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God is real. God is love.             Every person matters. You matter.             Together we can change the world.

—As we gather for worship this morning, please see an usher if you need 
information or assistance.

—The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent 
Devotional in the Narthex, at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the church 
office.  Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals: santamonicaumc.org/
adventdevotionals2016.

—The Consecration Box is located in the narthex. You may put your 2017 
Pledge cards there if you were not able to do so last Sunday.

—Nursery Care is available at 9 a.m. in Room 204 in the Education Building. 
Parents with young children are welcome to worship in the sanctuary or in the 
Kids Zone in the narthex.

—First UMC takes the care and safety of children seriously. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation.

—A changing table is provided in the restroom located in the hallway west 
of the Fireside Room.  Please see an usher for directions.

—Flowers at the Reredos: In memory of my father Richard Kujawa, with 
love and prayers, Rose.

—Place your poinsettia orders and dedications at the Sunday Hospitality 
Table today or in the church office during office hours. The plants are $12 
each.

—To request prayers, you may fill in a Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card found 
in the pews, and drop it in the offering plate during worship.

—If there are Prayer Quilts on the north wall of the sanctuary, you are 
invited to pray over and tie knots on the quilts.

—Stop by the Hospitality Table in Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center during 
Coffee Fellowship today for information, to find the latest Book Study books, 
to inquire about membership at First UMC—or to ask whatever might be on 
your mind!  We're here to serve you.

—Visit the Fireside Room to view the White Ribbon Memorial in honor of All 
Saints Day.  You are welcome to write the name of loved ones who have died 
on a ribbon, say a prayer and tie it onto the hanging string.

—Next Sunday: Worship at 10 a.m.; 2nd Sunday in Advent; Rev. Patricia Farris 
will preach.

—Each time we worship, we collect food for the Westside Food Bank. In 
December bring peanut butters and other nut butters. 
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 W e  G a t h e r

W o r s h i P
f  i  r  s  t    u  n  i  t  e  d    m  e  t  h  o  d  i  s  t    c  h  u  r  c  h

As a courtesy to others, please silence all cell phones/sound-making devices.   Asterisks indicate standing if you are able.*  

Welcome      Tricia Lindley

Prelude      View the Present Through the Promise (arr. Dale Wood) Ty Woodward, Organ

 *Processional hYmn     #440 United Methodist Hymnal — Let There Be Light

*call to WorshiP       Larry Wilson, Lay Lector
God of new life and new beginnings, our hearts desire the warmth of your love.
Our minds are searching for light amidst the darkness that hides Thee.
Increase our longing for Christ, our Savior.
Give us the strength to grow in love.
Teach our hearts to receive the miracle of your advent.
With expectant hope, we await the dawning of your light in the birth of Christ our Lord.
 *choral act of Praise
"Savior of the nations, come; Virgin's Son, here make thy home! Marvel now, O heaven and earth, 
that the Lord chose such a birth."

*sharinG the Peace of christ      
  Please greet those worshipping near you.

 First Sunday of Advent  •  November 27, 2016

"O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in 
the light of the Lord!"

–  Isaiah 2:5    



Worship concludes with the Postlude music which prepares us to transition from worship to life in the world. 
You are invited to remain seated until the Postlude concludes, or to exit quietly.

 W e  G o  f o r t h  t o  s e r v e

*hYmn    View the Present through the Promise (see insert)

*Benediction    

*Benediction resPonse   

  Postlude    Now Thank We All Our God  (Sigfried Karg-Elert)  Ty Woodward

 W e  h e a r  G o d ’ s  W o r d

 W e  r e s P o n d

children’s messaGe   Tricia Lindley
  #2233  The Faith We Sing — Where Children Belong
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.  
Water, God’s word, bread and cup, prayer and song: This is where children belong.

