
Every four years, the General Conference of The UMC gathers.  Delegates from all over the world will 
assemble in Portland, Oregon, to consider a wide range of matters.  We are growing into becoming a more 
truly world-wide church, and as with all growth, this brings change.  We are looking towards a new global 
or general Book of Discipline.  We are examining how best to organize and govern a world-wide body.  We 
are considering financial implications and missional opportunities.  We will vote on legislation related to a 
variety of social issues that look very different in various global contexts.

This will be my 8th General Conference.  I was first elected to the 1988 General Conference in St. Louis.  
That was the year the GC voted to establish Africa University, which now celebrates its 25th Anniversary and 
more than 5,000 graduates, more than half of whom are women.  We have changed the future of the church 
on the African continent.

I have seen many changes, high points and low points.  We do not always rise to our potential, but sometimes we surpass our dreams.  
I believe that the Holy Spirit is in it all, yearning to empower us to witness to the liberating, life-giving power of God.  Please hold us 
in your prayers and continue to dream big–for the sake of the renewal of the church and the transformation of the world.
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HORIZONS

 SANCTUARY WORSHIP   simple church worship
                Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at 5 p.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

 
On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

May 1 - 6th Sunday of Easter 
Holy Communion

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

May 8 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris 

May 15 - Pentecost
Choir Recognition Sunday
Homily by Rev. Robert English

May 22 - Trinity Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

May 29 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Larry Young

Honor the memory of a loved one, or celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary or other event with flowers at the Reredos during 
Sunday worship. Cost is $80 for two arrangements, and you are 
welcome to take the flowers after worship. Orders may be taken 
at the Hospitality Table after worship, or, now online orders may 
be taken here: 

Flower Fund - 
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund

  SUNDAYS IN MAY

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE

First UMC is excited to present the artwork of James 
He Qi in the Fireside Room through the month of May. 
James is currently the artist-in-residence at Claremont 
School of Theology, and has exhibited world-wide.  

“It’s Chagall meets Matisse meets Picasso meets the 
East. Vibrant.  Energetic.  Breathtaking.  Biblical. 
Humorous. Whole-world art. He hopes to help change 
the ‘foreign image’ of Christianity in China by using 
artistic language, and at the same time, to supplement 
Chinese Art the way Buddhist art did in ancient times.

His brilliant, colorful and highly contemporary 
paintings emerge unmistakably from ongoing Chinese 
contexts.

He Qi blends Chinese folk customs and traditional 
Chinese painting with the western art of the Middle 

and Modern Ages, but adds 
his own spin, techniques and style.”
- From Dr. Richard Melheim’s introduction to 
He Qi’s publication The New 
Art Book.

Save the date to attend a 
meet-and-greet with 
James He Qi:  

Sunday May 22, 11 a.m. 
in the Fireside Room.

New Art in the Fireside Room for May



May Calendar
Sunday, May 1 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. Preschool Spring Fair, Courtyard
5 p.m. simple church, Simkins Hall
Friday, May 6 
7 p.m. C.A.S.T. presents Bugsy Malone Jr., Simkins Hall
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, Fireside Room 
Saturday, May 7
12 p.m. C.A.S.T. presents Bugsy Malone Jr., Simkins Hall
Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day • Children’s Church (date change)
1 p.m. C.A.S.T. presents Bugsy Malone Jr., Simkins Hall
Tuesday, May 10 - UMC General Conference begins 
Wednesday, May 11
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital/Reception, Sanctuary/Fireside Rm
Saturday, May 14
12 p.m. Relay for Life begins, Off-site
4 p.m. Messy Church, Chapel/Simkins Hall (note room change)
Sunday, May 15 - Choir Recognition Sunday 
8 a.m. Relay for Life ends, Off-site
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, Simkins Hall
11 a.m. UMW Scholarship Brunch, Fireside Room
5 p.m. simple church, Chapel (note room change)
5:30 p.m. Youth Service Project Dinner/Silent Auction, Simkins Hall
Friday, May 20 - UMC General Conference ends
3 p.m. Nearing Memorial Service, Sanctuary
Saturday, May 21
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
10 a.m. Sacred Yoga, Simkins Hall
Sunday, May 22
11 a.m. Meet-and-Greet with James He Qi in the Fireside Rm
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel
11:30 a.m. UMYF Beach Trip, Off-site
Monday, May 23
5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Habitat for Humanity/Veggie Grill Fundraiser, OS
Thursday, May 26
5 p.m. simple church/Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Sunday, May 29 - Faith in Action Sunday
11:30 a.m. Rev. Farris Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
Monday, May 30 - Campus Closed/Memorial Day 
 WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom 
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, May 3: 6 p.m. Habitat for Humanity Meeting, FR
Wednesday, May 4: 6 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Meeting, CR-A
Tuesday, May 17: 4 p.m. Loans & Scholarships Committee 
Meeting, CR-A

