FAMILY INFO
WORSHIP INFO
MISSIONS

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.
—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway
west of the Fireside Room.
— First UMC takes the safety of the children and youth very seriously.
We follow Safe Sanctuaries® practices, which is our commitment to
the physical safety and spiritual growth of all of our children, youth,
and adults.
—NEW VISITORS: Welcome! As you leave worship, please take an
Advent candle as our gift to you in this holy season.
—After today’s service, members of the Communion Server Ministry will
be taking the communion elements to those who were unable to worship
with us.
—The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent
Devotional in the narthex, at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in
the church office. Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals:
santamonicaumc.org/advent.
—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.
—Flowers: Given to the glory of God, from donations to the First UMC
Flower Fund. Please consider a gift to the Flower Fund, which will be
used for Sundays such as today when flowers have not been ordered.
—To request prayers, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and place
it in the offering plate during worship.
—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.
—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
during Coffee Fellowship for information or to ask whatever might be on
your mind! We're here to serve you.
—Visit the Fireside Room to view Shining Through: Photographs of
First UMC Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian
Lewkowicz.
—Next Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent; Rev. Patricia Farris will
preach “God So Loves the World: Prepare the Way.”
—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In December,
please bring peanut butter and other nut butters.
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Restore us, O God; let your face shine,
that we may be saved.
– Psalm 80:3

W E G AT H E R

WELCOME 					
PRELUDE

Rev. Keri Olsen

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Johannes Brahms)

Ty Woodward, Organ

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #203 United Methodist Hymnal — Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
*CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Larry Wilson, Lay Lector
God of new life and new beginnings, our hearts desire the life of your love.
Our minds are searching for the light of your Word.
Increase our longing for Christ, our Savior.
Give us the strength to grow in love.
Teach our hearts to expect a miracle.
With expectant hope, we await Christ’s birth.

*CHORAL ACT OF PRAISE

“Savior of the nations, come; Virgin’s Son, here make thy home! Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that
		the Lord chose such a birth.”

God is real. God is love.

Every person matters. You matter.

Together we can change the world.

F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE			

Tricia Guerrero

#191 UMH — Jesus Loves Me (verse 1)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong; they are
weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 		
Congregation joins in the prayer after lighting:

Dane, Sarah and Dominic Rold,
Claudia and Phil Flanders

O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son. As this candle is lit, may the
blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth. May
Christ our Savior bring light into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for his
coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

#217 UMH — Away in a Manger (verse 3)

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.

OUR MISSION & COMMON LIFE 		

Moments for Mission - Alternative Christmas

Rev. Robert English
Jocelyn Hicks-Garner

We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service.
		
Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 64:1-4, Psalm 80:1-3, Mark 13:24-27, 33, 37
		Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God!
HOMILY

“God So Loves the World: Restore Us”

Larry Wilson
Rev. Patricia Farris

WE RESPOND
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS & OURSELVES 			
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed. You may also place your Let’s Connect/Let Us Pray card in
the offering plate. Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org. Credit cards are now accepted at the Sunday
Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous and joyful hearts.

*RESPONSE #94 UMH — The Doxology
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 			

Rev. English

Good and gracious God, we give you thanks that you have made incarnate in
your world your very self in Christ Jesus. He is the fullness of life and the life of
love. In faith and hope, we offer our gifts of money and self, that as his followers,
we may be the face of your love on earth. Restore us this day. Fill us with love.
We pray with grateful hearts, Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
We will use the Musical Setting A on pages 17-18 in the United Methodist Hymnal. Gluten-free
vegan wafers are available from the servers upon request. The Ushers will guide you in coming forward to
receive the communion elements. You may pause at the kneeler to pray or be in silent prayer at
your seat.

#720 UMH — Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
#242 UMH — Love Came Down at Christmas
#221 UMH — In the Bleak Midwinter
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 			
Rev. Olsen
Come, O come Emmanuel. You are the Way, the Truth and the Life. You are the true
vine and the bread of life. You are God’s gift of love. Come to your world and to our
hearts which wait for you. Amen.

