
W O R S H I P
F  I  R  S  T    U  N  I  T  E  D    M  E  T  H  O  D  I  S  T    C  H  U  R  C  H

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

WElCOME      Tricia Lindley

PRElUDE     Prayer from Suite Gothique (Léon Boëllmann)  Ty Woodward, Organist

 *PROCESSIONal HYMN    You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd (see insert)  

  *Call TO WORSHIP           Bianca Doria, Lay Lector
We come to celebrate God’s presence
and God’s love expressed through Jesus Christ.
We come remembering Christ’s life and ministry
and the life we are called to live.
We come as a pilgrim people searching for ways to live out our faith.
We come seeking the strength to carry on our journey.  Let us rejoice in God’s gifts to us!

*CHORal aCT OF PRaISE
"Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice."

*SHaRINg THE PEaCE OF CHRIST   
  Please greet those worshipping near you. 

The Transfiguration of the Lord    •   Commissioning of the 2017 Haiti Work Team
February 26, 2017

 W E  g a T H E R

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.”    

— Matthew 17:7
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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.
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—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education 
Building. Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the 
sanctuary or in the Kids Zone in the narthex.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway 
west of the Fireside Room.  

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a 
Safe Sanctuary congregation.

—Please see an usher if you need information or assistance.

—Flowers: In loving memory of Tom and in honor of the time and talents 
he so generously shared with all of us, from the Harmon Family.

—To request a prayer, fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card and drop 
it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
during Coffee Fellowship for information to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.

—Next Sunday: Holy Communion, Rev. Robert English will preach.

—We collect food weekly for the Westside Food Bank. In March bring 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

—The First UMC 2017 Haiti Work Team is preparing for their upcoming 
trip March 3-12. To give, go to: www.santamonicaumc.org/haiti, or make 
checks to First UMC with "Haiti Mission Team" on the memo line. 
All proceeds directly benefit Haiti.

—The Haiti Mission Team departs March 3. Please pray over and tie 
a knot in the prayer squares on the table along the north wall; each 
member of the team will take a prayer square with them.
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Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W E  H E a R  g O D ’ S  W O R D

 W E  R E S P O N D

 W E  g O  F O R T H  T O  S E R v E

CHIlDREN’S MESSagE   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

  I Am a Child of God
I am a child of God; You are God’s child, it’s true. Children of God are called to love one 
another, as Jesus taught to do.

 As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes.  

OUR MISSION & COMMON lIFE    Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

THE gOSPEl   Matthew 17:1-9 (Pew Bible pages 18-19, N.T.)   Bianca Doria
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God!

SERMON    "Undergoing Transformation—Don’t be Afraid"   Todd & Sherry Erlandson, 
Haiti Team leaders

INvITaTION TO PRaYER    #2007 TFWS — Holy, Holy, Holy (repeat) 

lISTENINg FOR THE vOICE OF gOD    Rev. English

SIlENT PRaYER  &  PaSTORal PRaYER

THE lORD’S PRaYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

CHORal RESPONSE 

WE OFFER OUR gIFTS & OURSElvES                                                                          
Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Credit cards 
are now accepted at the Sunday Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous 
and joyful hearts.

THE OFFERTORY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
  Sing We Merrily Unto God Our Strength (Sidney Campbell)

Sing we, sing we merrily unto God our strength; make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob.  Take the 
psalm, bring hither the tabret, the merry harp with the lute. Blow ye the trumpet in the new moon, ev'n in 
the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast day. For this was made a statute for Israel and a law of 
the God of Jacob.  Alleluya!

*RESPONSE  #94  United Methodist Hymnal — The Doxology

*UNISON PRaYER OF DEDICaTION    Rev. English
Radiant God, may these offerings awaken those who give and those who receive to your 
glorious presence.  Turn us from our desire to have you serve us to a joyous willingness 
to serve wherever you send us.  So fill us with your Spirit that we may know the freedom 
you alone provide.  Extend these gifts beyond our reach to touch and change lives by 
your light.  Amen.

