
LENT 2015

Lent is a forty-day season of spiritual reflection, prayer, and fasting from 
practices that lead us to less than the fullness of life.  Our focus this Lent will be 
“Risking Forgiveness.”  Forgiving others and humbly asking for forgiveness are 
central to our life of faith in the example of Christ.  The work of forgiveness is 
as hard as it is freeing and life-giving.  It is a spiritual journey that offers true 
liberation and peace.  May our Lenten worship, Lenten devotional, and Book 

Study enrich our prayer lives, deepen our faith, and lead us closer to the power of the One who is 
able to roll away all stones and open doors to life made truly whole and new.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
of SANTA MONICA

SENT INEL
vol. cxl, no. 2   February 2015

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica welcomes you to this community of faith. You’ll find singles, seniors, 
families with young children, youth, newlyweds, young adults….and a full range of programs and opportunities for worship, 
study, service and fellowship.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Horizons

       
8:45 a.m. Youth Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
9 a.m. Lectionary Scripture Discussion, Fireside Room 
9 a.m. Partnership with God Sunday School, Room 101 
9:15 a.m. Youth Choir Rehearsal, Room 300
9:20 a.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal, Chapel
9:30 a.m. Nursery Care, Room 204 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
10:10 a.m. Sunday School, Education Bldg. 
11:00 a.m. Fellowship, Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center 
6:15 p.m. UMYF, Youth Lounge  

Sundays At-A-Glance

On the Website
Visit this special page on the website to see what’s happening 
at First UMC during the Lenten season, Holy Week, and the 
celebration of Easter:  

http://santamonicaumc.org/news-events/lent-easter-2015 

Church Office Hours: Tues - Fri, 9a.m. - 5 p.m.
Chapel Open for Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

February 1 - 4th Sunday after Epiphany  
Holy Communion

 Homily by Kurt Poland 

February 8 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 15 - Last Sunday after Epiphany
 Sermon by Rev. Patricia Farris

February 22 - 1st Sunday in Lent
Sermon by Rev. Robert English

Senior Minister

HAITI 2015
Every year since the devastating 7.0 earthquake in 2010 near 
Port-au-Prince, a team of First United Methodist Church of 
Santa Monica adult members are sent to live and serve in the 
country of Haiti. In collaboration with our Haitian Methodist 
partners, our efforts thus far have made tangible progress in 
rebuilding churches, schools and homes. We believe that our 
biggest impact in the rebuilding effort in Haiti, however, is in 
giving hope and building relationships with our fellow Haitian 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In March 2015 we will be 
sending for the first time a 
10-member, entirely lay person 
team from First UMC of Santa 
Monica, including:  Michael 
Kelley, Todd Erlandson, Sherry 
Erlandson, Tricia Lindley, Norma 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
of SANTA MONICA
1008 Eleventh Street

Santa Monica, CA 90403
www.santamonicaumc.org

310.393.8258
email: info@santamonicaumc.org

Carter, John Youngman, Jan Hanley, Rodger Madison, Karen 
Ing, and Kim Crawford. Some of us are going to Haiti for the 
first time and others are returning for the second or even third 
time to continue our own spiritual growth and to be of service.

UMCOR asks that each work team contribute $500 per 
person to go specifically to the supplies and labor needed 
at each work site.  These funds are used to purchase things 
like concrete, lumber or other essential materials used in the 
re-building effort.  Along with your prayers and spiritual 
encouragement, you can help our First United Methodist team 
by making a tax-deductible contribution.  All checks can be 
made out to First UMC and in the memo line please write in 
Haiti Mission Team 2015.  

Thank you for your continued prayers and generosity.

- 2015 Haiti Work Team
Haiti 2014



Confirmation: Credo 2015
by Rev. Robert English

This Spring our 7th and 8th graders will be participating 
in Confirmation class, called Credo, which means ‘I believe’ 
in Latin.  Credo Confirmation is a chance to explore what it 
means to be a Christian and United Methodist.  It is a ten-
week course, including a retreat, beginning February 22 and 
continuing through Confirmation worship on May 24.  We will 
cover a variety of topics to prepare our young people to be 
confirmed, including: The Bible, Prayer, Worship, Sacraments, 
History, Ethics, Creeds, United Methodist History, and more! 

