FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: Dried floral arrangements at the reredos help to remind us
of our Lenten Discipline during the season of Lent.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be
on your mind! We're here to serve you.

MISSIONS

—Next Sunday is Easter: Sunrise Service begins at 6:30 a.m. in
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.) Dress warmly, bring
blankets or chairs, and bring live flowers for the cross. Communion will
be served and fresh coffee will be provided. The Easter Celebration
Worship service begins at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary with music of choir,
brass and organ, beautiful flowers, and loud Alleluias! Rev. Patricia
Farris is preaching.
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In April,
please bring canned pork and beans.
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Many people spread their cloaks on the road,
and others spread leafy branches that they had
cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead
and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord!”
—Mark 11:8-9

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Tricia Guerrero
Ty Woodward, Organ

Prelude in C Minor (J. S. Bach)		

*THE GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Matthew 21:1-11
Krista Strauss, Lay Lector
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #280 United Methodist Hymnal — All Glory, Laud, and Honor
*CALL TO WORSHIP						
Krista Strauss
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven.
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Let those who trust the Lord say, “God’s steadfast love endures forever.”

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall
come in. He is the King of glory.”

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

		
Please greet those worshipping near you.
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1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403 www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

ANTHEM		

		Look! Someone’s Coming! (Jayne Southwick Cool)

Children’s Choir /Janet Searfoss, Director
Mary Crawford, Accompanist

Look! Someone’s coming, riding a donkey, People of Jerusalem come running out to see, Realize it’s
Jesus, and are happy as can be. Refrain: And they shout, “Hosanna in heaven! Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is Jesus, who comes in the name of the Lord!” Look! He is smiling, gentle and caring,
He’s the one who healed the sick and made the blind to see. He’s the one God sent to earth to make
his people free. Refrain. Look how the people give him a welcome; Spread their coats down on the
road, pick palms from nearby trees. Some are waving branches, and some, praying on their knees.
Refrain Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is Jesus, who comes in the name of the Lord!

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

#2233 The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong			

Tricia Guerrero

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

Rev. Robert English

		We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

Krista Strauss

Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
LISTENING FOR THE VOICE OF GOD				
INVITATION TO PRAYER — The Earth Sings

INTERCESSORY PRAYER FOR THE CREATION (with sung response)

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 			
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

Hosanna in excelsis Deo.

As the congregation sings, the children and youth may go to a special Palm Sunday in Sunday
School in Room 300.

SERMON "Opening the Way to Paradise"

CHORAL RESPONSE

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Hosanna to God in the Highest (Charles Gounod)

He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands
He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands

THE GOSPEL Mark 11:1-11 (Pew Bible page 47, N.T.)		
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERTORY

Loren Isaias Garner (see insert)
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (verse 1)

		BAPTISM

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. English

*RESPONSE #95 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 				

Rev. English

All glory to you, giver of life, sufficient and full for all creation. Earth and sea and
sky and all that lives declare your presence and love. Accept our praises. Renew
your creation. Reveal your glory in and through all that lives, that we may walk
humbly and joyfully with you, now and always. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (see insert)
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HYMN #278 UMH — Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE Litanies (Jehan Alain)

Ty Woodward

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Sunday, March 25, 2018

†

†

†
(To the Congregation)		

Parents and Godparents respond in bold italics. Congregation responds with words printed in bold type.

Rev. Patricia Farris

INTRODUCTION

Brothers and Sisters, from the beginnings of Christianity, baptism has been our
entrance into the family of faith. We believe baptism is a visible sign of the grace and
love of God at work in our lives. Through this gift of grace, we enter into a special
relationship with Christ. We are marked as his follower and welcomed as part of the
universal church. We believe that Jesus gives children a special place in the family of
faith. He said to us: “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”

Michael Lamb, Lay Leader

PRESENTATION			

We do.
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Loren in
your care?
With God’s help we will live in the example of Christ, growing in our love for
God and for one another. We will surround Loren with a community of grace and
forgiveness, that he may grow in his trust of God and learn how to serve others.
We will pray for him, that he may walk in love following Jesus in the way that
leads to life.

I am pleased to present to you Loren Isaias Garner for Baptism.
THOSE TO BE BAPTIZED (Questions to the Parents and Godparents)		

Rev. Robert English

Do you believe in God the source, the fountain of life; and in Christ, the offspring of
God, embodied in Jesus of Nazareth and in the church; and in the liberating Spirit of
God, the wellspring of new life?
We do.

Rev. Farris
On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: Do you accept the freedom and power God
gives you of new life in Christ, resisting evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves?
We do.

