
What Does Love Look Like?

What Does Love Look Like?  Love looks like the faces of First UMC across the 140 years of our life in Santa Monica.  
The Rev. Joseph Crum, our first pastor, led the congregation to start a church way out west in Santa Monica and 
persevere through an economic recession, the move to a new site, a drought (some things don’t change!), smallpox, 
unemployment, and a downturn in shipping and railroad traffic.

It hasn’t always been easy or self-evident that the church here would thrive.  Yet, thrive 
we have, across 140 years of mission and ministry.

What does love look like?  140 years of faithfully following Christ Jesus—putting 
down deep roots, abiding through seasons of ease and of challenge, and spreading 

out new branches to embrace the present moment and stretch forward to God’s future.

Each of you reading this is a key player in this abiding story.  Our 2016 Financial Pledge Campaign encourages 
YOU to give gratefully and generously to live the story forward. This year your Finance Committee and Staff-Parish Relations Committee are 
asking you to do two things.  First is to search your heart and make a pledge that reflects the value of what love looks like through the ministries 
and mission of this congregation.  And secondly, to go beyond that and make a stretch gift for 2016 that will not only continue all that’s here 
now but move us towards our pre-2008 staffing levels.  To grow into the future God is making possible for us, we need a full-time Director or 
Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries.  We need a Health Ministry Parish Nurse.  And we need more administrative support in our 
church office. 

What Does Love Look Like?  Look around.  Look within.  Give thanks to God—and do your part to show love to all who are here and all yet to come.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
of SANTA MONICA

SENT INEL
vol. cxl, no. 9   November 2015

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica welcomes you to this community of faith. You’ll find singles, seniors, 
families with young children, youth, newlyweds, young adults….and a full range of programs and opportunities for worship, 
study, service and fellowship.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

Senior Minister

HORIZONS

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

November 1 - All Saints Day • Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 8 - Church Charge Conference
140th Anniversary of First UMC

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 15 - Consecration Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 22 - Christ the King Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

November 29 - First Sunday in Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

As the season of giving thanks draws near, why not pay 
it forward by giving your time? Check out the volunteer 
page to discover what is available to you through First 
UMC of Santa Monica.  

www.santamonicaumc.org/volunteer

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE Church Charge Conference / 140th Anniversary of First UMC

2 01 6  A n n u a l  G i v i n g

Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference and celebration of our 140th Anniversary!  
We will engage in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s accomplishments as we look back 
at our historical legacy.  The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions 
of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council 
members for the coming year.  West District Superintendent Kathey 

Wilborn will preside.  Lunch will be served, and child care will be provided.

Sunday, November 8: 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center



October at First UMC
November Calendar
Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Sunday • Holy Communion 
Friday, November 6
5 - 8 p.m. UMW Christmas Boutique Preview, Simkins Hall & 
Fireside Room (FR)
Saturday, November 7
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. UMW Christmas Boutique, SH/FR
4 p.m. Upward Bound House Fundraiser, Off Site (OS)
Sunday, November 8 - Reception of New Members
11 a.m. Church Charge Conference and 140th Celebration, SH
11 a.m. Cakes for a Cause, SH
12 - 4 p.m. Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk, OS
Monday, November 9 
8 a.m. Preschool Book Fair Begins, Library (through Nov. 15)
Wednesday, November 11 - Veteran’s Day
Friday, November 13
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, OS
Sunday, November 15 - Consecration Sunday • Children’s Church
Sentinel Submissions Due 
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, FR
11 a.m. Preschool Fall Festival/Book Fair, Courtyard/SH
5 p.m. simple church, SH
Saturday, November 21
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, November 22 - Thanksgiving Sunday
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
Wednesday, November 25
11 a.m. simple church Community Thanksgiving Dinner, SH
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday in Advent • Advent 
Devotional booklets available  • Faith in Action Sunday
11 a.m. Rev. Farris Bookstudy/Potluck, FR
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
Monday, November 30
6 p.m. Abigail Circle, FR

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays:  
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
6 p.m. Sacred Yoga (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
Wednesdays: 
9:30 a.m. United Methodist Women Workparty, Workroom
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Sunday, November 8
9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Pre-Charge Conference 
Meeting, Conference Room A
Wednesday, November 11
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, Conference Room A

United Methodist Women 
Holiday Boutique 
The United Methodist Women have been busy with candy-making, 
crafting, and pricing their wares. Don’t miss handmade goods, 
casseroles, fudge and baked goods.  November 6 (Preview Day: 
5-8 p.m. $5 entrance, includes soup & bread) and Saturday 
November 7 (free) from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. All proceeds benefit 
missions supported by UMW.  

