus died to win know He lives to come again. We adore the spirit free author of our unity.  
Giver of the sacred word, wellspring of the second birth. We whom He indwells and fills yield our 
hearts and minds and wills. We, the Church, affirm our faith in the Triune God of grace; kingdoms fall 
and ages change; faithful, changeless God remains!  One in Christ, we lift one voice! We believe, and 
we rejoice!

*RESPONSE   #94 UMH — The Doxology

*UNISON  PRAYER OF DEDICATION      Nathan Oney 
We give because you have been generous to us, gracious God.  We give to feed the 
hungers of body and soul that are all around us and deep within.  Bless these gifts 
to their intended use; and as we are blessed, make us also a blessing to others.  
Amen.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

August 26, 2018  by Dan Stirling, Family Place Community Meal Volunteer

 COMMUNITY MEAL  

LOCAL NEWS:  DIAL-A-RIDE IS NOW CALLED MODE

What is MODE?  MODE stands for Mobility On 
Demand Everyday. WISE and Healthy Aging 
and Big Blue Bus partnered with Lyft to provide 
curb-to-curb, on-demand transportation for 
seniors and individuals with disabilities who 
live in Santa Monica.  Most trips on MODE are 
provided by Lyft, an on-demand ride service 
that matches you with a nearby driver who will 
pick you up within minutes.  You may use the 
service to go anywhere within the Santa Monica 
city limits.

Health care: Visit a doctor, therapist, medical 
facility and hospital.
Education: Take a class, attend school, 
a lecture or a discussion group.
Enjoyment: Visit friends and relatives, church, 
the movies, the park or any recreational or 
social activity.
Shopping: Go to grocery stores, department 
stores, the mall or any shopping area in 
Santa Monica. 

They also provide access to the following facilities 
during regular hours of operation:

• UCLA Medical Center, Westwood
• Kaiser Medical Centers in West Los Angeles 
and Culver City/Marina del Rey
• V.A. Greater Los Angeles Healthcare Center
• Select shopping destinations on Lincoln Blvd. 
in Venice

The one-way fare for clients and companions is 
50 cents and 25 cents for Personal Care 
Attendants.

Who is eligible?
Any City of Santa Monica resident who is at least 
age 60 or a person with a disability who is at least 
age 18. 
To sign up, call WISE and Healthy Aging at 
310-394-9871.  For more information or questions, 
contact Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.

www.santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

It’s late afternoon, and as we wheel the cart filled with food and 
utensils into the courtyard I see a few familiar faces, parents and 
children enjoying the open air and community of the shared space. 
“Are we going to play tag?” a young girl asks. “Of course! Why do 
you think I’m here?”

We push the cart into the community room and begin to set up with some of the other First UMC 
members who have made this a monthly ritual, and perhaps one or two new people who may be church 
members or friends of church members.  A smorgasboard of food begins to appear on the serving table, 
with more dishes arriving soon. Some of the residents help with the setup too.  Meanwhile, one or two 
people set up an arts and crafts table to give the kids something fun to do (apart from running on and 
around the playground equipment which is an ongoing pastime.)  This is a time to chat with friends: 
with people we have known for years from church; for people we have gotten to know over the past few 
months of dinners; and with new resident parents and kids.

Eventually the setup is complete, residents and church members alike line up to be served, and to 
dine in community with one another.  I fill my plate and find a seat that looks like it will provide good 
conversation.  After I have finished eating I wander outside.  Moments later an energetic child runs up to 
me. “Tag, you’re it!” And the chase is on.

All are welcome to share in the next Community Meal, on
Thursday, August 30 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm., Family Place, 1020 12th St. Santa Monica.
Please email: meal@santamonicaumc.org if you would like to participate.

Dan Stirling, left, at a 
Family Place Community Meal.