Tricia Guerrero
Will you nurture Loren in Christ’s holy church, that by your teaching and example he
may be guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to
lead a Christian life?
We will.

over

Michael Lamb

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your
commitment to Christ?

BAPTISM

Rev. English & Rev. Farris

Loren Isaias
I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
HYMN #611 United Methodist Hymnal — Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (verses 1 & 2)
INTRODUCTION

Michael Lamb

Members of the household of faith, I commend Loren to your love and care. Do all in
your power to increase his faith, confirm his hope, and perfect him in love.
We give thanks to God because you are a gift to us and we welcome you in
Christian love. As members with you in the body of Christ and in this community
of faith, we renew our promise to participate faithfully in the ministries of the
church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
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New Members respond in bold italics. Congregation responds with words printed in bold type.

Michael Lamb, Lay Leader

INTRODUCTION

The church is of God, and will be preserved to the end of time, for the conduct of
worship and the due administration of God’s Word and Sacraments, the maintenance
of Christian fellowship and discipline, the edification of believers, and the conversion
of the world. All, of every age and station, stand in need of the means of grace which
it alone supplies.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS			

Rev. Patricia Farris

Amy Lee Gates
Timothy Earl Gates
Ronald Krieger
Sandra Krieger
Ann Mason
Steve Mason
David Ott
Sondra Browning-Ott
Jane St. Peter Schmitz

TO THE CONGREGATION AND NEW MEMBERS

Rev. Robert English

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments.
Do you believe in God?
I believe in God, Creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit.

Rev. Farris

TO THOSE BEING RECEIVED		

According to the grace given to you, will you remain a faithful member of Christ’s holy
church and serve as Christ’s representative in the world?
I will.
As a member of Christ’s universal church, will you be loyal to The United Methodist
Church, and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?
I will.
As a member of this congregation, will you participate faithfully in its ministries by
your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?
I will.
over

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME

Michael Lamb

Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in
love.
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you
in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in
this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant to
participate faithfully in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence,
our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.
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Family Place Community Meal

simple church hosts a monthly potluck Community
Meal with Upward Bound House’s Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Invite your friends and join the next
potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meals@santamonicaumc.org, or call
the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, April 26: 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

West District Lay Servant Ministries Classes

The West District Committee on Lay Servant
Ministries is offering Spring classes, including:
The Basic Class, Leading Missional Small Groups,
Embracing Personal Prayer, and Justice in Everyday
Life. For more information, pick up a brochure at
the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Monday nights: April 9, 16, 23, 30, and May 7.
Torrance First UMC (1551 El Prado, Torrance, CA)

OPEN INVITATIONS
Messy Church

Messy Church is a great opportunity for families
to be together in worship without the worry of
being too silly or “messy” because, let’s face it, life
can be messy! At Messy Church, we grow in our
relationship with God and with one another through
crafts, activities, music, and stories of God’s love.
Then, together we enjoy a shared meal. Children
and adults of all ages are welcome so invite the
grandparents, your neighbors and school friends to
this new church community. Be ready to get messy!
April Theme: Messy Easter
To sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, April 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sign Up Now:
Messy Church Family Camp!
Memorial Day weekend: May 26-28,
Camp Colby
For more info, go to: santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica
is sending a volunteer team to Houston from
April 21-28. Serving with others through Texas
Recovers and with the Texas Annual Conference,
we will be lending our time, talent and faith to
help the communities in Houston on relief efforts
and rebuilding of their communities.

Hey y’all! We need your support!

Mosey on over to Simkins Hall after worship on
April 15 for our Houston Hoedown Fundraiser! Your
purchased ticket will support our mission team and
their service work in Houston. Plenty of fun for the
whole family: delicious
lunch, live band and
square dancing, games
and activities for kids,
photo booth and more!

Houston Hoedown Fundraiser

• Sunday, April 15, 11 a.m. Simkins Hall
• Ticket Cost: $25 per person, $50 per family
To help us provide enough food for lunch:
RSVP to t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org
For more information, and to reserve your tickets
ahead of time:

www.santamonicaumc.org/houston

HOLY WEEK & EASTER

March 25, 2018		

Today • PALM SUNDAY
Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m., Sanctuary
Waving of the Palms
Family Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt
11 a.m. Family Brunch (Donations appreciated)
11:15 a.m. - 12 p.m. Photos with Easter Bunny
11:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
(See signs for age group locations.)

simple church presents:
4:30 p.m. Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, 		
Canes and Human Mobility Devices
Courtyard/Fireside Room

March 29 • MAUNDY THURSDAY

LOOKING FORWARD: HOUSTON MISSION TRIP
In 2017 a devastating hurricane hit Houston and
the surrounding communities of Texas. Unlike the
majority of hurricanes, Harvey was a flooding
event, dumping 19 trillion gallons of water on
Southeast Texas. The National Hurricane Center
has called this the worst flooding disaster in U.S.
history with 1.2 million people asking for aide.
They need our help.