         
Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• First UMC member Patricia Ann Nearing, who died April 15. 
Memorial service will be held Friday May 20, 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
• UMW member Patricia McFadden, who died April 22.

Baptisms
• Ezra Joseph Schlitter, son of Ben and Erin Schlitter and little 
brother to Esther, was baptized by Rev. Patricia Farris on April 3.
• Dominic Edward Rold, son of Dane and Sarah Rold, was 
baptized by Rev. Robert English on April 17.

Thank You!
• to the 30 church volunteers and staff that participated in a 
CPR/First Aid training class (which included a delicious lunch!) held 
in the Alcove. Instructor Charles from Joffe Emergency Services 
did an amazing job.  A big thank you, also, to member Heidi 
Crooks for sponsoring the event.  You can find more photos from 
the training class on the church’s Facebook Page (facebook.com/
santamonicaumc)  If you are interested in attending next year’s 
training class contact the church office.
• to Abigail, Ashlyn 
and Iyan Knight 
for making beautiful 
Thank You cards to 
Rev. Robert English 
and the simple 
church crew, who 
put together the 
monthly Family Place 
Community Meals. 
*Join the next 
Community Meal, Thursday, May 26, 5-7 p.m. Family Place.
    

Pastoral care emergency hotline: 310-393-8258, enter extension 1.  
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your 

call as soon as possible.

Messy Church
Messy Church is an intergenerational 
worship experience where we learn 
about God’s love through crafts, 
activities, story and a shared meal.  
This informal, messy gathering is a 
great opportunity to invite friends 
and neighbors to a new spiritual community.  

Saturday May 14: 4 - 6 p.m., includes time for a meal and 
fellowship. Chapel and Simkins Hall.  

Mid-Week Recital for May
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch hour 
listening to beautiful music!  The May recital features 
Thomas Joyce, organ.
Currently the organist at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Santa 
Barbara, Joyce has served a 
number of churches throughout 
the United States as an organist 
and choirmaster. This is the last 
concert of the 2016 Mid-Week 
Recital Spring series.  

FREE Concert Wednesday May 11: 12:10-12:40 p.m., in 
the Sanctuary. Artist reception follows in the Fireside Rm.

May Book-of-the-Month Study 
& Potluck 
Ferguson & Faith: Sparking Leadership and 
Awakening Community, by Leah Gunning Francis

Racial tensions continue to tear at the fabric 
of American cities.  Seminary professor Leah 
Gunning Francis interviewed over two dozen faith activists 
following the shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri.  Her book shares their voices and takes us behind 
the scenes into the hearts and lives of the community and its 
leaders.  Come to be challenged and inspired by a vision 
of the vocation of the church “for such a time as this.”  Bring 
a dish to share.
Sunday May 29: 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

C.A.S.T. presents 
Bugsy Malone, Jr.
Children’s After School Theater 6th-12th 
graders present Bugsy Malone Jr., the 
story of two gangs in a fictitious city 
populated 

only by children in a rivalry of 
Capone-ian standards.  
Bugsy Malone Jr. Showtimes in 
Simkins Hall:  
Friday May 6, 7 p.m.  
Saturday May 7, 12 p.m.  
Sunday, May 8, 1 p.m.

United Methodist Communications is offering a free online course 
entitled What It Means to be United Methodist. Go to:

www.umcom.org/learn/united-methodism-101

Relay for Life 
The American Cancer Society’s annual Relay for Life will be 
held on Corsair Field at Santa Monica College. The Health 
Ministry Council is sponsoring Chris Reagh’s continued efforts 
to support this worthy cause.  Put on your walking shoes and 
come join community supporters at any time and for any 
amount of time at the event.  For more information visit: www.
relayforlife.org, search for team captain Chris Reagh/ Team 
Wesley Walkers to find First UMC’s page.