SENDINg FORTH THE 2017 HaITI MISSION TEaM  (see insert)

*HYMN   #2173 TFWS — Shine, Jesus, Shine

*BENEDICTION    

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE   

  POSTlUDE      Trumpet Voluntarily in E-flat (David N. Johnson)  Ty Woodward
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introduction Rev. Patricia Farris
As Christians, we are to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to all people. We hear this 
in his words: “I give you a new commandment.... Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this, everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

In Jesus’ final command, we hear: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And, remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

introduction of the team 
Jason Beckerman, Bonnie Bennetts, Shalimar Carducci, Jan Hanley, Jim Kirtley, 
Dan Nessel, Greg Moul, John Pfister, and leaders Todd & Sherry Erlandson. 

to the team  Rev. Robert English
Through our baptism we are called into a life of mission and service. We celebrate 
you and this task as you go forth in the Spirit. Through the gift of your service and 
love, you show the infinite love that God has for all people. This is both a privilege and 
a responsibility, and we ask that you now publicly affirm your commitment to God’s 
work. Will you love, accept, and respect the persons whom you serve?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek to work in glad cooperation and mutual support with other workers, 
being sensitive and helpful according to the needs presented to you?

I will, with God’s help.

Team responds in bold italics. Congregation responds in bold type.

Sunday, February 26, 2017

over

 to the team (continued)    Tricia Lindley
Will you answer God’s call and live in God’s Word, demonstrating your love of Jesus 
Christ and the church which you represent?

I will, with God’s help.

Do you sincerely believe that the work you are about to undertake is the work of God 
for our world?

I do so believe.

commissioning and anointing of hands  Rev. Farris
I commission you to share the love of Jesus Christ through the gift of your service in 
Haiti. We now anoint your hands with oil as a sign of the holy work which you will be 
doing.

Let us pray: Almighty God, bless these hands that will touch life. Bless these hands that 
will reach out and be received. Bless these hands that will be dirty and calloused by 
your work of bringing hope. Bless the work of your hands. Amen.

to the congregation Michael Lamb, Lay Leader
Sisters and Brothers, I commend to you these persons whom we have commissioned to 
serve in Haiti. They are representatives of Christ and the church. I commend them to 
you for your love, your care, your prayers, and your support for the work that they will 
perform.

pledge of the congregation 

We rejoice to recognize you as representatives of our church, and thank God for 
your dedication and your gift of service. We send you forth with our prayers and 
our support, and, with you, we renew our commitment to God and service in the 
name of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We pray God’s blessings for you and all those in 
Haiti. Amen.

 a  s e rv i c e  o f  s e n d i n g  f o rt h       †       †       ††       †       †

Commissioning the Haiti Mission Team
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Last Day for Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser

Look for the orange Pennies for Haiti buckets in the Alcove 
after worship today to drop in contributions of any size to 
benefit the Haiti Work Team. 

Save the Date: Red Cross Community Blood Drive
 Sunday April 23, 9 - 12 p.m. Simkins Hall.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

f i r st  u n i t e d  m e t h o d i st  c h u r c h  o f   sa n ta  m o n i ca
1008 eleventh street, santa monica, ca 90403

www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Book-of-the-Month Study/Potluck - Today

The February book is Would You Baptize an 
Extraterrestrial? …and Other Questions from the 
Astronomers’ In-Box at the Vatican Observatory
by Guy Consolmagno & Paul Mueller.  Brother 
Consolmagno and Father Mueller, both Jesuits and PhDs, 
are scientists at the Vatican Observatory, the official 
astronomical research institute of the Catholic Church. 
Written in a conversational tone, this book “will make 
you laugh, make you think, and make you reflect more 
deeply on science, faith and the nature of the universe.”  
Today, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room.

March Mid-Week Recital
March’s recital features Taro Wayama, guitar, and 
David Lee Ruest, violin. Taro is a Japanese born 
guitarist/composer, and a winner of numerous 
competitions, including the Thailand International Guitar 
Competition.  He holds Masters and Bachelor of Music 
degrees from USC. David received his Master of Music 
degree from UCLA and his Bachelor of Music degree 
from the Peabody Conservatory of Music.  FREE Concert 
Wednesday, March 8, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Reception follows for the artists in the Fireside Room.

Caregiver U
Wise and Healthy Aging presents Caregiver U, a free 
community event for family and working caregivers. 
Workshops offered include: Managing Legal Affairs, 
Help in the Home, Latest Treatments in Dementia, 
Transportation Options and more.  Bring your questions 
for expert physicians. Contact Anne Premer for more 
info: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Saturday March 
11, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Ken Edwards Center (1527 4th 
St. Santa Monica) Free validated parking below building.