*HYMN God Almighty, We Are Waiting (see insert)
*BENEDICTION			
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

O Thou of God the Father (J. S. Bach)

Ty Woodward

The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob (Felix Mendelssohn)

THE OFFERTORY

There shall a star come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel. With might destroying,
princes and cities. O Morning Star, how fair and bright thou beamest forth in truth and light O
Sovereign meek and lowly. Thy Word, O Lord, radiance darting, truth imparting, gives salvation; thine
be praise and adoration.

Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world.
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.
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*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 			
		
Please greet those worshipping near you.

*

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices. Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Walk the Labyrinth

Houston Mission Work Team

This church community has felt called to respond in
many ways after the devastation in Houston from
Hurricane Harvey. Beginning with prayer that then
led into the prayerful actions of collecting items for
hygiene kits, and even raising money for UMCOR,
the United Methodist Committee on Relief. We
have responded over and over to the call for help
and will continue to do so this Spring. A work team
will be sent to Houston in April to put our faith
into action! If you are interested or would like to
learn more, email Team Leader, Tricia Guerrero:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org or call the
church office.
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins Hall floor of First
UMC Santa Monica is a replica of the Chartres
Labyrinth laid in the cathedral around 1220
CE. Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual
practice, a way to quiet our minds and open our
spirits to the presence of the Holy. Every step
a prayer. The First UMC Labyrinth is open one
Sunday a month, and also available for individuals,
groups and retreats by appointment. Call the
church office to schedule: (310) 393-8258.
Walk the Labyrinth: Sunday, December 17,
2:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall.

FOCUS ON

December 3, 2017			

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS
			

Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a group of volunteers who
prepare the Sanctuary for worship each week. If
you are interested in volunteering for this ministry
(you can volunteer for one Sunday a month), please
call the church office: 310.393.8258.

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Christmas eve services:
December 24 - 10 a.m. Sunday Worship of Lessons and Carols
December 24 - 4 p.m. Christmas Eve No Fuss, No Muss Family Worship
December 24 - 11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Missions Council has the antidote for “Black Friday” – the Alternative Christmas Fair. Each year, Missions
Council prayerfully selects local and global mission projects. You may make a donation to any of the projects as
a gift to a friend or loved one, and send a card announcing your gift:
Actions of the Heart: Empowers women to work in orphanages and to know the love of God through
music and the Bible.
Border Ministry (Cal-Pac): provides support to immigrant populations to address the needs of
unaccompanied minors crossing the US/Central American border.
InnerChange: Helps the poor to transform their communities.
Children Youth and Family Collaborative: Tutors, mentors, and guides foster youth.
Upward Bound House Family Place and Family Shelter: Serves and shelters homeless families.
Campus Ministry (Cal-Pac): supports outreach efforts on college campuses in the Cal-Pac and the
work of our Covenant Missionaries at UCLA.
Young People’s Ministry (Cal-Pac): supports local churches that address the hunger needs of their
community, in particular those churches with a feeding program.
Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis pregnancies.
The People Concern (OPCC/Lamp Community United): their goal is that all persons should be
housed, healthy, and safe.

Sundays, December 3, 10, 17: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org
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FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY (CONTINUED)

C
Poinsettias

WORSHIP & PRAYER
Sunday 10 a.m. 		
Sanctuary Worship
Sunday 5 p.m. 		
simple church
Tonight’s Advent theme: keep awake

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK
Today - First Sunday of Advent • Holy Communion
• Advent Devotionals available
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. UMW Bazaar, UMW Workroom
7:30 p.m. Christmas Concert/Reception, S/SH
Wednesday, December 6
6 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting, Parsonage
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting, Parsonage
Saturday, December 9
10 a.m. DanceFit, SH
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. UMW Bazaar, UMW Workroom

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children: Sunday School this Week
December Sunday School Theme: A Time Is Coming
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will
raise up a righteous descendant from David’s line,
and he will rule as a wise king.” 1 Kings 4:29
We prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Sunday School: A Baby Is Coming
United Methodist Youth Fellowship:
6 - 6:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. UMYF meets, Youth Lounge
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ centered
environment where youth explore and grow in their
faith. Activities are designed to nurture relationships
and build a strong, loving community. This is a place of
acceptance, outreach and spirituality.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Advent Devotionals - Available Today

The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up
your Advent Devotional in the narthex or at the Sunday
Hospitality Table today. The devotional is written by First
UMC members and provides a wonderful opportunity to
share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme
is “God So Loves the World.” You many also sign up to
receive the daily devotionals via email: santamonicaumc.
org/advent.