Saturday May 14 - Sunday May 15: Begins Saturday noon 
thru 8 a.m. Sunday, Santa Monica College (1900 Pico Blvd.)

Preschool Spring Fair
Come to the First UMC Preschool 
Spring Fair for great fun for the 
whole family!  Featuring moon 
bounces, arts & crafts, pony rides, 
petting zoo, taco stand, and lots more! Proceeds from the Fair 
go to funding Preschool programs, scholarships and school 
improvements. 
Sunday May 1: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Courtyard

Methodist Foundation Scholarships
Applications for the annual Methodist Foundation Scholarships 
are available in the church office, at the Sunday Hospitality 
Table, and on the website. Scholarship Sunday is June 12.
Deadline for application: Sunday May 15

Choir Recognition Sunday
Don’t miss First UMC’s annual Choir Recognition Sunday, 
when The Chancel Choir, The Childrens Church Choir/
Ensemble, and The Amadeus Handbell 
Choir will be recognized and featured 
during the service. Come and show your 
appreciation for the gorgeous music 
these groups present during worship 
services throughout the year.  This year, 
the Chancel Choir will present selections 
from The Gift Of Life, a new choral work 
by John Rutter, for Choir and Orchestra, 
conducted by Dr. James Smith. 
Sunday May 15: during 10 a.m. Worship.

Youth Service Project 
Silent Auction Fundraiser & Dinner
This year’s Youth Service Project team will 
repair homes for people in need in Smith 
River, CA. On Sunday May 15, the team will 
hold their Silent Auction and Fundraiser in 
Simkins Hall. View and bid on Silent Auction 
items after worship that day, and then later 
that evening from 5:30-8:30 p.m. as you 
enjoy the dinner and show.  Donations for the 
Silent Auction are appreciated.  Tickets are available after 
worship May 1, 8 & 15 during Coffee Fellowship.

Sunday May 15: Bid on Silent Auction items after worship; 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Silent Auction Dinner and Show, Simkins Hall

New Sacred Yoga - What to Expect  
On a Saturday morning in April, yoga instructor and church 
member Temitope began the class with a simple yet clear 
breakdown of the breath and its purpose during ones practice.  
This then flowed into some familiar yoga poses with the breath 
as ones guide.  After about an hour, the class comfortably 
transitioned into a few minutes of peaceful meditation.  During 
the last portion, Temitope introduced an interesting parallel 
between the Ten Commandments and the ethical rules within 
Hinduism and Yoga called the Yamas and Niyamas.  Whether 
you are new to yoga and meditation or practice regularly, this 
class is the perfect way to find stillness in your mind and body as 
well as to center and strengthen your spirit. 

Saturday May 21: 10 a.m., Simkins Hall



MAY PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
May 1: Preschool Spring Fair
Week of May 2: Mother’s Day Celebration Week
May 11: Preschool Spring Concert 
Week of May 16: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 30: Memorial Day (school closed)

                                                 Happenings at First UMC

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope
by Ron Theile
“As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, 
I often find myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary.  There 
are times I look out from the choir loft to witness those who 
are worshipping doing the same.  It could be while we are 
preparing for worship, praying, listening to scripture or being 
moved by the music of worship. 

This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, 
the many sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. 
They are all symbols of hope, so that we will all be inspired to 
be the hope.” - Ron Theile

Part 4: 
In Part 3, I wrote of the window that the congregation has the 
best view of (“Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock).  Part 4 
will be a discussion of the window that the choir has the best 
view of: “The Good Shepherd.”  This window is located above 
the balcony.
Many people I asked believed that this window represents 
Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd…”  Those in the 
congregation who were present at it’s dedication knew 
otherwise.  This beautiful piece of art represents the verse 
from John 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep.”  
The image, which shows the mother sheep craning its head 
upward toward its lamb in Christ’s arms is, in fact, taken from 
a painting by Bernhard Plockhorst (March 2, 1825 – May 18, 
1907) who was a German painter and graphic artist.
The figure of Christ with his sheep is the centerfold of our 
window.  The others symbols include the Chrismon, Lilies of the 
Valley, and the Tree of Life.