November 6: 5 - 8 p.m., November 7: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center

Cakes for a Cause
While you’re attending the Church Charge Conference/ 140th 
Anniversary Celebration, be sure to support our youth as they 
sell Cakes for a Cause.  This annual event was started by the 
youth five years ago to raise money for a mission project serving 
the poor in different parts of the world.  The youth bake and 
decorate delicious cakes and cupcakes available for purchase, 
with all of the funds raised going to support a cause.  

This year the cause chosen by the youth is Partners in Health, a 
global non-profit that provides healthcare and medical assistance 
to the poorest areas in the world, including Haiti. Visit the Partners 
in Health website: www.pih.org/pages/our-principles.  The 
book Mountains Beyond Mountains, was written about one of the 
organization’s co-founders, Paul Farmer.

Sunday November 8: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall Alcove

Upward Bound House Fundraiser
Upward Bound House presents “A Night Under the Stars,” a 
fundraising event benefiting homeless families and children in 
Santa Monica, Culver City and Compton. This special night will 
begin with a red-carpet boarding at 3:45 p.m., with deportation 
at 4 p.m. for a three-hour cruise. The 115-feet foot regal 
RegentSea is berthed in Marina Del Rey.  Enjoy the first hour as 
the sun sets followed by two hours of a starlight cruise around 
the Harbor while enjoying a fine dinner crafted by the former 
Executive Chef of the Ritz Carlton. For more information, and to 
register, go to: www. niteunderthestars.com.

Saturday November 7: 4 - 7 p.m., Marina Del Rey

Remembering the Saints
November 1 is All Saints’ Sunday, when thanks is given 
for the saints of the church during worship service.  
Names of dear members of First UMC who died 
during the past year will be read, followed by a time 
of prayerful silence to also remember family members 
and friends who have died.  We honor them all and 
give glory to God for their lives.

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk
First UMC member Russ Whittenburg will be participating 
in the 25th Annual Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk. He is 
welcoming anyone to join him or sponsor his efforts to raise funds 
for this important cause.  Go to the Westside Food Bank: www.
westsidefoodbankca.org, click Hunger Walk - Registration - then 
Make a Donation and search for Russ.

Sunday November 8: 12 p.m. at Ocean View Park, 
2701 Barnard Way in Santa Monica

Jim Smith Day

To all of you, thanks:

For the music in our morning service!
For the wrapped cookies
For the cake!
For the harpist
For 50 years of hellos and happy memories 
shared with family and friends
For other surprises too numerous to mention, 
but too awesome to forget!
To quote Ira Gershwin:  “Who could ask for 
anything more?”
A thousand Thank Yous!

As always,

Jim and Barbara Smith

Blessing of the Animals

https://westsidefoodbank.myetap.org/fundraiser/HW2015/team.do?participationRef=536.0.273110063


         Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• Former First UMC member and cousin of Gale Williams, Dale 
Springer died September 26. 

Congratulations 
• to First UMC member and office staff member David Penson 
and wife Jennifer on their wedding held September 26. 
• to First UMC member Christian Dodd for becoming an 
Eagle Scout at the Court of Honor held here are the First UMC 
Sanctuary on October 10.
• to Jeff Atherton and Caitlin Thornton on their wedding held 
October 17, officiated by Rev. Robert English.  Caitlin is First UMC 
member Julia Snyder’s sister.

First UMC Member notes:
• Melanie Gullet’s nonprofit organization Bryan’s Smile is offering 
a “Reality Tour,” a drug prevention and awareness event for teens 
and parents on Thursday November 12, from 5:45-8:15 p.m. 
For more information, go to: www.bryanssmile.com.

• Long-time members Sissy and Dennis Gibbs spend half of each 
year living in Vienna, Austria, and attend the English Speaking 
United Methodist Church in Vienna (ESUMC). They married there 
36 years ago and are Associate Members of the church. With 
their sister congregation in the area, ESUMC have opened their 
doors to many Syrian refugees that have been displaced in the 
recent crisis. Church volunteers help to welcome, clean, prepare 
food, and extend emergency shelter for these refugees. 

Contributions may be made to the ESUMC through giving to 
First UMC: specify that the gift is for English Speaking UMC of 
Vienna (ESUMC) Advance #12001A. 

To read more about this on-going effort, go to: www.esumc.at/
missionprojects/broad-scale-help.

simple church
pray. love. serve.

If you have a pastoral care emergency outside of normal business 
hours, contact our hotline at 310-393-8258 and enter extension 1.  
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your 

call as soon as possible.

Sacred Yoga
On the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of every month, First UMC 
and simple church host 
Sacred Yoga in Simkins 
Hall. Led by yoga teacher 
Temitope, this one hour class 

is a time for yoga, contemplation and worship, no matter what 
your yoga skill level is.  Bring a yoga mat. Donations accepted. 
For more information, call the church office, or go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/sacredyoga.