First UMC Membership
Membership is a celebration of the fact that 
someone belongs to our faith community in 
connection and commitment.  Our belonging 
promotes service to and with each other, values 
mutual care, and develops meaningful and 
supportive relationships.  Becoming a member 
of First UMC is an act of publicly entering into 
a relationship with our faith community.  The 
church offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of 
belonging to one another.  At First UMC, we belong 
to God and to one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of 
First UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 
For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer 
to the back of the Order of Worship, or call the 
church office.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of September we are collecting Macaroni & 
Cheese, and other packaged dinners.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org.



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
August Sunday School
Theme: The People Jesus Met
Anchor Point: We Can Follow Jesus’s Example
This Sunday: The Man by the Pool

August Youth Ministry 
UMYF returns from their summer break Sept. 16, 
Youth Connect returns Sept. 23.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday  10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday  5 p.m.                        simple church

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today 
11:30 a.m. Brain Health Seminar: Living a 
Healthy Lifestyle, Simkins Hall   
Monday, August 27
8 a.m. First Day of Preschool, Education Bldg.
Wednesday, August 29
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursday, August 30
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, OS
Sunday, September 2 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 3 - Labor Day, church 
campus closed
 

First UMC takes the safety of the children 
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe 
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment 
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all 
of our children, youth, and adults.

United Methodist Dodger Night #2
If you missed the recent UMC Dodger Night, a 
second night as been added! The Dodgers vs. the San 
Diego Padres on Friday, September 21, 7:10 p.m. at 
Dodger Stadium. The seating for this game is in the 
Preferred Reserve section on the 1st Baseline side, 
and ticket price includes a Dodger Dog and soda. 
Tickets are $40. Deadline to order is September 10. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/dodgers for more 
info.
Game Night: Friday, September 21, 7:10 p.m. 
Dodger Stadium

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
The 2018/2019 Book Study season begins with  
Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship, 
by Greg Boyle. “Only love gets fists to open.” 
Father Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries, 
gets right to the heart of the matter in examining 
the current climate of escalating hate and violence.  
Drawn from his own experiences, Fr. Boyle points to 
the inherent value and goodness in every person.  
It’s not about winning the argument or demonizing 
anyone, he maintains.  It’s about love and “believing 
that love never fails.  It doesn’t.”  The book is 
available at the Hospitality Table, in the church 
office, and on Amazon.  Read, bring something 
to share for the potluck lunch, and come join in a 
spirited and hope-filled discussion.
AND – if you can name 3 books from our very first 
Book Study year in 2001, let us know.  The first reader 
to get their titles in will get a free copy of “Barking to 
the Choir” as your prize!  Call the church office with 
your answers, or stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Sunday, September 23, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room

YSP Report Back
Thirteen youth and five adults traveled to Slidell, 
Louisiana, this summer to repair homes of those in 
need.  First UMC will host a YSP Report Back & 
Luncheon after worship to hear stories from the team 
about their experiences.  All are welcome!  
No charge.   
Sunday, September 30, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

simple church special speaker: Nathan Oney

Brain Health Seminar Part 2: Memory and Aging, 
Living a Brain Healthy Lifestyle - Today

Monica Moore, MSG, from the Mary S. Easton Center 
for Alzheimer’s Disease Research at UCLA returns to 
present Memory and Aging: Living a Brain Healthy 
Lifestyle. Did you know that what is good for the 
body is also good for the brain?  This presentation 
will discuss the latest reseach on what you can do to 
keep your brain healthy as you age, and what we 
know about ways to reduce your risk of developing 
dementia. Light refreshments served. No charge.
Today after worship, 11:30 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Messy Church
Messy Church is back at First UMC for the Fall! At 
Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another through crafts, activities, music, 
and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy 
a shared meal.  Children and adults of all ages are 
welcome so invite the grandparents, your neighbors 
and school friends to this new church community.  
Be ready to get messy!  September’s theme: Love 
Your Neighbor. To sign up to receive Messy Church 
email reminders, go to: www. santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch.
Saturday, September 8, 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Chapel/Simkins Hall

Spring Concert - Now on CD
If you were unable to attend the First UMC Spring 
Concert that was held in May, or would like to 
enjoy it again, you may now purchase the CD!  The 
concert featured Maurice Durfle’s Requiem, and Kirke 
Mechem’s Song of the Slave.  CDs are available at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table for $10. 