 As the congregation sings, all children are invited to come forward.

 liGhtinG the advent candle    Will, Andrew, John, Bill and Verna Buxton
 Congregation joins in the prayer after lighting:

O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son.  As this candle is lit, may the 
blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our way and guiding us by his truth.
May Christ our Savior bring light into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we wait for 
his coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

#217 UMH — Away in a Manger (verse 3)
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

As the congregation sings, the children may go to their Sunday School classes. 

 our mission & common life      Rev. Robert English
  We thank God for these opportunities for fellowship, for worship, and for service. 
  Thanks be to God!

the first lesson    Isaiah 2:1-5 (Pew Bible pages 631-632, O.T.)  Larry Wilson
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

the second lesson     Romans 13:11-12 (Pew Bible page 162, N.T.)   
  Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God!

sermon  "Though the Darkness Hide Thee: Walking in the Dark"  Rev. Patricia Farris

invitation to PraYer   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verse 6)
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

listeninG for the voice of God   Rev. English
silent PraYer  

BiddinG PraYer
  Response:  Come, Lord Jesus.

the lord’s PraYer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

choral resPonse

We offer our Gifts & ourselves                                                              
 Your generous gifts support the ministries and outreach of the church. You may place gifts of cash or checks made out 
to “First UMC” in the offering plates as they are passed.  You may also place your Let's Connect/Let Us Pray card in the 
offering plate.  Give online at any time at www.santamonicaumc.org or by using the QR code in the insert. Credit cards 
are now accepted at the Sunday Hospitality Table during Coffee Fellowship. Thank you. May God grow in us generous 
and joyful hearts. 

the offertorY      The Chancel Choir/Dr. James Smith, Music Director
Every Valley (Patti Drennan)  
Words adapted from Isaiah 40: 4-5
Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, ev'ry mountain and hill made low, the crooked straight and the rough places plain; 
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed; and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken it.

*resPonse  #95  UMH — The Doxology

*corPorate PraYer of dedication    Tricia Lindley
We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have built us up in faith and have bound 
us together in love.  Your faithfulness never fails.  Take and use these gifts we offer to 
further your purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise of the world to come; through 
Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.
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CHR = Choir Room; CR = Conference Room; CY = Courtyard; FR = Fireside Room; L = Library; 
MH = Member’s Home; OS = Off Site; S = Sanctuary; SH = Simkins Hall; WR = Work Room (UMW)
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november 27, 2016   

F O C U S    O N C.A.S.T. & ChRISTMAS CONCERT

Today - 1st Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
11:30 a.m. Rev. Farris Book Study/Potluck, FR
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
Tuesday, November 29
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, FR
Thursday, December 1 
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew, OS
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, S
Friday, December 2 
6 p.m. C.A.S.T. performs Rumplestilskin, SH
Saturday, December 3
9 a.m. Christmas Concert Rehearsal, S
3 p.m. C.A.S.T. performs Rumplestilskin, SH
Sunday, December 4 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, Alcove
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Alcove
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
7:30 p.m. First UMC Christmas Concert, S/  
Reception to follow, SH

    Sundays at First UMC  
 9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, FR
 9 a.m. Partnership with God, Rm 101
 9 a.m. Nursery Care, 204
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, CHR 
   10 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service, S
 10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg.
 11 a.m. Fellowship, Courtyard
 3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Rehearsal, CHR
 5 p.m. simple church, Chapel
 6 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

Highlights
Boy Scout Christmas Wreath Fundraiser - Today 

Troop 67 will have wreaths and greenery for sale today 
after worship!  Come and support the Scouts, and beautify 
your home for the holidays. Today, 11 a.m., Simkins Hall.

Angel Tree Project - Today
The Angel Tree Project begins today after worship. 
First UMC is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound 
House with household items for the families and their 
apartments.  Stop by the Angel Tree table during Coffee 
Fellowship to choose a gift.  Then return the wrapped 
gift back to the church office by Sunday December 18.  
For questions, contact Chris Ruud: chr10is@yahoo.com.

Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck: Today 
Today’s book: John Cobb’s latest—Jesus’ Abba: The God 
Who Has Not Failed—is our springboard into the season 
of Advent.  The word abba, which can be described as 
a baby’s first word, draws us into an understanding of 
an intimate relationship with God that reflects Cobb’s 
life of scholarship and his life-long faith journey.  Today, 
11:30 a.m., Fireside Room.

simple church 
Because a calm, centered, compassionate life is possible. 
Theme: the meaning is in the waiting: mindfulness. Tonight 
5 p.m. in the Chapel.