For some of the Confirmands this will 
be their chance to lay claim to their 
baptismal identity for themselves.  For 
others this might be the opportunity to 
choose to become a baptized member 
of Christ’s church.

All 7th or 8th Graders interested in joining the experience 
please contact me by email at r.english@santamonicaumc.
org.  I invite you all to be in prayer for our class during this 
time of exploration and learning!

Class begins Sunday February 22: 12 p.m., Room 300

      
   Community

In Gratitude
• Since 2001, Roger Daggy has been 
the Parish Organist at St. Matthew’s 
Church in Pacific Palisades.  During 
that time he has also been an Assistant Organist at First UMC 
Santa Monica, playing for weddings and memorial services, as 
well as being our organ tuner and technician.  Sadly, Roger and 
his family are moving to Waynesboro, Virginia, to become care 
givers for his father.  We wish him and his family all the best as 
they undertake this new challenge.  We give him our heartfelt 
thanks for his dedicated service over the years.  Godspeed!
• Thank you to the Congregation for your participation in the 
Alternative Christmas fair.  Together we raised over $7k!
• A special thanks to Neil Hammond for the beautiful memorial 
gift he made in his wife Louise’s name.  We know her love of 
reading to children and her years of service at Sunday School 
will continue to be shared in the transformation of our library to 
a bright and welcoming place where children will be nurtured 
in their love of reading and of books.  We know that Louise is 
smiling in heaven and we cherish her memory, giving thanks for 
her life and life everlasting.

Congratulations
• to Coach Adam Eskridge and the Culver City Boys Basketball 
team on their 64-62 overtime win for the Championship of the 
San Gabriel Tournament December 30, 2014. Great job!
• to Jack Fry, who was recently installed as President of the 
Santa Monica Oceanaires Barbershop Chorus.

Births
• Emma Anne Borden, born December 18 to parents Jeremy and 
Ashley Borden and big brother Cade.
• Luke Henry Ruud, born January 3 to parents John and Kara 
Ruud, big brother Ryan, and grandmother Chris Ruud.
• Coy Norton Quellmalz, born January 16 to Kevin and Rachel 
Norton Quellmalz.
• Ada Rose Sarley, born January 23 to Jon and Kylie Sarley.
• Samantha Graham born January 29 to Carolyn and Paul 
Graham.

Condolences
We extend our deepest sympathies to the families and friends of 
these departed loved ones: 
• Vivian Spurgin, who died recently.  A memorial service was 
held Friday, January 30.
• Dorothy Nichols’ sister Katherine (Kay) Virginia Estep, who  
died January 25.

LOOKING  AHEAD

February Calendar
Sunday, February 1 - Holy Communion
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, Simkins Hall (SH)
Friday, February 6
7 p.m. Shareringer Dinner, Fireside Room (FR)
Saturday, February 7
8 a.m. West District Annual Training Conf., Holman UMC
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.  Mary Knowlton Birthday Celebration, FR
All who know Mary are welcome to the party! RSVP to the church office.
Sunday, February 8 - UBH Home Run for Kids Run/Walk
Wednesday, February 11 
12:10 p.m. Mid-Week Recital, Sanctuary/FR
Sunday, February 15 - Submissions for March Sentinel due
11 a.m. Girl Scout Cookie Sales, SH
11 a.m. Free Blood Pressure Screenings, SH
11 a.m. Book-of-the-Month Study/Potluck, FR
5 p.m. Missional Worship Gathering, SH
Monday, February 16 - Campus closed for President’s Day
Wednesday, February 18 - Ash Wednesday • First Day of Lent 
Lenten Devotionals available
12:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service, Chapel
Saturday, February 21
9:30 a.m. Prayer Quilt Workparty, Room 300
Sunday, February 22 - First Sunday in Lent
11 a.m. 20s/30s Young Adult Check-in, Chapel
11:15 a.m. Health Ministry Council: Session 2 of The Needs 
of the Elderly and Their Children, FR
12 p.m. Confirmation Class, Room 300
Saturday, February 28 - Preschool Beautification Day
8:30 a.m. Lay Servant Ministries Conference Event, Vista UMC