Attention Artists!  Call Out for Second Annual 
Animal Art Exhibit

First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art 
community exhibit in the Fireside Room this fall.  
Thank you for all the positive feedback from last 
year’s show!  Our theme this year: Creatures of  
the Sea.  We are looking for paintings, sketches, 
photographs, carvings, etc.  Artists will need to fill 
out a submission form for each art piece submitted 
(form available online www.santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart, or in the church office.)  There 
is limited space so please submit early.  Selected 
submissions should be ready for hanging/
displaying, brought to the church office no later 
than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.  Artists are 
invited to attend the opening which is right after the 
annual Blessing of the Animals service at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, October 6.  Contact Shalimar Carducci 
in the church office: 310-393.8258 x 113, or: 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org to sign up or for 
questions.

Habitat for Humanity Upcoming Build Days
First UMC volunteers had a great build day at 
the Patience House Culver City location, minus the 
record heat, on Saturday, July 7.  There are a few 
volunteer slots available for September 8 (one 
spot) and November 3 (two spots).  Limited signups 
for builders - the Westside Coalition allocates a 
certain number of people that we can bring to each 
build.  To sign up for either month, contact John 
Youngman (john@youngman.us) or Joyce Landsverk 
(jlandsve@verizon.net).  
For more info about what to bring for the build 
day, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat.
Build dates: Saturdays, September 8 & November 3:  
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Location: 4000 block of  Globe 
Ave., Culver City



FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY  (CONTINUED)

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
August Sunday School
Theme: The People Jesus Met
Anchor Point: We Can Follow Jesus’s Example
This Sunday: The Man by the Pool

August Youth Ministry 
UMYF returns from their summer break Sept. 16, 
Youth Connect returns Sept. 23.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday  10 a.m.         Sanctuary Worship
Sunday  5 p.m.                        simple church

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall. 
If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY

Today 
11:30 a.m. Brain Health Seminar: Living a 
Healthy Lifestyle, Simkins Hall   
Monday, August 27
8 a.m. First Day of Preschool, Education Bldg.
Wednesday, August 29
9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Lunch, Workroom
Thursday, August 30
5:30 p.m. Family Place Community Meal, OS
Sunday, September 2 - Holy Communion
Monday, September 3 - Labor Day, church 
campus closed
 

First UMC takes the safety of the children 
and youth very seriously. We follow Safe 
Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment 
to the physical safety and spiritual growth of all 
of our children, youth, and adults.

United Methodist Dodger Night #2
If you missed the recent UMC Dodger Night, a 
second night as been added! The Dodgers vs. the San 
Diego Padres on Friday, September 21, 7:10 p.m. at 
Dodger Stadium. The seating for this game is in the 
Preferred Reserve section on the 1st Baseline side, 
and ticket price includes a Dodger Dog and soda. 
Tickets are $40. Deadline to order is September 10. 
Go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/dodgers for more 
info.
Game Night: Friday, September 21, 7:10 p.m. 
Dodger Stadium

Loving God with Our Minds Book Study/Potluck
The 2018/2019 Book Study season begins with  
Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship, 
by Greg Boyle. “Only love gets fists to open.” 
Father Greg Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries, 
gets right to the heart of the matter in examining 
the current climate of escalating hate and violence.  
Drawn from his own experiences, Fr. Boyle points to 
the inherent value and goodness in every person.  
It’s not about winning the argument or demonizing 
anyone, he maintains.  It’s about love and “believing 
that love never fails.  It doesn’t.”  The book is 
available at the Hospitality Table, in the church 
office, and on Amazon.  Read, bring something 
to share for the potluck lunch, and come join in a 
spirited and hope-filled discussion.
AND – if you can name 3 books from our very first 
Book Study year in 2001, let us know.  The first reader 
to get their titles in will get a free copy of “Barking to 
the Choir” as your prize!  Call the church office with 
your answers, or stop by the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Sunday, September 23, 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room