New Members

Easter Sunrise Service 
in Palisades Park

A chrismon is a Christian symbol representing 
Jesus Christ. As in the case of Christogram, 
the term chrismon comes from the Latin phrase 
“Christi monogramma,” meaning “monogram 
of Christ.” Lilies of the Valley are also known 
as Our Lady’s Tears or Mary’s Tears from 
legends that they sprang from the weeping 
of the Virgin Mary during the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  Finally, after appearing in Genesis (2:9 
and 3:22-24) as one of two forbidden trees, 
the Tree of Life reappears in the last book of 
the Bible, the Book of Revelation, and most 
predominantly in the last chapter of that book 
(Chapter 22) as a part of the new garden of 
paradise.

Symbolically, this window offers the viewer many messages 
as pertaining to our Christian faith.  The artist truly captured 
what was to be the centerpiece of the wall above the balcony 
as well as serve as the window that faced off the front of our 
church on 11th Street.
Please allow me to offer a simpler view of this magnificent 
glass.  To me, it symbolizes a Christ who not only cares for 
his flock located within the window, but also watches over 
his flock as it gathers in our sanctuary.  He is watching over 
us as we worship, pray, sing, and celebrate new life and the 
passing onto the next.  When we need Him most, He will lift 
us into His arms and wrap His robe around us to offer us the 
hope that, through Him, everything will be made right.  
“I am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep”.
This window offers a message of hope, so that we can be the 
hope.

Habitat For Humanity  
First UMC is excited to join in a coalition of Methodist 
Westside churches working with Habitat for Humanity to 
fund and build a home in Culver City for a family in need.  
The coalition’s fundraising goal is $150,000 for all churches 
combined, with $57,000 already raised.  Once the money 

has been raised, 
building will begin 
and will be staffed 
by volunteers from the 
coalition churches.
 While we build and repair homes nationally and 

internationally through our Haiti and Youth Service 
Project efforts, Habitat for Humanity gives us a chance 
to do something in our own backyard.  Habitat is also an 
opportunity to share the good news with a friend who may 
feel uncomfortable coming to a traditional church event or 
worship gathering.  Also, Habitat homes are well constructed 
and give us a tangible way to be of service.

Ways to donate to the First UMC Habitat for Humanity effort 
are through our website: www. santamonicaumc.org, (click the 
Donate Now button, then select Habitat for Humanity from 
the dropdown menu,) or by check with Habitat for Humanity 
written in the memo line.

Save the date for an upcoming Habitat fundraising event in 
collaboration with Veggie Grill on Monday May 23, 5-10 
p.m. 33% of all food & drink sales will go directly towards 
the Coalition’s fundraising goal!  Flyers available now at 
the Hospitality Table, or online: www.santamonicaumc.org/
habitat.

First UMC member Dee Menzies has been the Head of School 
at Carlthorp School in Santa Monica for the last 33 years. This 
year she is retiring, and looks back on her time there. 

Were you Head of School from the beginning of your tenure 
at Carlthorp?
- Yes, I started as Head of School.  Immediately before 
Carlthorp School, I taught 7th and 8th grade math and science 
at Marymount Junior School during the day, and I was a Pierce 
College science instructor at night.

Over the years you’ve seen lots of changes at the school and in 
Santa Monica in general. Any particular changes that stand out 
for you?
- Changes at Carlthorp that stand out would be: following the 
’94 earthquake we doubled the size of the physical footprint of 
the school (by acquiring the property next door) and increased 
the student body from one class per grade level to 2 classes.  
Faculty and staff have increased from approximately 15 when 
I started to 75 currently.  Spanish is now taught in grades K thru 
6, and the school remains on the “cutting edge of technology.”

What did you enjoy the most being there?
- What I enjoy most are the children.  I often say, “Working 
at Carlthorp School is like going to Disneyland everyday.  The 
children are so happy and so much fun.”    

What are you looking forward to in 
retirement?
- I do not know exactly what I will do in 
retirement.  I will take a few months to 
decide, but I look forward to continuing 
my involvement in the community of 
Santa Monica and spending more time 
with Jim and Jamie. :)

First UMC Feature: Dee Menzies  

Dee with her husband 
Jim and son Jamie.