First UMC Christmas Concert - Tonight!

First UMC’s Music Ministry Director Dr. James E. Smith
conducts A Christmas Celebration, featuring Gerald
Finzi’s Magnificat, for Choir and Chamber Orchestra,
and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with audience
participation. Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined
by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by Ron Theile,
and spoken words will be read by Rev. Patricia Farris.
Suggested donation at the door is $10, seniors and
children under 12, $5. Childcare will be available in
the nursery. Don’t miss this yearly event which, for many,
sets the mood for the coming Christmas season. Tonight,
December 3, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
Simkins Hall.

UMW Bazaar

The United Methodist Women invite all to shop the
treasures still available from their Holiday Bazaar!
Items are 1/2 off (except for hand-made pieces.) Stop
by the UMW Workroom today and next Sunday after
worship.

Angel Tree Project

The Angel Tree Project continues today after worship.
First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound
House with household items for homeless families and
their temporary apartments. Stop by the Angel Tree
table during Coffee Fellowship to choose a gift. Then
return the wrapped gift back to the church office by
Sunday, December 17. For questions, contact Chris Ruud:
chr10is@yahoo.com.

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve
service, and Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight
Services. Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table
or in the church office. Each plant is $12, and may
be picked up after 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Deadline to order is December 12.

December DanceFit

Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Wear
comfortable clothes and shoes, and bring a towel and
water. No charge. Saturday, December 9,
10 - 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

Messy Church

Messy Church is an intergenerational worship
experience where we learn about God’s love through
crafts, activities, story and a shared meal. At Messy
Church we grow in our relationship with God and with
one another. All ages are welcome to this worship
experience as we explore a monthly theme together
as one church family. Invite your friends and family
to this church community! December’s theme: Messy
Christmas. Saturday, December 9. 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Chapel/Simkins Hall.

2017 Pledge Contributions Due!

The end of the year is coming. Some of you have
said you will be out of town in the last days of the
year. You may contact business administrator Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your
giving at this busy time of year. Our church office
is closed December 25 - December 30, but special
arrangements can be made:
• Give at one of the worship services today, Dec.10,
17, 24, 31.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2017.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2017.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2017
year, be sure to date your check 2017 and mark your
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out
Friday, January 8, 2018.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in

our community and around the world.

Our Sanctuary - Symbols of Hope

First UMC is pleased to present
Ron Theile’s writings in a new book
called Our Sanctuary - Symbols of
Hope. Originally written as monthly
installments for the First UMC monthly
newsletter The Sentinel, we’ve
compiled each reflection and paired
it with photographs of the Sanctuary
stained glass windows, taken by
photographers Fabian Lewkowicz and
Allan Walker. Included is a forward by Rev. Patricia
Farris. Ron highlights each of the stained glass
windows, and includes a brief history and personal
reflection. You may pick up a copy at the Sunday
Hospitality Table or the church office.
$5 suggested donation.
In conjuction with the release of the book, visit the
Fireside Room through December to view Shining
Through: Photographs of First UMC Sanctuary Stained
Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian Lewkowicz.
For more information on these events, or to learn about
our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Please wear your name tags to worship
every Sunday! If you would like a name tag,
or are missing yours, please email info@
santamonicaumc.org to receive a new one.
2018 Stewardship
Campaign – Say Yes!

