
Advent

As the season of Advent begins, we light the candles of the Advent wreath, signifying the coming of Christ 
Jesus, the Light of the World.  This is one way God is with us—as the light no darkness can overcome.  
Indeed the Psalmist sang:  “For thou wilt light my candle; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.” 

This is a time of deep darkness in our world, a world torn by violence, grief, and fear. God is with us.  
God’s light is given, that we might become people of the light, people who travel together in the light 
toward the light who is God.  How we need God’s light to come to us and transform us from within, that 
we might be light-bearers who witness to hope and peace.

Amidst all the busy-ness of the season, I encourage you to nurture your soul.  Ponder the Advent devotionals.  I invite you into some 
moments of prayer, silence, worship, fellowship, and giving—the spiritual practices that form us from the inside out into those who 
live with the deep assurance that God is indeed with us.

May the light of Christ shine in you.
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HORIZONS

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

December 6 - Second Sunday in Advent 
Holy Communion

Homily by Rev. Robert English

December 13 - Third Sunday in Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

December 20 - Lessons & Carols

December 27 - Family Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

Mark Your Calendar!
Keep your calendar of events in order by checking out 
the church’s Events Page.  There you’ll find information 
on Advent and Sunday church events, group activities, 
forms to help plan your upcoming event, as well as the 
church Google calendar.

www.santamonicaumc.org/events

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE
God is With Us

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 - 11 p.m.  Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve Family Service
A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes will be 
available at the door for all children to participate.

December 24 - 4 p.m.  Children & Youth Choirs, Handbells

Lessons & Carols
December 20 - 10 a.m.  The annual worship service of music and word.

Christmas 2015



December Calendar
Sunday, December 6 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Simkins Hall (SH)
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
7:30 p.m. First UMC Christmas Concert, Sanctuary (S)
Reception to follow, SH
Friday, December 11
3:30 p.m. Preschool Christmas Program, S
6:30 p.m. Family Connection Christmas Party, Off-site (OS)
Sunday, December 13
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
6:15 p.m. UMYF Christmas Party, OS
Sunday, December 20 - Children’s Church
10 a.m. Worship - Lessons & Carols, S 
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
2:30 p.m. Labyrinth Walk, SH
5 p.m. simple church, SH
Thursday, December 24
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, S
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, S 
Sunday December 27 
10 a.m. Worship - Family Sunday (Children remain in worship, no 
Sunday School), S
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel

CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED: December 25-26, 28-31, January 1

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays:  
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
6 p.m. Sacred Yoga (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, December 8
6 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting, Off-site
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting, OS

Advent Devotional
The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent 
Devotional after church Sunday, November 29, at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or in the church office.  The devotional is written 
by First UMC members and provides a wonderful opportunity 
to share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme is 
“God is With Us.” Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals: 
santamonicaumc.org/adventdevotionals2015.

Christmas Concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director James E. 
Smith conducts A Christmas Celebration, 
featuring Maurten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna 
for Choir and Chamber Orchestra, and the 
annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with 
audience participation. Ty Woodward, 
organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain 
Ringers directed by Ron Theile, and spoken 
words will be read by First UMC member and church staff David 
Penson.  Suggested donation at the door is $10, seniors and 
children under 12, $5.  Child care will be available.  Don’t miss 
this yearly event which, for many, sets the mood for the coming 
Christmas season.  
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the 
Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. at no charge. Carols 
and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the 
musicians please no cell phones; families with babies/small children 
may listen from the Narthex.

Sunday December 6: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow 
in Simkins Hall.

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 29.  First UMC 
is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with household 
items for the families and their apartments.  Stop by the Angel 
Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in Simkins 
Hall to choose a gift.  Then return wrapped gifts back to the Angel 
Tree table or the church office by Sunday December 20.

Fulfill Your Financial Pledge
The end of the year is coming. Some of you have said you will 
be out of town in the last days of the year. Others of you have 
said you won’t know about your total giving ability until you know 
various personal financial results. Church members face these 
year-end issues every year, and our church is happy to work with 
you to achieve your giving goals. Here are options and timelines 
available to you.  You may always contact Business Administrator 
Christina Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of year.  Our church office is closed 
December 25-January 1, but special arrangements can be made.

• Give at one of these remaining worship services December 6, 
13, 20, 27.
• Mail your check postmarked by December 31, 2015.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer 
to be completed by December 31, 2015.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January or later for the 2015 year, 
be sure to mark your check “prior year fulfillment.”

Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our 
community and around the world.

         Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• First UMC member Jesse Joseph Poliquin, who died November 
20. A memorial service will be held February 20.

Births
• Andrew Russell Rivera, who was born November 10 to parents 
Brittany Scott and Raymon Rivera. Grandson of Amey Storm, 
great grandson of Jim & Betty Storm.
• Ezra Joseph Schlitter, who was born November 12 to parents 
Ben and Erin Schlitter, and sister Esther.

Congratulations 
• to Mikey Strauss, who placed 2nd in the 2016 National PTA 
Reflections (Art in Education). He submitted an origami swan 
comprised of approximately 100 pieces.

With Gratitude
• To Flu Clinic volunteers Jan Ellis, Barbara Hackett, Joy 
Peterman, and Leslie Talt, and to Health Ministry Co-Chairs 
Debi Jenkinson-Wong and Dorothy Williams for a successful 
October 22 Clinic.

To the 2014 Youth Service Project families:
“Each year at this time of Thanksgiving I look back on the past 
year and all the people, places and things I am grateful for… 
This year you remain on that list.

Mom and I have made it through another year in this old house, 
but we have stayed safe and dry.  We outlasted the ice storm 
of the century in the Upper Cumberland area of Tennessee last 
February.  Some of our neighbors were without power for two 
weeks or more, but fortunately we only lost power for one day. 
Without the repairs you all did on our roof, it would have fallen 
in with the weight of the ice and snow.  Your help made a 
difference in our lives and brings fond memories when we 
watch the video and remember times shared and your toils and 
kindness.  May you all have a blessed Thanksgiving filled with 
family, friends and the grace of a very loving Father.  And may 
the next year find all of you safe, happy and warm.”

Nancy and Jennie Patton
The Little Red House in Jamestown, Tennessee

LOOKING FORWARD

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS
Wednesday January 13: Mid-Week Recital
The first of the Music Program’s Mid-Week recitals begin with 
Beth Mitchell on tuba. This free concert is in the First UMC 
Sanctuary from 12:10 to 12:40 p.m.
simple church: Will meet twice a month (1st and 3rd Sunday) 
beginning in January. 

Poinsettias
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our 
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service 
and Christmas Eve Services. Order at the Sunday 

Hospitality Table or in the church office.  Each plant is $12, and may 
be picked up after Christmas Eve services.

United Methodist General Conference 
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body will meet at 
the Oregon Convention Center, the largest convention center in 
the Pacific Northwest, on May 10-20, 2016. General Conference 
is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church 
which meets once every four years. The conference can revise 
church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, 
public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and 
budgets for church-wide programs. 

If you are interested in attending, visit: westernjurisdictionumc.
org/gc2016.

Alternative Christmas 2015
by Linda Diane Anderson
We all have too much stuff. Stuff is crammed into drawers, closets, 
and the trunks of our cars. Stuff clutters our desks, counters, and 
dining room tables. We take our stuff with us to cram and clutter 
in new dwelling places.  We rid ourselves of stuff in yard sales or 
thrift shop donations. We acquire more stuff.

Missions Council can help to stop the Cycle of Stuff.  Come to the 
Alternative Christmas Fair on December 6, 13, and 20, in Simkins 
Hall immediately following the worship service to make a gift in 
the name of a friend or loved one to one or more of these local 
and global mission projects:

1. Actions of the Heart:  Empowers women to work in orphanages
and to know the love of God through music and the Bible. 
2. InnerChange:  Helps the poor to transform their communities.
3. Children Youth and Family Collaborative:  Tutors, mentors, 
and guides foster youth.
4. Family Place and Family Shelter: Shelters and serves 
homeless families. 
5. 2016 Haiti Work Team: Rebuilds Haiti. 
6. Heifer Project:  Supports self-reliance for families in 
developing countries. 
7. Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis 
pregnancies. 
8.  OPCC:  Aids victims of homelessness, domestic violence, 
mental illness and at-risk youth.
9. Epiphany Ministry:  Brings Christ to incarcerated youth.
10. Imagine No Malaria: Provides bed nets to prevent malaria.  

Sundays, December 6, 13, 20: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall in The 
Shelby Center

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time: 
December 13, 20, 27.  Please contact the church 
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

New Members

Welcome to New Members who were received on Sunday 
November 8: June Simpson, Caitlin Thornton, Tina Kenefick.
Not pictured: Carrie Eldridge, Sandy Hall.