Tuesdays, November 10 & 24: 6 p.m., Simkins Hall

LOOKING FORWARD

DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
6 – First UMC Music Concert
6, 13, 20 – Alternative Christmas
6, 13, 20 – Angel Tree Project
20  – Lessons and Carols
24  – Christmas Eve Services (4 p.m. Family Service & 
11 p.m. Candlelight Service)
27  – Family Sunday: children remain in worship.

sacred
YOGA

Someone asked me the other day, ‘why simple church?’

It’s a good question.  We don’t mean that following in the way of Jesus is easy…or that it 
requires you to be simple minded.  On the contrary, following Jesus is anything but easy.  And 

yet, there is this strong undercurrent in Jesus’ message about abundant life that encourages, actually demands, we live more simply, more 
humbly, in order to contribute more fully to God’s life-giving work in the world.

Being intentionally simple in your approach to life, to faith, seems increasingly counter cultural these days.  There are a lot of demands, 
some internal and others external, which keep telling us life needs to be more and more complicated in order to be worth living.  I talk 
with parents of preschoolers through high schoolers who lament the fact that, in order to get into the right college, their kids are going to 
have to be overextended between school, sports, music and all the other extra-curricular activities needed to cultivate a well-rounded, 
thoughtful and productive human being.  I chat with folks who are exhausted by the strains of work, family obligations, charitable 
commitments, and the latest greatest self-help or holistic health craze.  It is as if the world keeps coming up with its list of demands from 
us or on us that are supposed to enrich our lives, but somehow leave us feeling depleted and exhausted.

So, perhaps, we can be more by doing less, or at least doing things more simply. Perhaps it is possible to have a calm, centered and 
compassionate life.

As the church, maybe we can open more doors by creating space for people to gather around simple life-giving practices like prayer, 
community and service.  Maybe we can enact more change in the world if we intentionally go about our days living three simple rules 
like doing no harm, doing good, and staying in love with God.

As the community of simple church, we are trying to be true to our name. We are trying to keep it simple in order to be more by doing 
less.  We are striving to cultivate calm, centered and compassionate lives.

Our monthly worship gathering is simple, intimate, quiet, reflective and authentic.  The music is mostly old hymns or Taize meditative songs 
because they are easy for us to sing and encourage everyone’s participation in creating something beautiful together.  We spend time 
in silence because in silence we learn to listen for God amidst the cacophony of distracting voices that are trying to lay their claim on us.  
And we gather around a simple meal because this is what Jesus gave us, a meal, a relationship, a way to life in love.  

— Rev. Robert English

simple church: Sunday, November 15 p.m, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 

simple church Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
simple church will host a Thanksgiving dinner for 110 people from Family Shelter in Culver City.  Family Shelter provides short-term 
housing for families in crisis.  All are invited to participate: sign up to make turkeys, or bring a side dish or dessert, pot-luck style, at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table.  For more information, contact Rev. Robert English: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.  

Wednesday, November 25, 5:30 p.m., Simkins Hall.

First UMC 
Labyrinth 
The First UMC Labyrinth is a 
permanent, indoor Labyrinth laid 
in the Simkins Hall floor, and is a 
replica of the Chartres Labyrinth laid in the cathedral around 1220 
CE.  Walking the Labyrinth is a form of meditation to recoup your 
spiritual strength and draw you closer to God.  The Labyrinth is 
open to the community and available for individuals, groups and 
retreats. Call the church office (310) 393-8258 to schedule a walk. 

November: Open by appointment only
Sunday December 20: 2:30 - 4 p.m., Simkins Hall

Book-of-the-Month Study 
& Potluck 
Dare We Speak of Hope?: Searching for a 
Language of Life in Faith and Politics 
by Allan Aubrey Boesak 

In the aftermath of the shooting deaths in 
Oregon, in Northern Arizona...some voices say there’s nothing we 
can do.  How do we restore hope?  As the Advent season begins 
and we ponder anew all that Christ’s birth means for our lives and 
for this world, let’s hear from theologian and South African witness 
for justice, Allan Boesak.  His words will inspire and empower you 
to stay focused, centered, and passionate about the world that 
CAN be. Read, ponder, pray—and come for what will be a lively 
discussion!  The book is available Sundays at the Hospitality Table, 
in the church office, on Amazon and in Kindle formats.