Save the Date:
Celebrating Dee Menzies

Carlthorp Legacy Block Party
Fox Studios

Sunday June 5, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Carlthorp honors Dee Menzies’
commitment to the School through

The Allison Lynn Menzies
Scholarship Fund:

www.carlthorp.org/dee

Easter worship in the Sanctuary

Baptisms

Ezra Joseph Schlitter Dominic Edward Rold

We welcome new members (from top left)
Susan Davis, Karen Lewis, John Pfister,

and Anthony, Candace, Blythe 
and Augie Johnson 



MAY PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
May 1: Preschool Spring Fair
Week of May 2: Mother’s Day Celebration Week
May 11: Preschool Spring Concert 
Week of May 16: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 30: Memorial Day (school closed)

                                                 Happenings at First UMC

Our Sanctuary: Symbols of Hope
by Ron Theile
“As a member of this congregation and of the Chancel Choir, 
I often find myself gazing upon our beautiful sanctuary.  There 
are times I look out from the choir loft to witness those who 
are worshipping doing the same.  It could be while we are 
preparing for worship, praying, listening to scripture or being 
moved by the music of worship. 

This series will help to guide us as we look at, and think about, 
the many sights and symbols that surround us as we worship. 
They are all symbols of hope, so that we will all be inspired to 
be the hope.” - Ron Theile

Part 4: 
In Part 3, I wrote of the window that the congregation has the 
best view of (“Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock).  Part 4 
will be a discussion of the window that the choir has the best 
view of: “The Good Shepherd.”  This window is located above 
the balcony.
Many people I asked believed that this window represents 
Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd…”  Those in the 
congregation who were present at it’s dedication knew 
otherwise.  This beautiful piece of art represents the verse 
from John 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, I know my sheep.”  
The image, which shows the mother sheep craning its head 
upward toward its lamb in Christ’s arms is, in fact, taken from 
a painting by Bernhard Plockhorst (March 2, 1825 – May 18, 
1907) who was a German painter and graphic artist.
The figure of Christ with his sheep is the centerfold of our 
window.  The others symbols include the Chrismon, Lilies of the 
Valley, and the Tree of Life.

New Members

Easter Sunrise Service 
in Palisades Park

A chrismon is a Christian symbol representing 
Jesus Christ. As in the case of Christogram, 
the term chrismon comes from the Latin phrase 
“Christi monogramma,” meaning “monogram 
of Christ.” Lilies of the Valley are also known 
as Our Lady’s Tears or Mary’s Tears from 
legends that they sprang from the weeping 
of the Virgin Mary during the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  Finally, after appearing in Genesis (2:9 
and 3:22-24) as one of two forbidden trees, 
the Tree of Life reappears in the last book of 
the Bible, the Book of Revelation, and most 
predominantly in the last chapter of that book 
(Chapter 22) as a part of the new garden of 
paradise.

Symbolically, this window offers the viewer many messages 
as pertaining to our Christian faith.  The artist truly captured 
what was to be the centerpiece of the wall above the balcony 
as well as serve as the window that faced off the front of our 
church on 11th Street.
Please allow me to offer a simpler view of this magnificent 
glass.  To me, it symbolizes a Christ who not only cares for 
his flock located within the window, but also watches over 
his flock as it gathers in our sanctuary.  He is watching over 
us as we worship, pray, sing, and celebrate new life and the 
passing onto the next.  When we need Him most, He will lift 
us into His arms and wrap His robe around us to offer us the 
hope that, through Him, everything will be made right.  
“I am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep”.
This window offers a message of hope, so that we can be the 
hope.

Habitat For Humanity  
First UMC is excited to join in a coalition of Methodist 
Westside churches working with Habitat for Humanity to 
fund and build a home in Culver City for a family in need.  
The coalition’s fundraising goal is $150,000 for all churches 
combined, with $57,000 already raised.  Once the money 

has been raised, 
building will begin 
and will be staffed 
by volunteers from the 
coalition churches.
 While we build and repair homes nationally and 

internationally through our Haiti and Youth Service 
Project efforts, Habitat for Humanity gives us a chance 
to do something in our own backyard.  Habitat is also an 
opportunity to share the good news with a friend who may 
feel uncomfortable coming to a traditional church event or 
worship gathering.  Also, Habitat homes are well constructed 
and give us a tangible way to be of service.

Ways to donate to the First UMC Habitat for Humanity effort 
are through our website: www. santamonicaumc.org, (click the 
Donate Now button, then select Habitat for Humanity from 
the dropdown menu,) or by check with Habitat for Humanity 
written in the memo line.