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
sunday   10 a.m.        Sanctuary Worship
sunday    5 p.m.                  simple church  
simple church theme: why it’s ok sometimes not to 
have the right words

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

CHILDREN & YOUTH

Today - Commissioning of the Haiti Work Team
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR
Wednesday, March 1 - Ash Wednesday • First Day 
of Lent
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Friday, March 3 - Haiti Work Team departs
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner
Saturday, March 4 
11 a.m. Rosalind Bushman Memorial/Reception, 
Chapel/Fireside Room
Sunday, March 5 - First Sunday in Lent

for our full calendar of this month’s events, including weekly group meetings, pick up a copy of the 
sentinel located in the narthex, or go to our website: www.santamonicaumc.org/calendar. 

february 26, 2017    

F O C U S    O N LENT / ASH WEDNESDAY

Children: Sunday School this Week
February Theme: The Parables
Bible Verse: Luke 8:8
“Everyone who has ears should pay attention.”
Anchor Point: Parables teach us about God’s love.
February 26: The Forgiving Father

UMYF: This Sunday
6:15-8:30 p.m. in Youth Lounge
Program: Courage Part 2

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth can gain tools 
to help them explore and grow in their faith. 
Activities are designed to nurture relationships and 
build a strong, loving community. This is a place of 
acceptance, outreach and spirituality.

The First UMC Lenten Devotional: Lent can be a deeply personal time for renewal and reflection. In the 
early church, it was the time when new converts prepared for baptism by prayer, study and fasting.  The Devotional 
is a collection of writings compiled by the Spiritual Formation Council, and is offered to you for your own Lenten 
meditations.  It is the work of our congregation members, sharing their faith and their stories.  There is one devotional 
for each day of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday.  Our “theme” this year is Authenticity/Compassion/Courage; you 
will find many of these writings slanted to this kind of thinking.  Please join us in these readings and all our Lenten 
opportunities for worship, service, prayer and observance. You may pick up the devotional in the narthex, or you may 
sign up online for a daily Devotional email: www.santamonicaumc.org/devotionals. 

One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, school, 
or elsewhere with a smudge on her forehead.  It looks as if she missed a spot when washing. 
Then you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the mirror.  By the time you 
see the third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these passersbys must have received the 
“imposition of ashes.” This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People 
go to church mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their foreheads  In the early days of the 
church, it was even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their thumbs into the ashes to draw the 
shape of a cross on your forehead. Instead, they poured or sprinkled ashes over your head.

Why ashes?

In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Worship, two suggestions of what 
worship leaders may say as they make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Ashes were an ancient symbol of our 
humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7). The Hebrew 
word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere.

Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us that we 
are not God, but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and come face-
to-face with the reality of our eventual death. But, it is not the end of the story!  Lent leads to Easter, the day we 
celebrate that though our bodies are temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we 
will live in the presence of God forever.

Here at First UMC we offer two Ash Wednesday services in Gates Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from 
the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday Service. Javier Espinosa quietly performs his own ritual of carefully 
burning the palms that were saved from the previous year. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that 
marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday Services: Wednesday, March 1, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel

AUTHENTICITY • COMPASSION • COURAGE



MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Last Day for Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser

Look for the orange Pennies for Haiti buckets in the Alcove 
after worship today to drop in contributions of any size to 
benefit the Haiti Work Team. 

Save the Date: Red Cross Community Blood Drive
 Sunday April 23, 9 - 12 p.m. Simkins Hall.

CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)

O  P  P  O  R  T  U  N  I  T  I  E  S   a t   F  U  M  C

f i r st  u n i t e d  m e t h o d i st  c h u r c h  o f   sa n ta  m o n i ca
1008 eleventh street, santa monica, ca 90403

www.santamonicaumc.org · 310-393-8258 · info@santamonicaumc.org

 FELLOWSHIP /COMMUNITY
Book-of-the-Month Study/Potluck - Today

The February book is Would You Baptize an 
Extraterrestrial? …and Other Questions from the 
Astronomers’ In-Box at the Vatican Observatory
by Guy Consolmagno & Paul Mueller.  Brother 
Consolmagno and Father Mueller, both Jesuits and PhDs, 
are scientists at the Vatican Observatory, the official 
astronomical research institute of the Catholic Church. 
Written in a conversational tone, this book “will make 
you laugh, make you think, and make you reflect more 
deeply on science, faith and the nature of the universe.”  
Today, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room.

March Mid-Week Recital
March’s recital features Taro Wayama, guitar, and 
David Lee Ruest, violin. Taro is a Japanese born 
guitarist/composer, and a winner of numerous 
competitions, including the Thailand International Guitar 
Competition.  He holds Masters and Bachelor of Music 
degrees from USC. David received his Master of Music 
degree from UCLA and his Bachelor of Music degree 
from the Peabody Conservatory of Music.  FREE Concert 
Wednesday, March 8, 12:10 - 12:40 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Reception follows for the artists in the Fireside Room.