Sunday November 29: 11 a.m., Fireside Room

Faith in Action Sunday 
For the November Faith in Action, the theme is: Serving in Our 
Church Family. Sunday school and Faith in Action will be in charge 
of Coffee Hour after worship this day.  Families of Sunday school 
kids are invited to bring snacks for coffee hour.  During Sunday 
school, children will explore the Christian practices of service 
and hospitality.  The children will prepare the food and drinks 
for coffee hour, create aprons and name tags and then serve as 
welcome ambassadors during coffee hour after worship.

Sunday November 29: 10 a.m. during worship, and 11 a.m. 
Coffee Hour, in Simkins Hall

Boy Scouts Wreaths
It’s time to order your holiday wreaths and greenery from Boy 
Scout Troop 67.  Orders will be taken:

Sunday November 22 & 29, 11 a.m., Alcove

Preschool Corner

NOVEMBER PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
November 9-15: Book Fair
November 11: Parent/teacher conferences - no classes
November 15: Fall Festival and Preschool Book Fair, 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Courtyard
November 12: Parent monthly coffee (8:15-9:15 a.m.)
November 25: 12:30 p.m. Early dismissal 
November 26, 27: School closed for Thanksgiving

Ice Cream Social!

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 29.  First UMC 
is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with household 
items for the families and their apartments.  Stop by the Angel 
Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in Simkins 
Hall to choose a gift.  Then return wrapped gift back to the church 
office by Sunday December 14.

www.esumc.at/missionprojects/broad-scale-help


Bearing Witness
Stories of believing and belonging at First UMC Santa Monica

Connie Casillas 
as told by Shalimar Carducci

      
As the 93 years young Mrs. Casillas lets me into her lovely 
Santa Monica home, I notice all the photographs on the 
walls – old glamour type shots that make one look like 
a 1940s Hollywood movie star, school portraits from 
all ages, baseball card pictures, family celebrations, 
vacations – and I think to myself:  “Wow, this woman has 
had a lot of love in her life.”  We spend the next couple 
hours talking about that love and her ties to First UMC. 

Connie was born in Marfa, Texas, and was “born a 
Methodist.”  Her parents were immigrants from Mexico 
and her father died when she was very young.  At the 
age of 2, she and her mother Susana made the move to 
Santa Monica to be with her stepfather Joe, a botanist 
who always made sure they were taken care of.  Her 
grandmother, a very devout Christian who visited them 
often, would always ask if they found a Methodist church 
yet.  “No, not yet, Grandma, but we will.  We will.”  Finally, 
by inquiring of neighbors and the community, they found 
“our little Mexican church” on 19th St. and Michigan.  
When Connie was 12 years old, her grandmother gave 
her her first copy of Upper Room (a daily devotional 

magazine) in Spanish, in the hopes both to guide her faith 
and love for God and to teach her how to speak and 
read her family’s native language.

As Connie tells me about their “little church,” her beautiful 
smile widens.  “Back then, there were mostly Catholic 
Mexicans, so there was just a handful of us Methodists and 
that was OK.”  And this handful was very devoted and 
proud of their little church.  She recalls the woman who 
used to play the piano and the dinners the congregation 
shared. 

“Dr. [Rev.] Carlson would visit us often,  and he also 
preached once in a while,  but we had quite a few older 
people that didn’t speak English too well so they didn’t 
like that.  Then the freeway came and took our little 
church.  Dr. Carlson invited us to the big church and we 
went.”  However, before the freeway came, they would 
visit the “big church” on 4th and Arizona and attend 
events, concerts, or special dinners, making the transition 
smooth and comfortable.

“I had a great picture of my mother in front of the little 

church.  But my daughter took my cabinet and moved 
all my books without telling me.  Never do that to your 
mother.”  I definitely won’t, but we eventually found the 
photo (see below). 

Most of the congregation from the “little Mexican church” 
started going regularly to the “big church,” but eventually 
they started moving away little by little.  Connie and 
her husband Carmen and their six children were regular 
attendees of First UMC.  As were his mother Virginia and 
sister Amparo or “Ampie” who sang in the choir.  Connie 
and Carmen were often greeters while their sons were 
acolytes and ushers.  “Bobby was an usher for 26 years!”   

“Mark, my youngest son, played the violin and the piano.  
He was so talented and got scholarships for music.  Dr. 
[Jim] Smith would hire him sometimes.”  In addition to 
Connie’s three daughters being married here, there were 
baptisms of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Then, in August of 2012, Connie lost her son Mark and her 
husband just weeks apart from each other.  “I cried so 
much when he (Mark) died.  Then my husband.  Carmen 
was a beautiful person.  His daughters idolized him.  I 
adored him and he adored me.  Nancy [from the church 
office] was right there with us when Carmen died.”  