UMC #GivingTuesday
Extend the spirit of giving thanks by participating in 
United Methodist Church’s annual #GivingTuesday. 
Every gift made online on November 29 through The 
Advance to missions and ministries across the world will 
be matched up to $1 million. For more info, visit www.
umcmission.org/giving-tuesday/resources.

Alternative Christmas - Next Sunday 
Planning your Christmas gifts? The Alternative Christmas 
Fair offers the opportunity to make a gift in the name of 
a friend or loved one to many local and global mission 
projects.  Begins Sunday December 4, 11 a.m. in Simkins 
Hall after worship. 

Poinsettias
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our sanctuary 
for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service and Christmas Eve 
Services. Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the 
church office.  Each plant is $12, and may be picked up 
after 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service or on Christmas Day.

c.a.s.t. presents 
rumplestiltskin       

Children’s After School Theater’s 1st-5th graders 
present Rumplestiltskin.  This humorous and 
enchanting musical brings the classic story of 
Rumplestiltskin to life with delightful songs, 
dancing, and clever dialogue. Purchase tickets 
online: www. santamonicaumc.org/cast, and at 
the door. $10 adults/$5 kids, seniors.

Showtimes: Friday December 2, 6 p.m. 
Saturday, December 3, 3 p.m.

     DISCIPLE: WHOLE HEARTED 2017
It’s not too late to fill out & turn in your giving 
card for 2017. The church budget for 2017 
depends on the pledges we receive. The giving 
card can be found in the pew racks, in the church 
office, and online. You may drop your card into 
the Consecration Box today in the narthex.

christmas concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director James E. Smith conducts A 
Christmas Celebration, featuring Giacomo Puccini’s Gloria from 
Messa di Gloria for Choir and Chamber Orchestra, with William 
Grundler, tenor soloist; and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. 
with audience participation.  Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by 
Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read by Rev. Patricia Farris.  Suggested donation at the door is $10, 
seniors and children under 12, $5.  Child care will be available.  Don’t miss this yearly event which, for 
many, sets the mood for the coming Christmas season.  

*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. 
at no charge. Carols and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the musicians please no cell 
phones; families with babies/small children may listen from the Narthex.

Sunday December 4: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow in Simkins hall.
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projects.  Begins Sunday December 4, 11 a.m. in Simkins 
Hall after worship. 

Poinsettias
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our sanctuary 
for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service and Christmas Eve 
Services. Order at the Sunday Hospitality Table or in the 
church office.  Each plant is $12, and may be picked up 
after 11 p.m. Christmas Eve service or on Christmas Day.

c.a.s.t. presents 
rumplestiltskin       

Children’s After School Theater’s 1st-5th graders 
present Rumplestiltskin.  This humorous and 
enchanting musical brings the classic story of 
Rumplestiltskin to life with delightful songs, 
dancing, and clever dialogue. Purchase tickets 
online: www. santamonicaumc.org/cast, and at 
the door. $10 adults/$5 kids, seniors.

Showtimes: Friday December 2, 6 p.m. 
Saturday, December 3, 3 p.m.

     DISCIPLE: WHOLE HEARTED 2017
It’s not too late to fill out & turn in your giving 
card for 2017. The church budget for 2017 
depends on the pledges we receive. The giving 
card can be found in the pew racks, in the church 
office, and online. You may drop your card into 
the Consecration Box today in the narthex.

christmas concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director James E. Smith conducts A 
Christmas Celebration, featuring Giacomo Puccini’s Gloria from 
Messa di Gloria for Choir and Chamber Orchestra, with William 
Grundler, tenor soloist; and the annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. 
with audience participation.  Ty Woodward, organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain Ringers directed by 
Ron Theile, and spoken words will be read by Rev. Patricia Farris.  Suggested donation at the door is $10, 
seniors and children under 12, $5.  Child care will be available.  Don’t miss this yearly event which, for 
many, sets the mood for the coming Christmas season.  

*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. 
at no charge. Carols and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the musicians please no cell 
phones; families with babies/small children may listen from the Narthex.

Sunday December 4: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow in Simkins hall.
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