Save the date for an upcoming Habitat fundraising event in 
collaboration with Veggie Grill on Monday May 23, 5-10 
p.m. 33% of all food & drink sales will go directly towards 
the Coalition’s fundraising goal!  Flyers available now at 
the Hospitality Table, or online: www.santamonicaumc.org/
habitat.

First UMC member Dee Menzies has been the Head of School 
at Carlthorp School in Santa Monica for the last 33 years. This 
year she is retiring, and looks back on her time there. 

Were you Head of School from the beginning of your tenure 
at Carlthorp?
- Yes, I started as Head of School.  Immediately before 
Carlthorp School, I taught 7th and 8th grade math and science 
at Marymount Junior School during the day, and I was a Pierce 
College science instructor at night.

Over the years you’ve seen lots of changes at the school and in 
Santa Monica in general. Any particular changes that stand out 
for you?
- Changes at Carlthorp that stand out would be: following the 
’94 earthquake we doubled the size of the physical footprint of 
the school (by acquiring the property next door) and increased 
the student body from one class per grade level to 2 classes.  
Faculty and staff have increased from approximately 15 when 
I started to 75 currently.  Spanish is now taught in grades K thru 
6, and the school remains on the “cutting edge of technology.”

What did you enjoy the most being there?
- What I enjoy most are the children.  I often say, “Working 
at Carlthorp School is like going to Disneyland everyday.  The 
children are so happy and so much fun.”    

What are you looking forward to in 
retirement?
- I do not know exactly what I will do in 
retirement.  I will take a few months to 
decide, but I look forward to continuing 
my involvement in the community of 
Santa Monica and spending more time 
with Jim and Jamie. :)

First UMC Feature: Dee Menzies  

Dee with her husband 
Jim and son Jamie.

Save the Date:
Celebrating Dee Menzies

Carlthorp Legacy Block Party
Fox Studios

Sunday June 5, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Carlthorp honors Dee Menzies’
commitment to the School through

The Allison Lynn Menzies
Scholarship Fund:

www.carlthorp.org/dee

Easter worship in the Sanctuary

Baptisms

Ezra Joseph Schlitter Dominic Edward Rold

We welcome new members (from top left)
Susan Davis, Karen Lewis, John Pfister,

and Anthony, Candace, Blythe 
and Augie Johnson 



May Calendar
Sunday, May 1 - Holy Communion 
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11:30 a.m. UMYF Beach Trip, Off-site
Monday, May 23
5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Habitat for Humanity/Veggie Grill Fundraiser, OS
Thursday, May 26
5 p.m. simple church/Family Place Community Meal, Off-site
Sunday, May 29 - Faith in Action Sunday
11:30 a.m. Rev. Farris Book Study/Potluck, Fireside Room
Monday, May 30 - Campus Closed/Memorial Day 
 WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays) Offsite 
Tuesdays: 7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
Wednesdays: 9 a.m. UMW Workparty/Luncheon, Workroom 
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, May 3: 6 p.m. Habitat for Humanity Meeting, FR
Wednesday, May 4: 6 p.m. Staff-Parish Relations Meeting, CR-A
Tuesday, May 17: 4 p.m. Loans & Scholarships Committee 
Meeting, CR-A

         
Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• First UMC member Patricia Ann Nearing, who died April 15. 
Memorial service will be held Friday May 20, 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
• UMW member Patricia McFadden, who died April 22.

Baptisms
• Ezra Joseph Schlitter, son of Ben and Erin Schlitter and little 
brother to Esther, was baptized by Rev. Patricia Farris on April 3.
• Dominic Edward Rold, son of Dane and Sarah Rold, was 
baptized by Rev. Robert English on April 17.

Thank You!
• to the 30 church volunteers and staff that participated in a 
CPR/First Aid training class (which included a delicious lunch!) held 
in the Alcove. Instructor Charles from Joffe Emergency Services 
did an amazing job.  A big thank you, also, to member Heidi 
Crooks for sponsoring the event.  You can find more photos from 
the training class on the church’s Facebook Page (facebook.com/
santamonicaumc)  If you are interested in attending next year’s 
training class contact the church office.
• to Abigail, Ashlyn 
and Iyan Knight 
for making beautiful 
Thank You cards to 
Rev. Robert English 
and the simple 
church crew, who 
put together the 
monthly Family Place 
Community Meals. 
*Join the next 
Community Meal, Thursday, May 26, 5-7 p.m. Family Place.
    