Connie and I talk for a while; there aren’t any particular 
stories she shares, although she does recall the church 
always having a beautiful choir.  There’s pride in her tone 
when she tells me the church is quite active, “We do a lot, 
we always have.”  She tells me about her in-laws’ tortilla 
factory, Casillas Tortillas - the first in Santa Monica - and 

their market.  How she was in her glory when raising her 
children.  When her oldest, Susanne, and son-in-law Ed 
rented a big Cadillac and drove Connie and Carmen 
to Texas to visit their hometowns, both of whom had not 
revisited since they left as young children.  Mostly we 
spoke of the incredible love she and her husband shared 
for 72 years. 

“Wherever I was, he was, and vice versa.  If I were sitting 
in the living room, he would make his way to sit next to 
me.  If I were vacuuming, he would move the furniture and 
take over.  And he was such a good cook!”  When the war 
broke out, Carmen spent two years in Italy and came back 
an even better cook.  In their heyday, they enjoyed going 
to the Hollywood Palladium every Saturday to dance.  
“He always pampered me, and that’s how he liked it, he 
would say.”  They renewed their vows for their 25th and 
50th anniversaries, the latter taking place in the First UMC 
sanctuary and officiated by Rev. Chuck Wiggins. 

She walks me through her gallery of photos in her hall 
and other rooms.  There is so much to take in and so many 
questions to ask, but I have to get back to the office.  We 
say our farewells and I walk out feeling like I just made a 
dear friend. 

Connie Casillas definitely lives a life believing and 
belonging at First UMC of Santa Monica, and I am grateful 
to her for allowing me to see what her love looks like.   

Connie’s mother Susana in 
front of the “little Mexican 
church.”

Connie and Carmen through the years.

Carmen’s mother Virginia 
(seated) and sister “Ampie”

Renewing wedding vows at First UMC
for their 50th Anniversary

Son Mark

Daughter Susanna and new 
husband Ed in the Sanctuary
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and other rooms.  There is so much to take in and so many 
questions to ask, but I have to get back to the office.  We 
say our farewells and I walk out feeling like I just made a 
dear friend. 

Connie Casillas definitely lives a life believing and 
belonging at First UMC of Santa Monica, and I am grateful 
to her for allowing me to see what her love looks like.   

Connie’s mother Susana in 
front of the “little Mexican 
church.”

Connie and Carmen through the years.

Carmen’s mother Virginia 
(seated) and sister “Ampie”

Renewing wedding vows at First UMC
for their 50th Anniversary

Son Mark

Daughter Susanna and new 
husband Ed in the Sanctuary



         Community
Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 

• Former First UMC member and cousin of Gale Williams, Dale 
Springer died September 26. 

Congratulations 
• to First UMC member and office staff member David Penson 
and wife Jennifer on their wedding held September 26. 
• to First UMC member Christian Dodd for becoming an 
Eagle Scout at the Court of Honor held here are the First UMC 
Sanctuary on October 10.
• to Jeff Atherton and Caitlin Thornton on their wedding held 
October 17, officiated by Rev. Robert English.  Caitlin is First UMC 
member Julia Snyder’s sister.

First UMC Member notes:
• Melanie Gullet’s nonprofit organization Bryan’s Smile is offering 
a “Reality Tour,” a drug prevention and awareness event for teens 
and parents on Thursday November 12, from 5:45-8:15 p.m. 
For more information, go to: www.bryanssmile.com.

• Long-time members Sissy and Dennis Gibbs spend half of each 
year living in Vienna, Austria, and attend the English Speaking 
United Methodist Church in Vienna (ESUMC). They married there 
36 years ago and are Associate Members of the church. With 
their sister congregation in the area, ESUMC have opened their 
doors to many Syrian refugees that have been displaced in the 
recent crisis. Church volunteers help to welcome, clean, prepare 
food, and extend emergency shelter for these refugees. 

Contributions may be made to the ESUMC through giving to 
First UMC: specify that the gift is for English Speaking UMC of 
Vienna (ESUMC) Advance #12001A. 

To read more about this on-going effort, go to: www.esumc.at/
missionprojects/broad-scale-help.

simple church
pray. love. serve.

If you have a pastoral care emergency outside of normal business 
hours, contact our hotline at 310-393-8258 and enter extension 1.  
Leave your name and phone number and a pastor will return your 

call as soon as possible.

Sacred Yoga
On the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of every month, First UMC 
and simple church host 
Sacred Yoga in Simkins 
Hall. Led by yoga teacher 
Temitope, this one hour class 

is a time for yoga, contemplation and worship, no matter what 
your yoga skill level is.  Bring a yoga mat. Donations accepted. 
For more information, call the church office, or go to: www.
santamonicaumc.org/sacredyoga.