FOCUS ON

Evening Worship Service
7:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Communion, Word, Music & Silent Darkness

March 30 • GOOD FRIDAY
Prayer Vigil
9 a.m. - 9 p.m., Gates Chapel
Open all day to pray and “watch with Jesus.”

Community Mid-day Service
12 p.m., First Presbyterian (1220 2nd St, SM)
Good Friday Labyrinth Walk
1 - 9 p.m., Simkins Hall
The Labyrinth will be open for walking as
you feel led.

LOVE GOD
LOVE CREATION

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

March 31 • EASTER VIGIL
simple church Easter Vigil
7:30 p.m., Courtyard/Chapel
An ancient liturgy of Light, Word, and
Communion

April 1 • EASTER SUNDAY
Sunrise Service
6:30 a.m., Palisades Park
(Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Beautiful scenery, worship, Holy Communion,
hot coffee & fellowship. Bring blankets,
chairs, & fresh flowers for the cross.
Easter Celebration Worship
10 a.m., Sanctuary
Family Sunday with music of choir, brass
& organ, Easter Flowers & Alleluias! 		
Children remain in church; activity bags are
provided. Each child will receive a small gift
of a flower after the service.

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C
Maundy Thursday Service

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 4:30 p.m.*note time change simple church
Special simple church: Blessing of the Bicycles,
Walkers, Canes & Human Mobility Devices

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - Palm Sunday • Baptism • Reception of
New Members
11 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive Signups, Alcove
11 a.m. YSP See’s Candy Sales, Courtyard
11 a.m. Palm Sunday Brunch/Egg Hunt, SH
4:30 p.m. simple church presents: Blessing of the
Bicycles, Walkers, Canes & Human Mobility
Devices, Courtyard/Fireside Room
Thursday, March 29 - Maundy Thursday
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service, S
Friday, March 30 - Good Friday
9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Good Friday Prayer Vigil, Chapel
12 p.m. Community Good Friday Service, OS
1 - 9 p.m. Walk the Labyrinth, SH
Saturday, March 31
7:30 p.m. simple church Easter Vigil, CY/Chapel
Sunday, April 1 - Easter Sunday • Family Sunday
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service, OS
10 a.m. Easter Celebration Worship, S

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children’s Ministry
All Sunday School classes together making
Resurrection Rolls in Room 300.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship
6 p.m. Youth Choir
6:30 p.m. UMYF: Disconnect to Connect

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Palm Sunday Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt - Today
Today after worship, First UMC and Fellowship &
Events welcomes you and your family to the Annual
Palm Sunday Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt. Following
the children’s message in worship, the children are
invited to a special Sunday School that includes arts
and crafts and tasty snacks.
• Family Brunch at 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall (The
Brunch is free, although donations are appreciated.)
• Easter Egg Hunt at 11:30 a.m. in the Courtyard
(See signs for age group locations.)
• Pictures with the Easter Bunny from 11:15 a.m. 12 p.m. in Simkins Hall
There will also be Easter eggs to decorate and a
craft table! Don’t miss the fun!

Youth Service Project See’s Candy Sales - Today

Each year, First UMC sends a Youth Service Project
team for one week to travel and engage in service
and mission with struggling communities around the
U.S. This year the team will work with the Epworth
Project in Slidell, LA, from July 14-22. As part of our
fundraising, we are selling See’s Easter Candy today
in the courtyard after worship. Stop by our table to
pick up your favorite box of chocolates for yourself,
or to give to your family and friends this spring!
Today after worship, in the Courtyard

Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, Canes &
Human Mobility Devices - Tonight

Tonight’s simple church moves out to the Courtyard to
hold Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, Canes & Human
Mobility Devices. Bring your walkers, hiking boots,
bikes, scooters, running shoes, canes, or whatever
helps you get around town. As we consider the gift of
creation this season, and how to be better stewards
of this gift, we are taking some time to bless the
devices that help us to navigate this world by human
power. Bring an appetizer or hor d’oeuvres to share
- a potluck will follow the blessing.
Tonight, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Courtyard & Fireside Room