The Annual Giving
Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all
to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to
support the mission and
ministries of First UMC.
Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and may be dropped into the offering
basket, or into the Consecration box located in the
Narthex. For more information about the ways to
give, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.
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11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. UMW Bazaar, UMW Workroom
7:30 p.m. Christmas Concert/Reception, S/SH
Wednesday, December 6
6 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting, Parsonage
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting, Parsonage
Saturday, December 9
10 a.m. DanceFit, SH
4:30 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/SH
Sunday, December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas Fair, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. UMW Bazaar, UMW Workroom

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Children: Sunday School this Week
December Sunday School Theme: A Time Is Coming
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will
raise up a righteous descendant from David’s line,
and he will rule as a wise king.” 1 Kings 4:29
We prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Sunday School: A Baby Is Coming
United Methodist Youth Fellowship:
6 - 6:30 p.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:30 p.m. UMYF meets, Youth Lounge
The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ centered
environment where youth explore and grow in their
faith. Activities are designed to nurture relationships
and build a strong, loving community. This is a place of
acceptance, outreach and spirituality.

FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Advent Devotionals - Available Today

The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up
your Advent Devotional in the narthex or at the Sunday
Hospitality Table today. The devotional is written by First
UMC members and provides a wonderful opportunity to
share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme
is “God So Loves the World.” You many also sign up to
receive the daily devotionals via email: santamonicaumc.
org/advent.

First UMC Christmas Concert - Tonight!

First UMC’s Music Ministry Director Dr. James E. Smith
conducts A Christmas Celebration, featuring Gerald
Finzi’s Magnificat, for Choir and Chamber Orchestra,
and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with audience
participation. Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined
by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by Ron Theile,
and spoken words will be read by Rev. Patricia Farris.
Suggested donation at the door is $10, seniors and
children under 12, $5. Childcare will be available in
the nursery. Don’t miss this yearly event which, for many,
sets the mood for the coming Christmas season. Tonight,
December 3, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow in
Simkins Hall.

UMW Bazaar

The United Methodist Women invite all to shop the
treasures still available from their Holiday Bazaar!
Items are 1/2 off (except for hand-made pieces.) Stop
by the UMW Workroom today and next Sunday after
worship.

Angel Tree Project

The Angel Tree Project continues today after worship.
First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound
House with household items for homeless families and
their temporary apartments. Stop by the Angel Tree
table during Coffee Fellowship to choose a gift. Then
return the wrapped gift back to the church office by
Sunday, December 17. For questions, contact Chris Ruud:
chr10is@yahoo.com.

After worship, all are invited to stay for Coffee Fellowship in Simkins Hall.

If you are a new visitor today, feel free to ask any questions you may have at the Hospitality Table in the Simkins Hall Alcove.
CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library;
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Christmas Eve
service, and Christmas Eve Family and Candlelight
Services. Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table
or in the church office. Each plant is $12, and may
be picked up after 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
Deadline to order is December 12.

December DanceFit

Dance your way to fitness with First UMC member
Whitney Hagan, licensed Zumba instructor. Wear
comfortable clothes and shoes, and bring a towel and
water. No charge. Saturday, December 9,
10 - 11 a.m. in Simkins Hall.

Messy Church

Messy Church is an intergenerational worship
experience where we learn about God’s love through
crafts, activities, story and a shared meal. At Messy
Church we grow in our relationship with God and with
one another. All ages are welcome to this worship
experience as we explore a monthly theme together
as one church family. Invite your friends and family
to this church community! December’s theme: Messy
Christmas. Saturday, December 9. 4:30 - 6 p.m.
Chapel/Simkins Hall.

2017 Pledge Contributions Due!

The end of the year is coming. Some of you have
said you will be out of town in the last days of the
year. You may contact business administrator Christina
Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your
giving at this busy time of year. Our church office
is closed December 25 - December 30, but special
arrangements can be made:
• Give at one of the worship services today, Dec.10,
17, 24, 31.
• Mail your check postmarked by 12/31/2017.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask
for a transfer to be completed by 12/31/2017.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January for the 2017
year, be sure to date your check 2017 and mark your
check “prior year fulfillment.”
• Giving statements will be prepared and mailed out
Friday, January 8, 2018.
Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in

our community and around the world.