Preschool Corner

DECEMBER PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
December 11- Preschool Christmas Program - 3:30 p.m. Sanctuary
December 21- January 1: Winter break / school closed

Halloween Parade and Fall Festival

UMYF Celebrates Dan Stirling
Recently the United Methodist Youth Fellowship celebrated Adult leader and First UMC 
member Dan Stirling, who has served as a youth counselor here at First UMC for 20 years. 
Dan’s parents Pat and Sandy moved to Santa Monica when Dan was very young, and Dan 
attended the First UMC Preschool. We thank Dan for his years of dedication and leadership 
for the youth.

Life as a Youth Counselor
by Dan Stirling

A little over 20 years ago my good friend Mark Burnett was the youth director at First UMC, and he occasionally asked me to help take 
the kids to the beach or to Magic Mountain during the summer.  In 1995 he invited me to become a Senior High youth counselor, joining 
Ben and Karen Ing.  I was noncommittal but enjoyed coming on occasion.  After a few weeks Mark asked me to make a more sincere 
commitment, noting that it was important for the youth to know that I would be there consistently.

And so the adventure began. I never imagined that I would still be a counselor 20 years later, but at the end of each year I knew I was 
eager to begin the next, to reunite with the continuing youth and to meet new ones.

Over the past 20 years I have had a myriad of experiences, and developed countless relationships with youth 
and with their parents and other counselors.  I recall trips to miniature golf, broom hockey overnighters, snatch 
breakfasts, midnight hikes to Inspiration Point and photo sessions at the Camp Colby waterfall.  I remember 
sacred songs in our chapel and intense discussions about our Christianity and many other topics.  I remember 
fundraising drives, and eight weeklong service project trips, and many candlelit devotionals that I wished 
would never end.  And I remember so many unique individuals, whom I impacted in some way and each of 
whom in turn had a tremendous impact on me. 

My primary goal has always been, as our YMC Mission Statement says, to help youth “gain tools to help them explore and grow in their 
faith.”  I want them to know God’s presence as I feel it, and to be able to intelligently choose their own path in this amazingly complex 
universe.  But most of all, I want them to know that there are people who care about them, personally, enough to share in their joys, their 
sorrows, and who want them to understand what is important in life.

To quote and to paraphrase my old scoutmaster: Time has an alchemy all its own.  It transmutes glum defeats into joyous victories with 
the passing of years.  My own twenty years have been nerve-wracking and scar-producing and sweaty.  They have been sprinkled with 
unruly kids and upset parents and emergencies, and programs that didn’t work and more and more to plan.  I think I’ll do twenty more.

Dan, far left, and the YSP Team on the 
2007 work service trip to New Orleans.

November at First UMC

Mark Twain Ringers

UMW Boutique

Church Charge Conference
140th Anniversary Celebration

Recreating a historical picture during Charge Conference

UMYF Cakes for a Cause

Thank you to photographers 
Allan Walker, Emily Payne & Adam Guerrero.
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December Calendar
Sunday, December 6 - Holy Communion 
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, Simkins Hall (SH)
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
7:30 p.m. First UMC Christmas Concert, Sanctuary (S)
Reception to follow, SH
Friday, December 11
3:30 p.m. Preschool Christmas Program, S
6:30 p.m. Family Connection Christmas Party, Off-site (OS)
Sunday, December 13
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
6:15 p.m. UMYF Christmas Party, OS
Sunday, December 20 - Children’s Church
10 a.m. Worship - Lessons & Carols, S 
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Alternative Christmas, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
2:30 p.m. Labyrinth Walk, SH
5 p.m. simple church, SH
Thursday, December 24
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service, S
11 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, S 
Sunday December 27 
10 a.m. Worship - Family Sunday (Children remain in worship, no 
Sunday School), S
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel

CHURCH CAMPUS CLOSED: December 25-26, 28-31, January 1

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays:  
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
6 p.m. Sacred Yoga (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, December 8
6 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting, Off-site
7 p.m. Church Council Meeting, OS

Advent Devotional
The Spiritual Formation Council invites you to pick up your Advent 
Devotional after church Sunday, November 29, at the Sunday 
Hospitality Table or in the church office.  The devotional is written 
by First UMC members and provides a wonderful opportunity 
to share Advent with family and friends. This year’s theme is 
“God is With Us.” Sign up to receive the daily email devotionals: 
santamonicaumc.org/adventdevotionals2015.