Caregiver U
Wise and Healthy Aging presents Caregiver U, a free 
community event for family and working caregivers. 
Workshops offered include: Managing Legal Affairs, 
Help in the Home, Latest Treatments in Dementia, 
Transportation Options and more.  Bring your questions 
for expert physicians. Contact Anne Premer for more 
info: a.premer@santamonicaumc.org. Saturday March 
11, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Ken Edwards Center (1527 4th 
St. Santa Monica) Free validated parking below building.

                    WORSHIP & PRAYER
sunday   10 a.m.        Sanctuary Worship
sunday    5 p.m.                  simple church  
simple church theme: why it’s ok sometimes not to 
have the right words

MEETINGS / EVENTS THIS WEEK

CHILDREN & YOUTH

Today - Commissioning of the Haiti Work Team
11 a.m. Pennies for Haiti Fundraiser, SH
11:30 a.m. Book Study/Potluck, FR
Wednesday, March 1 - Ash Wednesday • First Day 
of Lent
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Friday, March 3 - Haiti Work Team departs
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner
Saturday, March 4 
11 a.m. Rosalind Bushman Memorial/Reception, 
Chapel/Fireside Room
Sunday, March 5 - First Sunday in Lent

for our full calendar of this month’s events, including weekly group meetings, pick up a copy of the 
sentinel located in the narthex, or go to our website: www.santamonicaumc.org/calendar. 

february 26, 2017    

F O C U S    O N LENT / ASH WEDNESDAY

Children: Sunday School this Week
February Theme: The Parables
Bible Verse: Luke 8:8
“Everyone who has ears should pay attention.”
Anchor Point: Parables teach us about God’s love.
February 26: The Forgiving Father

UMYF: This Sunday
6:15-8:30 p.m. in Youth Lounge
Program: Courage Part 2

The youth ministry at First UMC is a safe, Christ 
centered environment where youth can gain tools 
to help them explore and grow in their faith. 
Activities are designed to nurture relationships and 
build a strong, loving community. This is a place of 
acceptance, outreach and spirituality.

The First UMC Lenten Devotional: Lent can be a deeply personal time for renewal and reflection. In the 
early church, it was the time when new converts prepared for baptism by prayer, study and fasting.  The Devotional 
is a collection of writings compiled by the Spiritual Formation Council, and is offered to you for your own Lenten 
meditations.  It is the work of our congregation members, sharing their faith and their stories.  There is one devotional 
for each day of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday.  Our “theme” this year is Authenticity/Compassion/Courage; you 
will find many of these writings slanted to this kind of thinking.  Please join us in these readings and all our Lenten 
opportunities for worship, service, prayer and observance. You may pick up the devotional in the narthex, or you may 
sign up online for a daily Devotional email: www.santamonicaumc.org/devotionals. 

One Wednesday a year, sometime in February or March, you notice someone at work, school, 
or elsewhere with a smudge on her forehead.  It looks as if she missed a spot when washing. 
Then you see another who looks as though he needs to glance in the mirror.  By the time you 
see the third, you realize it is Ash Wednesday and these passersbys must have received the 
“imposition of ashes.” This practice we use to mark the first day of Lent may seem odd. People 
go to church mid-week to have a cleric place dirt on their foreheads  In the early days of the 
church, it was even more dramatic. Pastors did not dip their thumbs into the ashes to draw the 
shape of a cross on your forehead. Instead, they poured or sprinkled ashes over your head.

Why ashes?

In “A Service for Worship for Ash Wednesday” in the United Methodist Book of Worship, two suggestions of what 
worship leaders may say as they make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead are offered: “Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return,” and “Repent, and believe the gospel.” Ashes were an ancient symbol of our 
humanity. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7). The Hebrew 
word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere.

Receiving the imposition of ashes is a powerful way to confront our humanity and mortality. They remind us that we 
are not God, but God’s good creation. In them we recognize that our bodies will not last forever, and come face-
to-face with the reality of our eventual death. But, it is not the end of the story!  Lent leads to Easter, the day we 
celebrate that though our bodies are temporary and our lives are flawed, a day of resurrection will come when we 
will live in the presence of God forever.

Here at First UMC we offer two Ash Wednesday services in Gates Chapel. The ashes used for the services come from 
the burned palms of last year’s Palm Sunday Service. Javier Espinosa quietly performs his own ritual of carefully 
burning the palms that were saved from the previous year. We invite you to this intimate and reflective service that 
marks the beginning of the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday Services: Wednesday, March 1, 12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., in the Chapel
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