Pastoral care emergency hotline: 310-393-8258, enter extension 1.  
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your 

call as soon as possible.

Messy Church
Messy Church is an intergenerational 
worship experience where we learn 
about God’s love through crafts, 
activities, story and a shared meal.  
This informal, messy gathering is a 
great opportunity to invite friends 
and neighbors to a new spiritual community.  

Saturday May 14: 4 - 6 p.m., includes time for a meal and 
fellowship. Chapel and Simkins Hall.  

Mid-Week Recital for May
Take a break from your day and spend your lunch hour 
listening to beautiful music!  The May recital features 
Thomas Joyce, organ.
Currently the organist at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Santa 
Barbara, Joyce has served a 
number of churches throughout 
the United States as an organist 
and choirmaster. This is the last 
concert of the 2016 Mid-Week 
Recital Spring series.  

FREE Concert Wednesday May 11: 12:10-12:40 p.m., in 
the Sanctuary. Artist reception follows in the Fireside Rm.

May Book-of-the-Month Study 
& Potluck 
Ferguson & Faith: Sparking Leadership and 
Awakening Community, by Leah Gunning Francis

Racial tensions continue to tear at the fabric 
of American cities.  Seminary professor Leah 
Gunning Francis interviewed over two dozen faith activists 
following the shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri.  Her book shares their voices and takes us behind 
the scenes into the hearts and lives of the community and its 
leaders.  Come to be challenged and inspired by a vision 
of the vocation of the church “for such a time as this.”  Bring 
a dish to share.
Sunday May 29: 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room

C.A.S.T. presents 
Bugsy Malone, Jr.
Children’s After School Theater 6th-12th 
graders present Bugsy Malone Jr., the 
story of two gangs in a fictitious city 
populated 

only by children in a rivalry of 
Capone-ian standards.  
Bugsy Malone Jr. Showtimes in 
Simkins Hall:  
Friday May 6, 7 p.m.  
Saturday May 7, 12 p.m.  
Sunday, May 8, 1 p.m.

United Methodist Communications is offering a free online course 
entitled What It Means to be United Methodist. Go to:

www.umcom.org/learn/united-methodism-101

Relay for Life 
The American Cancer Society’s annual Relay for Life will be 
held on Corsair Field at Santa Monica College. The Health 
Ministry Council is sponsoring Chris Reagh’s continued efforts 
to support this worthy cause.  Put on your walking shoes and 
come join community supporters at any time and for any 
amount of time at the event.  For more information visit: www.
relayforlife.org, search for team captain Chris Reagh/ Team 
Wesley Walkers to find First UMC’s page.

Saturday May 14 - Sunday May 15: Begins Saturday noon 
thru 8 a.m. Sunday, Santa Monica College (1900 Pico Blvd.)

Preschool Spring Fair
Come to the First UMC Preschool 
Spring Fair for great fun for the 
whole family!  Featuring moon 
bounces, arts & crafts, pony rides, 
petting zoo, taco stand, and lots more! Proceeds from the Fair 
go to funding Preschool programs, scholarships and school 
improvements. 
Sunday May 1: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Courtyard

Methodist Foundation Scholarships
Applications for the annual Methodist Foundation Scholarships 
are available in the church office, at the Sunday Hospitality 
Table, and on the website. Scholarship Sunday is June 12.
Deadline for application: Sunday May 15

Choir Recognition Sunday
Don’t miss First UMC’s annual Choir Recognition Sunday, 
when The Chancel Choir, The Childrens Church Choir/
Ensemble, and The Amadeus Handbell 
Choir will be recognized and featured 
during the service. Come and show your 
appreciation for the gorgeous music 
these groups present during worship 
services throughout the year.  This year, 
the Chancel Choir will present selections 
from The Gift Of Life, a new choral work 
by John Rutter, for Choir and Orchestra, 
conducted by Dr. James Smith. 
Sunday May 15: during 10 a.m. Worship.