Christmas Concert
First UMC’s Music Ministry Director James E. 
Smith conducts A Christmas Celebration, 
featuring Maurten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna 
for Choir and Chamber Orchestra, and the 
annual An Evening of Carols, Etc. with 
audience participation. Ty Woodward, 
organist, will be joined by the Mark Twain 
Ringers directed by Ron Theile, and spoken 
words will be read by First UMC member and church staff David 
Penson.  Suggested donation at the door is $10, seniors and 
children under 12, $5.  Child care will be available.  Don’t miss 
this yearly event which, for many, sets the mood for the coming 
Christmas season.  
*For those who can’t attend Sunday night, you may observe the 
Concert rehearsal Saturday morning at 9 a.m. at no charge. Carols 
and readings rehearsal begins at 11 a.m. Out of courtesy to the 
musicians please no cell phones; families with babies/small children 
may listen from the Narthex.

Sunday December 6: 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Reception to follow 
in Simkins Hall.

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 29.  First UMC 
is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with household 
items for the families and their apartments.  Stop by the Angel 
Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in Simkins 
Hall to choose a gift.  Then return wrapped gifts back to the Angel 
Tree table or the church office by Sunday December 20.

Fulfill Your Financial Pledge
The end of the year is coming. Some of you have said you will 
be out of town in the last days of the year. Others of you have 
said you won’t know about your total giving ability until you know 
various personal financial results. Church members face these 
year-end issues every year, and our church is happy to work with 
you to achieve your giving goals. Here are options and timelines 
available to you.  You may always contact Business Administrator 
Christina Eddy (c.eddy@santamonicaumc.org) to arrange your 
giving at this busy time of year.  Our church office is closed 
December 25-January 1, but special arrangements can be made.

• Give at one of these remaining worship services December 6, 
13, 20, 27.
• Mail your check postmarked by December 31, 2015.
• Contribute online at santamonicaumc.org/give.
• Use your bank’s bill pay system.
• If giving stock or funds managed by a broker, ask for a transfer 
to be completed by December 31, 2015.
• Bring your gift to the church office.
• Lastly, if you are paying in January or later for the 2015 year, 
be sure to mark your check “prior year fulfillment.”

Thank you for making a difference in countless lives in our 
community and around the world.

         Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• First UMC member Jesse Joseph Poliquin, who died November 
20. A memorial service will be held February 20.

Births
• Andrew Russell Rivera, who was born November 10 to parents 
Brittany Scott and Raymon Rivera. Grandson of Amey Storm, 
great grandson of Jim & Betty Storm.
• Ezra Joseph Schlitter, who was born November 12 to parents 
Ben and Erin Schlitter, and sister Esther.

Congratulations 
• to Mikey Strauss, who placed 2nd in the 2016 National PTA 
Reflections (Art in Education). He submitted an origami swan 
comprised of approximately 100 pieces.

With Gratitude
• To Flu Clinic volunteers Jan Ellis, Barbara Hackett, Joy 
Peterman, and Leslie Talt, and to Health Ministry Co-Chairs 
Debi Jenkinson-Wong and Dorothy Williams for a successful 
October 22 Clinic.

To the 2014 Youth Service Project families:
“Each year at this time of Thanksgiving I look back on the past 
year and all the people, places and things I am grateful for… 
This year you remain on that list.

Mom and I have made it through another year in this old house, 
but we have stayed safe and dry.  We outlasted the ice storm 
of the century in the Upper Cumberland area of Tennessee last 
February.  Some of our neighbors were without power for two 
weeks or more, but fortunately we only lost power for one day. 
Without the repairs you all did on our roof, it would have fallen 
in with the weight of the ice and snow.  Your help made a 
difference in our lives and brings fond memories when we 
watch the video and remember times shared and your toils and 
kindness.  May you all have a blessed Thanksgiving filled with 
family, friends and the grace of a very loving Father.  And may 
the next year find all of you safe, happy and warm.”

Nancy and Jennie Patton
The Little Red House in Jamestown, Tennessee

LOOKING FORWARD

JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS
Wednesday January 13: Mid-Week Recital
The first of the Music Program’s Mid-Week recitals begin with 
Beth Mitchell on tuba. This free concert is in the First UMC 
Sanctuary from 12:10 to 12:40 p.m.
simple church: Will meet twice a month (1st and 3rd Sunday) 
beginning in January. 