WEEKLY AT FIRST UMC:
Mondays - Church Office Closed
Tuesdays 
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, Fireside Room
7:30 p.m. Amadeus Handbells Rehearsal, Choir Room
Wednesdays  
9:30 a.m. United Methodist Women Workparty, Workroom
All women are invited to help with crafts.
Thursdays
7 p.m. Cross(+)Brew Young Adults, Off-Site (1st & 3rd Thurs.)
7:40 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

West District Training Conference
The West District of the Cal-Pac Conference offers training 
for United Methodist lay members who are interested in 
deepening their volunteering commitment.  For workshops 
and to register: www.calpacwestdistrict.org, or at the door.
Saturday, February 7: Holman UMC (3320 W. Adams Blvd., LA)

Upward Bound House 
Home Run for Kids 
UBH presents the 3rd annual Home Run 
for Kids Walk/Run in the Brentwood 

community of West Los Angeles.  This year’s event–including 
a 5k/10k Walk/Run, and a stroller & pet friendly Kiddie K– 
expects to draw over 1,500 participants with all proceeds 
benefiting Upward Bound House.  This is a great opportunity 
for kids and parents alike to work together to solve family 
homelessness, a growing crisis across Los Angeles.
Sunday, February 8. For more info: www.homerunforkids.com

Mid-Week Recital for February
Take a break from your day and spend 
your lunch hour listening to beautiful 
music!  Enjoy the February Mid-Week 
Recital with accomplished pianist Yevgeniy 
Milyavskiy.  Yevgeniy teaches at the 
Santa Monica Conservatory of Music 
and also with Crest Enrichment for the 
City of Santa Monica.  

FREE Concert Wednesday, February 11: 
12:10-12:40 p.m., in the Sanctuary
Reception for artist in the Fireside Room after recital.

Ash Wednesday Services 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent - a time of 
introspection and self-examination of our lives and relationship 
with God. The ritual of the ashes represent 
a visual reminder of the day as we pause to 
remember our physical limits in contrast to the 
infinity of God. 
Wednesday, February 18: 
12:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Gates Chapel

Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck
The Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for 
Healing Ourselves and Our World  
by Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu 

Nobel Laureate Desmond Tutu and his 
daughter, Mpho, an Anglican priest, have 
written this book out of their own experiences 
to help us all experience greater healing 
and wholeness.  Come explore forgiveness—
how it works, why everyone needs to know how to grant it 
and how to receive it, and how forgiveness is a gift when we 
have been wronged. Bring a dish to share. 
Sunday, February 15: 11 a.m., in the Fireside Room

Needs of the Elderly & Their Children
Session 1 of the Health Ministry Council’s 3-part series 
which centered on the needs of the elderly and their 
children was a hit!  It was well attended by church and 
community members, and a video recording was taken for 
future viewing. 
Session 2 includes:  Making your wishes known  • Age-
related changes vs. dementia • Importance of diet, exercise, 
relaxation and socialization.  Presenters include Monica 
Moore from Allpoint Home Health (and First UMC Preschool 
Alumni!), and Charlene Underhill Miller, a psychotherapist in 
private practice. 

Session 2:  Sunday, February 22, 11:15 a.m., Fireside Room 
Session 3: March 8

Girl Scout Cookie Sales
Support the Girl Scouts in our congregation by 
purchasing your favorite Girl Scout Cookies at 
Coffee Fellowship.  New flavors Rah-Rah Raisins 
& Toffee-tastic (gluten-free) join the classic varieties Thin Mints, 
Samoas, Tagalongs, Trefoils, Do-Si-Dos, & Savannah Smiles.  
Boxes are $5 ($6 gluten-free).
Sundays, February 1 & 15: after worship, Simkins Hall.