Youth Service Project 
Silent Auction Fundraiser & Dinner
This year’s Youth Service Project team will 
repair homes for people in need in Smith 
River, CA. On Sunday May 15, the team will 
hold their Silent Auction and Fundraiser in 
Simkins Hall. View and bid on Silent Auction 
items after worship that day, and then later 
that evening from 5:30-8:30 p.m. as you 
enjoy the dinner and show.  Donations for the 
Silent Auction are appreciated.  Tickets are available after 
worship May 1, 8 & 15 during Coffee Fellowship.

Sunday May 15: Bid on Silent Auction items after worship; 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Silent Auction Dinner and Show, Simkins Hall

New Sacred Yoga - What to Expect  
On a Saturday morning in April, yoga instructor and church 
member Temitope began the class with a simple yet clear 
breakdown of the breath and its purpose during ones practice.  
This then flowed into some familiar yoga poses with the breath 
as ones guide.  After about an hour, the class comfortably 
transitioned into a few minutes of peaceful meditation.  During 
the last portion, Temitope introduced an interesting parallel 
between the Ten Commandments and the ethical rules within 
Hinduism and Yoga called the Yamas and Niyamas.  Whether 
you are new to yoga and meditation or practice regularly, this 
class is the perfect way to find stillness in your mind and body as 
well as to center and strengthen your spirit. 

Saturday May 21: 10 a.m., Simkins Hall



Every four years, the General Conference of The UMC gathers.  Delegates from all over the world will 
assemble in Portland, Oregon, to consider a wide range of matters.  We are growing into becoming a more 
truly world-wide church, and as with all growth, this brings change.  We are looking towards a new global 
or general Book of Discipline.  We are examining how best to organize and govern a world-wide body.  We 
are considering financial implications and missional opportunities.  We will vote on legislation related to a 
variety of social issues that look very different in various global contexts.

This will be my 8th General Conference.  I was first elected to the 1988 General Conference in St. Louis.  
That was the year the GC voted to establish Africa University, which now celebrates its 25th Anniversary and 
more than 5,000 graduates, more than half of whom are women.  We have changed the future of the church 
on the African continent.

I have seen many changes, high points and low points.  We do not always rise to our potential, but sometimes we surpass our dreams.  
I believe that the Holy Spirit is in it all, yearning to empower us to witness to the liberating, life-giving power of God.  Please hold us 
in your prayers and continue to dream big–for the sake of the renewal of the church and the transformation of the world.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
of SANTA MONICA

SENT INEL
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Senior Minister

HORIZONS

 SANCTUARY WORSHIP   simple church worship
                Sundays at 10:00 a.m.        1st & 3rd Sundays of the month at 5 p.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Warmup, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

 
On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

May 1 - 6th Sunday of Easter 
Holy Communion

Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

May 8 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Ascension Sunday

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris 

May 15 - Pentecost
Choir Recognition Sunday
Homily by Rev. Robert English

May 22 - Trinity Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

May 29 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Sermon by Rev. Larry Young

Honor the memory of a loved one, or celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary or other event with flowers at the Reredos during 
Sunday worship. Cost is $80 for two arrangements, and you are 
welcome to take the flowers after worship. Orders may be taken 
at the Hospitality Table after worship, or, now online orders may 
be taken here: 

Flower Fund - 
www.santamonicaumc.org/flower-fund

  SUNDAYS IN MAY

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE

First UMC is excited to present the artwork of James 
He Qi in the Fireside Room through the month of May. 
James is currently the artist-in-residence at Claremont 
School of Theology, and has exhibited world-wide.  

“It’s Chagall meets Matisse meets Picasso meets the 
East. Vibrant.  Energetic.  Breathtaking.  Biblical. 
Humorous. Whole-world art. He hopes to help change 
the ‘foreign image’ of Christianity in China by using 
artistic language, and at the same time, to supplement 
Chinese Art the way Buddhist art did in ancient times.

His brilliant, colorful and highly contemporary 
paintings emerge unmistakably from ongoing Chinese 
contexts.

He Qi blends Chinese folk customs and traditional 
Chinese painting with the western art of the Middle 

and Modern Ages, but adds 
his own spin, techniques and style.”
- From Dr. Richard Melheim’s introduction to 
He Qi’s publication The New 
Art Book.

Save the date to attend a 
meet-and-greet with 
James He Qi:  

Sunday May 22, 11 a.m. 
in the Fireside Room.

New Art in the Fireside Room for May
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