YSP Report Back
Thirteen youth and five adults traveled to Slidell, 
Louisiana, this summer to repair homes of those in 
need.  First UMC will host a YSP Report Back & 
Luncheon after worship to hear stories from the team 
about their experiences.  All are welcome!  
No charge.   
Sunday, September 30, 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall

simple church special speaker: Nathan Oney

Brain Health Seminar Part 2: Memory and Aging, 
Living a Brain Healthy Lifestyle - Today

Monica Moore, MSG, from the Mary S. Easton Center 
for Alzheimer’s Disease Research at UCLA returns to 
present Memory and Aging: Living a Brain Healthy 
Lifestyle. Did you know that what is good for the 
body is also good for the brain?  This presentation 
will discuss the latest reseach on what you can do to 
keep your brain healthy as you age, and what we 
know about ways to reduce your risk of developing 
dementia. Light refreshments served. No charge.
Today after worship, 11:30 a.m. in Simkins Hall

Messy Church
Messy Church is back at First UMC for the Fall! At 
Messy Church, we grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another through crafts, activities, music, 
and stories of God’s love. Then, together we enjoy 
a shared meal.  Children and adults of all ages are 
welcome so invite the grandparents, your neighbors 
and school friends to this new church community.  
Be ready to get messy!  September’s theme: Love 
Your Neighbor. To sign up to receive Messy Church 
email reminders, go to: www. santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch.
Saturday, September 8, 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Chapel/Simkins Hall

Spring Concert - Now on CD
If you were unable to attend the First UMC Spring 
Concert that was held in May, or would like to 
enjoy it again, you may now purchase the CD!  The 
concert featured Maurice Durfle’s Requiem, and Kirke 
Mechem’s Song of the Slave.  CDs are available at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table for $10. 

Attention Artists!  Call Out for Second Annual 
Animal Art Exhibit

First UMC is thrilled to bring back the Animal Art 
community exhibit in the Fireside Room this fall.  
Thank you for all the positive feedback from last 
year’s show!  Our theme this year: Creatures of  
the Sea.  We are looking for paintings, sketches, 
photographs, carvings, etc.  Artists will need to fill 
out a submission form for each art piece submitted 
(form available online www.santamonicaumc.org/
firesideroomart, or in the church office.)  There 
is limited space so please submit early.  Selected 
submissions should be ready for hanging/
displaying, brought to the church office no later 
than Friday, September 21, 3 p.m.  Artists are 
invited to attend the opening which is right after the 
annual Blessing of the Animals service at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, October 6.  Contact Shalimar Carducci 
in the church office: 310-393.8258 x 113, or: 
s.carducci@santamonicaumc.org to sign up or for 
questions.

Habitat for Humanity Upcoming Build Days
First UMC volunteers had a great build day at 
the Patience House Culver City location, minus the 
record heat, on Saturday, July 7.  There are a few 
volunteer slots available for September 8 (one 
spot) and November 3 (two spots).  Limited signups 
for builders - the Westside Coalition allocates a 
certain number of people that we can bring to each 
build.  To sign up for either month, contact John 
Youngman (john@youngman.us) or Joyce Landsverk 
(jlandsve@verizon.net).  
For more info about what to bring for the build 
day, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/habitat.
Build dates: Saturdays, September 8 & November 3:  
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Location: 4000 block of  Globe 
Ave., Culver City
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES OPEN INVITATIONS F O C U S    O N

August 26, 2018  by Dan Stirling, Family Place Community Meal Volunteer

 COMMUNITY MEAL  

LOCAL NEWS:  DIAL-A-RIDE IS NOW CALLED MODE

What is MODE?  MODE stands for Mobility On 
Demand Everyday. WISE and Healthy Aging 
and Big Blue Bus partnered with Lyft to provide 
curb-to-curb, on-demand transportation for 
seniors and individuals with disabilities who 
live in Santa Monica.  Most trips on MODE are 
provided by Lyft, an on-demand ride service 
that matches you with a nearby driver who will 
pick you up within minutes.  You may use the 
service to go anywhere within the Santa Monica 
city limits.