Tuesdays, November 10 & 24: 6 p.m., Simkins Hall

LOOKING FORWARD

DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
6 – First UMC Music Concert
6, 13, 20 – Alternative Christmas
6, 13, 20 – Angel Tree Project
20  – Lessons and Carols
24  – Christmas Eve Services (4 p.m. Family Service & 
11 p.m. Candlelight Service)
27  – Family Sunday: children remain in worship.

sacred
YOGA

Someone asked me the other day, ‘why simple church?’

It’s a good question.  We don’t mean that following in the way of Jesus is easy…or that it 
requires you to be simple minded.  On the contrary, following Jesus is anything but easy.  And 

yet, there is this strong undercurrent in Jesus’ message about abundant life that encourages, actually demands, we live more simply, more 
humbly, in order to contribute more fully to God’s life-giving work in the world.

Being intentionally simple in your approach to life, to faith, seems increasingly counter cultural these days.  There are a lot of demands, 
some internal and others external, which keep telling us life needs to be more and more complicated in order to be worth living.  I talk 
with parents of preschoolers through high schoolers who lament the fact that, in order to get into the right college, their kids are going to 
have to be overextended between school, sports, music and all the other extra-curricular activities needed to cultivate a well-rounded, 
thoughtful and productive human being.  I chat with folks who are exhausted by the strains of work, family obligations, charitable 
commitments, and the latest greatest self-help or holistic health craze.  It is as if the world keeps coming up with its list of demands from 
us or on us that are supposed to enrich our lives, but somehow leave us feeling depleted and exhausted.

So, perhaps, we can be more by doing less, or at least doing things more simply. Perhaps it is possible to have a calm, centered and 
compassionate life.

As the church, maybe we can open more doors by creating space for people to gather around simple life-giving practices like prayer, 
community and service.  Maybe we can enact more change in the world if we intentionally go about our days living three simple rules 
like doing no harm, doing good, and staying in love with God.

As the community of simple church, we are trying to be true to our name. We are trying to keep it simple in order to be more by doing 
less.  We are striving to cultivate calm, centered and compassionate lives.

Our monthly worship gathering is simple, intimate, quiet, reflective and authentic.  The music is mostly old hymns or Taize meditative songs 
because they are easy for us to sing and encourage everyone’s participation in creating something beautiful together.  We spend time 
in silence because in silence we learn to listen for God amidst the cacophony of distracting voices that are trying to lay their claim on us.  
And we gather around a simple meal because this is what Jesus gave us, a meal, a relationship, a way to life in love.  

— Rev. Robert English

simple church: Sunday, November 15 p.m, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 

simple church Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
simple church will host a Thanksgiving dinner for 110 people from Family Shelter in Culver City.  Family Shelter provides short-term 
housing for families in crisis.  All are invited to participate: sign up to make turkeys, or bring a side dish or dessert, pot-luck style, at 
the Sunday Hospitality Table.  For more information, contact Rev. Robert English: r.english@santamonicaumc.org.  

Wednesday, November 25, 5:30 p.m., Simkins Hall.

First UMC 
Labyrinth 
The First UMC Labyrinth is a 
permanent, indoor Labyrinth laid 
in the Simkins Hall floor, and is a 
replica of the Chartres Labyrinth laid in the cathedral around 1220 
CE.  Walking the Labyrinth is a form of meditation to recoup your 
spiritual strength and draw you closer to God.  The Labyrinth is 
open to the community and available for individuals, groups and 
retreats. Call the church office (310) 393-8258 to schedule a walk. 

November: Open by appointment only
Sunday December 20: 2:30 - 4 p.m.

Book-of-the-Month Study 
& Potluck 
Dare We Speak of Hope?: Searching for a 
Language of Life in Faith and Politics 
by Allan Aubrey Boesak 

In the aftermath of the shooting deaths in 
Oregon, in Northern Arizona...some voices say there’s nothing we 
can do.  How do we restore hope?  As the Advent season begins 
and we ponder anew all that Christ’s birth means for our lives and 
for this world, let’s hear from theologian and South African witness 
for justice, Allan Boesak.  His words will inspire and empower you 
to stay focused, centered, and passionate about the world that 
CAN be. Read, ponder, pray—and come for what will be a lively 
discussion!  The book is available Sundays at the Hospitality Table, 
in the church office, on Amazon and in Kindle formats.

Sunday November 29: 11 a.m., Fireside Room

Faith in Action Sunday 
For the November Faith in Action, the theme is: Serving in Our 
Church Family. Sunday school and Faith in Action will be in charge 
of Coffee Hour after worship this day.  Families of Sunday school 
kids are invited to bring snacks for coffee hour.  During Sunday 
school, children will explore the Christian practices of service 
and hospitality.  The children will prepare the food and drinks 
for coffee hour, create aprons and name tags and then serve as 
welcome ambassadors during coffee hour after worship.