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

First UMC offers a traditional Maundy Thursday
Service with Holy Communion and Tenebrae this
Thursday in the Sanctuary. Tenebrae is Latin for
“shadows” and is characterized by the gradual
extinguishing of candles as the Passion narrative is
read. This meaningful service is open to all.
Thursday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Good Friday

A Community Good Friday Service begins at 12 p.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1220 2nd St. SM).
The First UMC Chapel is open for a Prayer Vigil from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The First UMC Labyrinth is open for
walking from 1 to 9 p.m. in Simkins Hall.
Friday, March 30

simple church: Easter Vigil

Join us on March 31 for a simple church Easter Vigil.
This ancient liturgy (worship) is a service of light,
word and table (communion) where we remember
God’s life-giving acts from the passage from slavery
to freedom, from sin to salvation, from death into
new life. The service will begin in the courtyard with
a procession of light moving into our chapel.
Saturday March 31, 7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel

Red Cross Community Blood Drive

Sign up today for the Red Cross Community Blood
Drive at the Sunday Hospitality Table. At the blood
drive, special food treats and surprises will be
offered, and best of all, you’ll have the knowledge
that you’ve helped to save up to 3 lives! Child
care can be provided while you donate with prior
arrangements. For more information, questions, or to
volunteer, contact Dorothy Williams (dorothywil@
gmail.com). Schedule your appointment now on the
website: www.redcrossblood.org, and enter sponsor
code FirstUMCSM.
Blood Drive: Sunday, April 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Simkins Hall
For more information on these events, or to
learn about our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Easter Sunday

Easter Sunrise Service begins at 6:30 a.m. in
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Dress warmly, bring chairs or blankets, and look for
our balloons (and complimentary coffee). Bring fresh
flowers for the cross.
Easter Celebration Worship Service begins at 10 a.m.
in the Sanctuary which will be overflowing with
Easter flowers and loud Alleluias!
Sunday, April 1

First UMC Membership

Membership to First UMC is a celebration of
the fact that someone belongs to our faith in
community, connection, and commitment. Our
belonging promotes service to and with each other,
values mutual care, and develops meaningful
and supportive relationships. The church offers
thanks and welcomes in the spirit of belonging to
one another. If you have questions on becoming a
member of First UMC, please contact one of our
Pastors. We will be welcoming New Members today
during worship.

Save the Date: Children’s Sabbath - April 15
Children’s Sabbath is a day set aside to
celebrate children as active participants in
the life of the church and to thank the many
volunteers who help our children to grow in
faith. Children will serve as worship leaders
throughout this service. If your child would
like to participate, email Tricia: t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org.
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Events welcomes you and your family to the Annual
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• Pictures with the Easter Bunny from 11:15 a.m. 12 p.m. in Simkins Hall
There will also be Easter eggs to decorate and a
craft table! Don’t miss the fun!

Youth Service Project See’s Candy Sales - Today

Each year, First UMC sends a Youth Service Project
team for one week to travel and engage in service
and mission with struggling communities around the
U.S. This year the team will work with the Epworth
Project in Slidell, LA, from July 14-22. As part of our
fundraising, we are selling See’s Easter Candy today
in the courtyard after worship. Stop by our table to
pick up your favorite box of chocolates for yourself,
or to give to your family and friends this spring!
Today after worship, in the Courtyard
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Human Mobility Devices - Tonight

Tonight’s simple church moves out to the Courtyard to
hold Blessing of the Bicycles, Walkers, Canes & Human
Mobility Devices. Bring your walkers, hiking boots,
bikes, scooters, running shoes, canes, or whatever
helps you get around town. As we consider the gift of
creation this season, and how to be better stewards
of this gift, we are taking some time to bless the
devices that help us to navigate this world by human
power. Bring an appetizer or hor d’oeuvres to share
- a potluck will follow the blessing.
Tonight, 4:30 - 6 p.m. in the Courtyard & Fireside Room

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.
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First UMC offers a traditional Maundy Thursday
Service with Holy Communion and Tenebrae this
Thursday in the Sanctuary. Tenebrae is Latin for
“shadows” and is characterized by the gradual
extinguishing of candles as the Passion narrative is
read. This meaningful service is open to all.
Thursday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Good Friday

A Community Good Friday Service begins at 12 p.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1220 2nd St. SM).
The First UMC Chapel is open for a Prayer Vigil from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The First UMC Labyrinth is open for
walking from 1 to 9 p.m. in Simkins Hall.
Friday, March 30

simple church: Easter Vigil

Join us on March 31 for a simple church Easter Vigil.
This ancient liturgy (worship) is a service of light,
word and table (communion) where we remember
God’s life-giving acts from the passage from slavery
to freedom, from sin to salvation, from death into
new life. The service will begin in the courtyard with
a procession of light moving into our chapel.
Saturday March 31, 7:30 p.m. Courtyard/Chapel