Health care: Visit a doctor, therapist, medical 
facility and hospital.
Education: Take a class, attend school, 
a lecture or a discussion group.
Enjoyment: Visit friends and relatives, church, 
the movies, the park or any recreational or 
social activity.
Shopping: Go to grocery stores, department 
stores, the mall or any shopping area in 
Santa Monica. 

They also provide access to the following facilities 
during regular hours of operation:

• UCLA Medical Center, Westwood
• Kaiser Medical Centers in West Los Angeles 
and Culver City/Marina del Rey
• V.A. Greater Los Angeles Healthcare Center
• Select shopping destinations on Lincoln Blvd. 
in Venice

The one-way fare for clients and companions is 
50 cents and 25 cents for Personal Care 
Attendants.

Who is eligible?
Any City of Santa Monica resident who is at least 
age 60 or a person with a disability who is at least 
age 18. 
To sign up, call WISE and Healthy Aging at 
310-394-9871.  For more information or questions, 
contact Anne Premer: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org.

www.santamonicaumc.org/health-ministry

It’s late afternoon, and as we wheel the cart filled with food and 
utensils into the courtyard I see a few familiar faces, parents and 
children enjoying the open air and community of the shared space. 
“Are we going to play tag?” a young girl asks. “Of course! Why do 
you think I’m here?”

We push the cart into the community room and begin to set up with some of the other First UMC 
members who have made this a monthly ritual, and perhaps one or two new people who may be church 
members or friends of church members.  A smorgasboard of food begins to appear on the serving table, 
with more dishes arriving soon. Some of the residents help with the setup too.  Meanwhile, one or two 
people set up an arts and crafts table to give the kids something fun to do (apart from running on and 
around the playground equipment which is an ongoing pastime.)  This is a time to chat with friends: 
with people we have known for years from church; for people we have gotten to know over the past few 
months of dinners; and with new resident parents and kids.

Eventually the setup is complete, residents and church members alike line up to be served, and to 
dine in community with one another.  I fill my plate and find a seat that looks like it will provide good 
conversation.  After I have finished eating I wander outside.  Moments later an energetic child runs up to 
me. “Tag, you’re it!” And the chase is on.

All are welcome to share in the next Community Meal, on
Thursday, August 30 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm., Family Place, 1020 12th St. Santa Monica.
Please email: meal@santamonicaumc.org if you would like to participate.

Dan Stirling, left, at a 
Family Place Community Meal.

First UMC Membership
Membership is a celebration of the fact that 
someone belongs to our faith community in 
connection and commitment.  Our belonging 
promotes service to and with each other, values 
mutual care, and develops meaningful and 
supportive relationships.  Becoming a member 
of First UMC is an act of publicly entering into 
a relationship with our faith community.  The 
church offers thanks and welcome in the spirit of 
belonging to one another.  At First UMC, we belong 
to God and to one another.
If you have questions on becoming a member of 
First UMC, please contact one of our Pastors. 
For a list of the pastors’ email addresses, refer 
to the back of the Order of Worship, or call the 
church office.

Westside Food Bank
Food is collected every Sunday to benefit the 
Westside Food Bank. Food bins can be found 
outside the Sanctuary and in the Preschool. For the 
month of September we are collecting Macaroni & 
Cheese, and other packaged dinners.

UMCOR
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
is the humanitarian relief and development arm of 
The United Methodist Church (UMC), a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization operated under the auspices 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. When 
UMCOR donors designate their contribution for a 
particular program or disaster response, UMCOR 
uses 100 percent of it on that program—none of 
it gets funneled back into fundraising or operating 
costs. To learn more, go to: www.umcor.org.
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