Sunday November 29: 10 a.m. during worship, and 11 a.m. 
Coffee Hour, in Simkins Hall

Boy Scouts Wreaths
It’s time to order your holiday wreaths and greenery from Boy 
Scout Troop 67.  Orders will be taken:

Sunday November 22 & 29, 11 a.m., Alcove

Preschool Corner

NOVEMBER PRESCHOOL EVENTS:
November 9-15: Book Fair
November 11: Parent/teacher conferences - no classes
November 15: Fall Festival and Preschool Book Fair, 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Courtyard
November 12: Parent monthly coffee (8:15-9:15 a.m.)
November 25: 12:30 p.m. Early dismissal 
November 26, 27: School closed for Thanksgiving

Ice Cream Social!

Angel Tree Project
The Angel Tree Project begins Sunday November 30.  First UMC 
is supporting Family Place of Upward Bound House with household 
items for the families and their apartments.  Stop by the Angel 
Tree table during Coffee Fellowship on Sunday mornings in Simkins 
Hall to choose a gift.  Then return wrapped gift back to the church 
office by Sunday December 14.



October at First UMC
November Calendar
Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Sunday • Holy Communion 
Friday, November 6
5 - 8 p.m. UMW Christmas Boutique Preview, Simkins Hall & 
Fireside Room (FR)
Saturday, November 7
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. UMW Christmas Boutique, SH/FR
4 p.m. Upward Bound House Fundraiser, Off Site (OS)
Sunday, November 8 - Reception of New Members
11 a.m. Church Charge Conference and 140th Celebration, SH
11 a.m. Cakes for a Cause, SH
12 - 4 p.m. Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk, OS
Monday, November 9 
8 a.m. Preschool Book Fair Begins, Library (through Nov. 15)
Wednesday, November 11 - Veteran’s Day
Friday, November 13
7 p.m. Shareringer Monthly Dinner, OS
Sunday, November 15 - Consecration Sunday • Children’s Church
Sentinel Submissions Due 
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, FR
11 a.m. Preschool Fall Festival/Book Fair, Courtyard/SH
5 p.m. simple church, SH
Saturday, November 21
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, November 22 - Thanksgiving Sunday
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
Wednesday, November 25
11 a.m. simple church Community Thanksgiving Dinner, SH
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday in Advent • Advent 
Devotional booklets available  • Faith in Action Sunday
11 a.m. Rev. Farris Bookstudy/Potluck, FR
11 a.m. Angel Tree Project, SH
11 a.m. Boy Scout Wreath Sales, Alcove
Monday, November 30
6 p.m. Abigail Circle, FR

WEEKLY or BIMONTHLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays: Church Office Closed
9 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group (2nd & 4th Mondays)
Tuesdays:  
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
6 p.m. Sacred Yoga (2nd & 4th Tuesdays)
Wednesdays: 
9:30 a.m. United Methodist Women Workparty, Workroom
Thursdays:
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thursdays)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Sunday, November 8
9 a.m. Staff-Parish Relations Committee Pre-Charge Conference 
Meeting, Conference Room A
Wednesday, November 11
4 p.m. Trustees Meeting, Conference Room A

United Methodist Women 
Holiday Boutique 
The United Methodist Women have been busy with candy-making, 
crafting, and pricing their wares. Don’t miss handmade goods, 
casseroles, fudge and baked goods.  November 6 (Preview Day: 
5-8 p.m. $5 entrance, includes soup & bread) and Saturday 
November 7 (free) from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. All proceeds benefit 
missions supported by UMW.  

November 6: 5 - 8 p.m., November 7: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center

Cakes for a Cause
While you’re attending the Church Charge 
Conference/ 140th Anniversary Celebration, be 
sure to support our youth as they sell Cakes for 
a Cause.  This annual event was started by the 
youth five years ago to raise money for a mission project serving 
the poor in different parts of the world.  The youth bake and 
decorate delicious cakes and cupcakes available for purchase, 
with all of the funds raised going to support a cause.  

This year the cause chosen by the youth is Partners in Health, a 
global non-profit that provides healthcare and medical assistance 
to the poorest areas in the world, including Haiti. Visit the Partners 
in Health website: www.pih.org/pages/our-principles.  The book 
Mountains Beyond Mountains, was written about one of the 
organization’s co-founders, Paul Farmer.