Our Sanctuary - Symbols of Hope

First UMC is pleased to present
Ron Theile’s writings in a new book
called Our Sanctuary - Symbols of
Hope. Originally written as monthly
installments for the First UMC monthly
newsletter The Sentinel, we’ve
compiled each reflection and paired
it with photographs of the Sanctuary
stained glass windows, taken by
photographers Fabian Lewkowicz and
Allan Walker. Included is a forward by Rev. Patricia
Farris. Ron highlights each of the stained glass
windows, and includes a brief history and personal
reflection. You may pick up a copy at the Sunday
Hospitality Table or the church office.
$5 suggested donation.
In conjuction with the release of the book, visit the
Fireside Room through December to view Shining
Through: Photographs of First UMC Sanctuary Stained
Glass Windows, by photographer Fabian Lewkowicz.
For more information on these events, or to learn about
our ministries and missions, go to
www.santamonicaumc.org.

Please wear your name tags to worship
every Sunday! If you would like a name tag,
or are missing yours, please email info@
santamonicaumc.org to receive a new one.
2018 Stewardship
Campaign – Say Yes!

The Annual Giving
Stewardship Campaign
invites us each and all
to prayerfully consider
our financial pledge to
support the mission and
ministries of First UMC.
Pledge cards are found
in the pews, and may be dropped into the offering
basket, or into the Consecration box located in the
Narthex. For more information about the ways to
give, visit: www.santamonicaumc.org/give.

OPEN INVITATIONS

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Walk the Labyrinth

Houston Mission Work Team

This church community has felt called to respond in
many ways after the devastation in Houston from
Hurricane Harvey. Beginning with prayer that then
led into the prayerful actions of collecting items for
hygiene kits, and even raising money for UMCOR,
the United Methodist Committee on Relief. We
have responded over and over to the call for help
and will continue to do so this Spring. A work team
will be sent to Houston in April to put our faith
into action! If you are interested or would like to
learn more, email Team Leader, Tricia Guerrero:
t.guerrero@santamonicaumc.org or call the
church office.
For more mission opportunities, go to:
www.santamonicaumc.org/outreach-missions.

The Labyrinth laid in the Simkins Hall floor of First
UMC Santa Monica is a replica of the Chartres
Labyrinth laid in the cathedral around 1220
CE. Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient spiritual
practice, a way to quiet our minds and open our
spirits to the presence of the Holy. Every step
a prayer. The First UMC Labyrinth is open one
Sunday a month, and also available for individuals,
groups and retreats by appointment. Call the
church office to schedule: (310) 393-8258.
Walk the Labyrinth: Sunday, December 17,
2:30 p.m. in Simkins Hall.

FOCUS ON

December 3, 2017			

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS
			

Altar Guild

The Altar Guild is a group of volunteers who
prepare the Sanctuary for worship each week. If
you are interested in volunteering for this ministry
(you can volunteer for one Sunday a month), please
call the church office: 310.393.8258.

There are many opportunities available at First UMC
for spiritual growth, fellowship and community.
To view more, go to:www.santamonicaumc.org.

LOOKING FORWARD

Christmas eve services:
December 24 - 10 a.m. Sunday Worship of Lessons and Carols
December 24 - 4 p.m. Christmas Eve No Fuss, No Muss Family Worship
December 24 - 11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Missions Council has the antidote for “Black Friday” – the Alternative Christmas Fair. Each year, Missions
Council prayerfully selects local and global mission projects. You may make a donation to any of the projects as
a gift to a friend or loved one, and send a card announcing your gift:
Actions of the Heart: Empowers women to work in orphanages and to know the love of God through
music and the Bible.
Border Ministry (Cal-Pac): provides support to immigrant populations to address the needs of
unaccompanied minors crossing the US/Central American border.
InnerChange: Helps the poor to transform their communities.
Children Youth and Family Collaborative: Tutors, mentors, and guides foster youth.
Upward Bound House Family Place and Family Shelter: Serves and shelters homeless families.
Campus Ministry (Cal-Pac): supports outreach efforts on college campuses in the Cal-Pac and the
work of our Covenant Missionaries at UCLA.
Young People’s Ministry (Cal-Pac): supports local churches that address the hunger needs of their
community, in particular those churches with a feeding program.
Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis pregnancies.
The People Concern (OPCC/Lamp Community United): their goal is that all persons should be
housed, healthy, and safe.

Sundays, December 3, 10, 17: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
F I R ST U N I T E D M E T H O D I ST C H U R C H o f SA N TA M O N I CA

1008 Eleventh Street, Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