Red Cross Community Blood Drive

Sign up today for the Red Cross Community Blood
Drive at the Sunday Hospitality Table. At the blood
drive, special food treats and surprises will be
offered, and best of all, you’ll have the knowledge
that you’ve helped to save up to 3 lives! Child
care can be provided while you donate with prior
arrangements. For more information, questions, or to
volunteer, contact Dorothy Williams (dorothywil@
gmail.com). Schedule your appointment now on the
website: www.redcrossblood.org, and enter sponsor
code FirstUMCSM.
Blood Drive: Sunday, April 8, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Simkins Hall
For more information on these events, or to
learn about our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Easter Sunday

Easter Sunrise Service begins at 6:30 a.m. in
Palisades Park (Santa Monica Blvd. & Ocean Ave.)
Dress warmly, bring chairs or blankets, and look for
our balloons (and complimentary coffee). Bring fresh
flowers for the cross.
Easter Celebration Worship Service begins at 10 a.m.
in the Sanctuary which will be overflowing with
Easter flowers and loud Alleluias!
Sunday, April 1

First UMC Membership

Membership to First UMC is a celebration of
the fact that someone belongs to our faith in
community, connection, and commitment. Our
belonging promotes service to and with each other,
values mutual care, and develops meaningful
and supportive relationships. The church offers
thanks and welcomes in the spirit of belonging to
one another. If you have questions on becoming a
member of First UMC, please contact one of our
Pastors. We will be welcoming New Members today
during worship.

Save the Date: Children’s Sabbath - April 15
Children’s Sabbath is a day set aside to
celebrate children as active participants in
the life of the church and to thank the many
volunteers who help our children to grow in
faith. Children will serve as worship leaders
throughout this service. If your child would
like to participate, email Tricia: t.guerrero@
santamonicaumc.org.

Family Place Community Meal

simple church hosts a monthly potluck Community
Meal with Upward Bound House’s Family Place.
The Community Meal potluck is an opportunity to
help feed about 30-40 adults & children, served
buffet style. Invite your friends and join the next
potluck for an evening of conversation, crafts/
games with the kids, and a shared meal. For more
information, contact the Community Meal Volunteers
by emailing: meals@santamonicaumc.org, or call
the church office (310) 393-8258.
Thursday, April 26: 5:30 p.m. Family Place
(1020 12th St. Santa Monica)

West District Lay Servant Ministries Classes

The West District Committee on Lay Servant
Ministries is offering Spring classes, including:
The Basic Class, Leading Missional Small Groups,
Embracing Personal Prayer, and Justice in Everyday
Life. For more information, pick up a brochure at
the Sunday Hospitality Table.
Monday nights: April 9, 16, 23, 30, and May 7.
Torrance First UMC (1551 El Prado, Torrance, CA)

OPEN INVITATIONS
Messy Church

Messy Church is a great opportunity for families
to be together in worship without the worry of
being too silly or “messy” because, let’s face it, life
can be messy! At Messy Church, we grow in our
relationship with God and with one another through
crafts, activities, music, and stories of God’s love.
Then, together we enjoy a shared meal. Children
and adults of all ages are welcome so invite the
grandparents, your neighbors and school friends to
this new church community. Be ready to get messy!
April Theme: Messy Easter
To sign up for the email list, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/messychurch.
Saturday, April 14, 4:30 - 6 p.m., Chapel/Simkins Hall
Sign Up Now:
Messy Church Family Camp!
Memorial Day weekend: May 26-28,
Camp Colby
For more info, go to: santamonicaumc.org/
messychurch

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica
is sending a volunteer team to Houston from
April 21-28. Serving with others through Texas
Recovers and with the Texas Annual Conference,
we will be lending our time, talent and faith to
help the communities in Houston on relief efforts
and rebuilding of their communities.

Hey y’all! We need your support!

Mosey on over to Simkins Hall after worship on
April 15 for our Houston Hoedown Fundraiser! Your
purchased ticket will support our mission team and
their service work in Houston. Plenty of fun for the
whole family: delicious
lunch, live band and
square dancing, games
and activities for kids,
photo booth and more!

Houston Hoedown Fundraiser

• Sunday, April 15, 11 a.m. Simkins Hall
• Ticket Cost: $25 per person, $50 per family
To help us provide enough food for lunch:
RSVP to t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org
For more information, and to reserve your tickets
ahead of time:

www.santamonicaumc.org/houston
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