Sunday November 8: 11 a.m. Simkins Hall Alcove

Upward Bound House Fundraiser
Upward Bound House presents “A Night Under the Stars,” a 
fundraising event benefiting homeless families and children in 
Santa Monica, Culver City and Compton. This special night will 
begin with a red-carpet boarding at 3:45 p.m., with deportation 
at 4 p.m. for a three-hour cruise. The 115-feet foot regal 
RegentSea is berthed in Marina Del Rey.  Enjoy the first hour as 
the sun sets followed by two hours of a starlight cruise around 
the Harbor while enjoying a fine dinner crafted by the former 
Executive Chef of the Ritz Carlton. For more information, and to 
register, go to: www. niteunderthestars.com.

Saturday November 7: 4 - 7 p.m., Marina Del Rey

Remembering the Saints
November 1 is All Saints’ Sunday, when thanks is given 
for the saints of the church during worship service.  
Names of dear members of First UMC who died 
during the past year will be read, followed by a time 
of prayerful silence to also remember family members 
and friends who have died.  We honor them all and 
give glory to God for their lives.

Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk
First UMC member Russ Whittenburg will be participating 
in the 25th Annual Westside Food Bank Hunger Walk. He is 
welcoming anyone to join him or sponsor his efforts to raise funds 
for this important cause.  Go to the Westside Food Bank: www.
westsidefoodbankca.org, click Hunger Walk - Registration - then 
Make a Donation and search for Russ.

Sunday November 8: 12 p.m. at Ocean View Park, 
2701 Barnard Way in Santa Monica

Jim Smith Day

To all of you, thanks:

For the music in our morning service!
For the wrapped cookies
For the cake!
For the harpist
For 50 years of hellos and happy memories 
shared with family and friends
For other surprises too numerous to mention, 
but too awesome to forget!
To quote Ira Gershwin:  “Who could ask for 
anything more?”
A thousand Thank Yous!

As always,

Jim and Barbara Smith

Blessing of the Animals



What Does Love Look Like?

What Does Love Look Like?  Love looks like the faces of First UMC across the 140 years of our life in Santa Monica.  
The Rev. Joseph Crum, our first pastor, led the congregation to start a church way out west in Santa Monica and 
persevere through an economic recession, the move to a new site, a drought (some things don’t change!), smallpox, 
unemployment, and a downturn in shipping and railroad traffic.

It hasn’t always been easy or self-evident that the church here would thrive.  Yet, thrive 
we have, across 140 years of mission and ministry.

What does love look like?  140 years of faithfully following Christ Jesus—putting 
down deep roots, abiding through seasons of ease and of challenge, and spreading 

out new branches to embrace the present moment and stretch forward to God’s future.

Each of you reading this is a key player in this abiding story.  Our 2016 Financial Pledge Campaign encourages 
YOU to give gratefully and generously to live the story forward. This year your Finance Committee and Staff-Parish Relations Committee are 
asking you to do two things.  First is to search your heart and make a pledge that reflects the value of what love looks like through the ministries 
and mission of this congregation.  And secondly, to go beyond that and make a stretch gift for 2016 that will not only continue all that’s here 
now but move us towards our pre-2008 staffing levels.  To grow into the future God is making possible for us, we need a full-time Director or 
Pastor of Children, Youth and Family Ministries.  We need a Health Ministry Parish Nurse.  And we need more administrative support in our 
church office. 

What Does Love Look Like?  Look around.  Look within.  Give thanks to God—and do your part to show love to all who are here and all yet to come.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
of SANTA MONICA

SENT INEL
vol. cxl, no. 9   November 2015

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica welcomes you to this community of faith. You’ll find singles, seniors, 
families with young children, youth, newlyweds, young adults….and a full range of programs and opportunities for worship, 
study, service and fellowship.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

Senior Minister

HORIZONS

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

       
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
10 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
3:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbell Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge

On the Website

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

November 1 - All Saints Day • Holy Communion
Homily by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 8 - Church Charge Conference
140th Anniversary of First UMC

Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 15 - Consecration Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

November 22 - Christ the King Sunday
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

November 29 - First Sunday in Advent
Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

As the season of giving thanks draws near, why not pay 
it forward by giving your time? Check out the volunteer 
page to discover what is available to you through First 
UMC of Santa Monica.  

www.santamonicaumc.org/volunteer

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER

SUNDAYS AT-A-GLANCE Church Charge Conference / 140th Anniversary of First UMC

2 01 6  A n n u a l  G i v i n g

Join First UMC for the annual Church Charge Conference and celebration of our 140th Anniversary!  
We will engage in a joyful and worshipful celebration of this year’s accomplishments as we look back 
at our historical legacy.  The agenda includes reports on the ministries and missions 
of First UMC, financial items, membership matters, and election of officers and council 
members for the coming year.  West District Superintendent Kathey 

Wilborn will preside.  Lunch will be served, and child care will be provided.

Sunday, November 8: 11 a.m. after worship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center
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