Poinsettias
Beautiful poinsettias will once again grace our 
sanctuary for the Lessons & Carols Sunday service 
and Christmas Eve Services. Order at the Sunday 

Hospitality Table or in the church office.  Each plant is $12, and may 
be picked up after Christmas Eve services.

United Methodist General Conference 
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body will meet at 
the Oregon Convention Center, the largest convention center in 
the Pacific Northwest, on May 10-20, 2016. General Conference 
is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church 
which meets once every four years. The conference can revise 
church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current moral, social, 
public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and 
budgets for church-wide programs. 

If you are interested in attending, visit: westernjurisdictionumc.
org/gc2016.

Alternative Christmas 2015
by Linda Diane Anderson
We all have too much stuff. Stuff is crammed into drawers, closets, 
and the trunks of our cars. Stuff clutters our desks, counters, and 
dining room tables. We take our stuff with us to cram and clutter 
in new dwelling places.  We rid ourselves of stuff in yard sales or 
thrift shop donations. We acquire more stuff.

Missions Council can help to stop the Cycle of Stuff.  Come to the 
Alternative Christmas Fair on December 6, 13, and 20, in Simkins 
Hall immediately following the worship service to make a gift in 
the name of a friend or loved one to one or more of these local 
and global mission projects:

1. Actions of the Heart:  Empowers women to work in orphanages
and to know the love of God through music and the Bible. 
2. InnerChange:  Helps the poor to transform their communities.
3. Children Youth and Family Collaborative:  Tutors, mentors, 
and guides foster youth.
4. Family Place and Family Shelter: Shelters and serves 
homeless families. 
5. 2016 Haiti Work Team: Rebuilds Haiti. 
6. Heifer Project:  Supports self-reliance for families in 
developing countries. 
7. Harvest Home: Houses and nurtures women in crisis 
pregnancies. 
8.  OPCC:  Aids victims of homelessness, domestic violence, 
mental illness and at-risk youth.
9. Epiphany Ministry:  Brings Christ to incarcerated youth.
10. Imagine No Malaria: Provides bed nets to prevent malaria.  

Sundays, December 6, 13, 20: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall in The 
Shelby Center

Flower Orders: Available dates at press time: 
December 13, 20, 27.  Please contact the church 
office to order flowers for one of these dates.

New Members

Welcome to New Members who were received on Sunday 
November 8: June Simpson, Caitlin Thornton, Tina Kenefick.
Not pictured: Carrie Eldridge, Sandy Hall.



Advent

As the season of Advent begins, we light the candles of the Advent wreath, signifying the coming of Christ 
Jesus, the Light of the World.  This is one way God is with us—as the light no darkness can overcome.  
Indeed the Psalmist sang:  “For thou wilt light my candle; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.” 

This is a time of deep darkness in our world, a world torn by violence, grief, and fear. God is with us.  
God’s light is given, that we might become people of the light, people who travel together in the light 
toward the light who is God.  How we need God’s light to come to us and transform us from within, that 
we might be light-bearers who witness to hope and peace.

Amidst all the busy-ness of the season, I encourage you to nurture your soul.  Ponder the Advent devotionals.  I invite you into some 
moments of prayer, silence, worship, fellowship, and giving—the spiritual practices that form us from the inside out into those who 
live with the deep assurance that God is indeed with us.

May the light of Christ shine in you.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
of SANTA MONICA
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Senior Minister

HORIZONS

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

December 6 - Second Sunday in Advent 
Holy Communion

Homily by Rev. Robert English

December 13 - Third Sunday in Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

December 20 - Lessons & Carols

December 27 - Family Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

Mark Your Calendar!
Keep your calendar of events in order by checking out 
the church’s Events Page.  There you’ll find information 
on Advent and Sunday church events, group activities, 
forms to help plan your upcoming event, as well as the 
church Google calendar.

www.santamonicaumc.org/events

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE
God is With Us

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 - 11 p.m.  Choir, Organ, Harp & Candlelight

Christmas Eve Family Service
A “No Muss, No Fuss” Christmas Pageant for all ages. Costumes will be 
available at the door for all children to participate.

December 24 - 4 p.m.  Children & Youth Choirs, Handbells

Lessons & Carols
December 20 - 10 a.m.  The annual worship service of music and word.

Christmas 2015
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