Communion at 
Home Run for Kids 2014

Join the First UMC Team!  Register on the website under 
“First United Methodist Church.”   Before the race, First 
UMC will hold a brief on-site worship service complete 
with communion at 8 a.m. Look for the white First UMC 
tent.  Find out what it means to pray on your feet!

If you have a pastoral care emergency outside of normal 
business hours, contact our hotline at 310-393-8258 and 
enter extension 114.  Leave your name and phone number 
and a pastor will return your call as soon as possible.

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS
1 – Mission Trip to Honduras report by Kerry Madison
8 – Health Ministry Council, Session 3 of Elderly & Their Children
17 – Haiti Work Team departs
22 – Lessons & Anthems 
29 – Palm Sunday/Easter Egg Hunt/Brunch

www.homerunforkids.com
http://www.calpacumc.org/lsm/
www.calpacwestdistrict.org
http://www.amazon.com/The-Book-Forgiving-Fourfold-Ourselves/dp/0062203568
http://www.homerunforkids.com/registration
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Preschool Corner

January Happenings at First UMC
Missed It Last Month?
Monthly Events at First UMC
Missional Worship Gathering: 3rd Sunday of the month
A simple, quiet, formal yet informal gathering, with a 
conversational sermon and a celebration of Holy Communion. 
All are welcome. 5 p.m. Simkins Hall in The Shelby Center.

Health Ministry Council: 3rd Sunday of the month
Free Blood Pressure Screenings, 11 a.m. Simkins Hall.

Book-of-the-Month Study & Potluck: 4th Sunday of the month
except where noted - Join Senior Pastor Rev. Patricia Farris 
for serious study and reflection on contemporary theological 
writing. 11 a.m. Fireside Room.

Young Adult Check-in: 4th Sunday of the month 
20/30 year-olds meet after worship. 11 a.m. Gates Chapel.

Prayer Quilt Ministry: 3rd Saturday of the month
You don’t need to be a quilter or even know how to sew! 
9:30 a.m. Room 300.

For more information on any of the programs listed, come by 
the Sunday Hospitality Table or visit our website.

FEBRUARY

11 – Parent Coffee Social (8:15 - 9:15 a.m. in the Courtyard) 
12 – Grandparents/Special Friends Day (9 a.m. - 10 a.m.) 
20 – Lunar New Year Celebration (9 a.m. - 10 a.m.)
28 – Preschool Beautification Day (9 a.m. - 11 a.m.)

Fireside Room Chat: Medical Mission Trip
by Kerry Madison - UMYF alumni and First UMC Member

As a first year medical student at UC Davis School of Medicine, I 
will be traveling to Honduras with the Christian Medical and Dental 
Association (CMDA) and Christian Medical Fellowship (CMF) student 
group.  A team of about fifty medical students, physicians, nurses, 
and dentists will participate in a week-long medical mission trip 
where we will partner with MedMissions and provide medical and 
dental care to several outlying rural villages. Last year’s team saw 
over 1600 patients, performed 650 extractions/root canals/fillings, 
and gave out 400 pairs of eye glasses!  Additionally, we recognize 
the importance of meeting people’s physical and spiritual needs by 
working alongside local Honduran churches, helping to spread the 
gospel, and inviting each person to receive Christ as their Savior.

I am so excited to be a part of this team and for the opportunity to 
provide healthcare and education to the people of Honduras. I feel 
blessed to be studying medicine and hope that my participation in 
this trip will instill greater compassion in my interactions with others 
and help me to better carry out my mission of service.  If you would 
like to hear more about my trip, contribute financially, or offer up 
your thoughts and prayers, please stop by the Fireside Room!

Sunday, March 1: 11 a.m, in the Fireside Room

Martin Luther King, Jr., Interfaith Breakfast

Installation of 2015 Lay Leaders

Baptism Renewal

Jaebon Hwang, performing at the first 
Mid-Week Recital of the season. 

Some hands-on fun at the Preschool!
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